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1582 Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WebxsesDpay, 9 OcIoBeR, 1912

The SpeakErR (Hon. W. D. Armstrong,

Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.
The following papers, laid on the table,

were ordered to be printed:—

Annual report of the Chief Protector of
Aboriginals for the year 1911
Report on Government relief for twelve
months ended 30th June, 1912.
Report of the Inspector of Hospitals for
the Insane for the year 1811.
Annual report of the Commissioner of
Public Health to 30th June, 1912.
Report of Mr. District Court Judge
Macnaughton’s inquiry into the office
of the Chief Commissioner of Stamps.

QUESTIONS.
Pay Day ar Movuxr PErRY.
Mr. ADAMSON (Fockhar:pton) asked the

Home Secrotary—

1. Is he aware that the Quecnsland
Copper Company, 3lount Perry, is now
pasing its employees their monthly pay
on the Sundays?

2. Is he aware that this is the cause
of an abnormal amount of Sunday drink-
ing?

*3. That it also causes a lot of un-
necessary Sunday work for the clerks and
others?

“4, That it is the cause of much Sab-
bath desecration, and is very offensive
to manv respectable people in Mount
Perry?

“5 Will he make inquiries into this
matter, and, if possible, put a stop to
this nuisance? ”

The HOME SECRETARY (Ilon. J. G.
Appel, A470ert) replicd—

“1 and 5. No; but from inquiries
made have learned that in compliance
with request of contractors, who could
only mect on Sunday, payments were
made on that dav on two occasions (4th
August and 8th September). The man-
agement, howcver, have docided nob
again to accede to wish of contractors,
and to mske no more payments on
Sunday.

“9. No; and the information furnished
by the clerk of petty sessions is that the
total convictions for drunkenness at
Mount Perry from Ist July, 19809, to
Tth October instant were seventesn, only
three of the convicred persons being
emplovees of the Queensland Copper
Company.

“3. On the two Sundays in question
the accountant and two clerks were
occupied for three hours in the appor-
tionment and distribution of wages.

“4. My inquiries do not disclose any
desceration of the Sabbath, since the pay-
ments were made between the hours of
12 o’clock and 1 p.m., thus affording
these who desired to do so an opportunity
of attending divine service.

[ASSETMBLY.]
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**5. Yes; every cffort has and will be.
made to put a stop to any illegal Sunday
drinking.”’

LONGREACH RATLWAY.
Mr. ADAMSON asked the Sccretary for

Railways—

1. What is the cauvse of the delay in
supply-trucks to carry the 350,000 sheep
(fats) from Longreach to Brisbane, which
were recently purchased in that district
for the Southern meatworks?

““2. What proportion of the earnings
of the stock trains from Longreach to
Brishane is credited to the Central
Queensiand Railway system?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—

“1. The live stock traffic has been
heavy for some time, and between 1st
October and 9th November orde-s have
Leen accepted to convey 113,310 sheep
from Barcaldine, Ilfracombe, and Long-
reach. Most of these are coming from
Longreach to mecatworks near Brisbane.
The Commissioner has not heard of any
complaint, but he wili make inquiry.

‘2. The ecarnings arc divided on a
mileage basis, in accordance with the
usual practies.”

ACCIDENTS ON STATE RAILWAYS.

Mr. ADAMSON asked the Secretary for
Railways—

“1. Is the absolute block system in
force on the railways between Brisbane
and Ipswich?

“ 2. If not, what system is in force—
the permissive block system?

‘3. How many serious accidents have

taken place on the railways of this State
during the last twelve months?
. ““4 How many employees have been
injured and killed during the last twelve
months, together with their names and
ages?”’

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS

replied—

“1. and 2. The installation of the
absolute block telegraph system between
Goodna and Bundamba, together with
complete interlocking appliances, has
been in hand for some months; the block
telegram instruments were fitted in place,
and after having been availed of for
practising purposes for several weeks
have now been brought into permanent
uge. The block system has thus been
inaugurated by instruments only, as the
manufacture of the interlocking appli-
ances and starting signals for Goodna
and Dinmore is not yet complete, owing
to the great amount of similar material
being made for other stations in various
parts of the State. All the other sec-
tions between Brisbane and Ipswich are
complete, both as to block telegraph
instruments and interlocking.

“ 3. Four—not including injuries to
railway employees.

“4. 1,006 injured; 13 killed.

“Fatal accidents.—J. A. Bradshaw,
age 16; R. Hough, age 44; W. English,
age 57; A. Simpson, age 15; W. Shall-
cross, age 31; T. McMahon, age 24; W.
Munro, age 45; C. Hattos, age 15; W.
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McLaughlin, age 56; T. J. Hogan, age
32; H. Squires, W. C. Blair, F. Ha.nlo%x,
temporarily employed on construction
work—age unknown.

“ Permanent employees seriously i
. Yy in-
jured.—F. Latham, age 18; J. Kelly, age
21; E. Howman, age 31.

“ Lemporary employees seriously in-

Jured (mostly on construction work)—
ages unknown.—. Fisher, P. Brown, E,.

Schrage, E. Woolgar, J. McCor

J. Purtell, J. O'Shea, P. suttorrf,lac]l){’
Conn, A. Ahlberg, S. Hammond, H.
Martin, J. Diamond, J. Bohan, ¢.
Hartley, F. O'Connor, J. Smith, R,
Thompson, E. Lourigan, F. McNamee,
T. Mathieson, H. Campbell, G. Kingf

Sundry minor accidents, many of them
quite trivial and in some cases not
necessitating cessation of work, 980.”

NEW RAILWAY WORKSHOPS, ROCKHAMPTON.

Mr. ADAMSON asked the S 1
Railrare e e Secretary for
“1. What is the cause of the delay in
commencing the erection of the new rail-

way workshops in Rockhampton ?

“2. When does the Government intend
commencing the work of erecting these
workshops 77

The SECRETARY
replied—
1. As explained in reply to a R
tion by the hon. merr?bizr on qéloish
July last, the delay has been owing to
the plans having to be prepared, and
the fact that negotiations with the
municipal council were not completed.

“2. The Loan Estimates for the cur-
rent year include £10,000 on ascount of
this work, which will be commenced in
a few werks.”

FOR RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANE.

Mr. FIHELLY (Paddingt
Chief Secrotary— { ington) asked the

“Is it the intention of the Government
t9 extend the operation of the State
Savings Bank so as to cover the field at
present monopolised by private banking
mstitutions 777

The PREMIER (Hon.
Ozxley) replied—
€< No"7

D. F. Denham,

STATE INSURANCE OFFICE.
: Mr. FIHELLY asked the Chief Secre-
ary—
“Is it the intention of the Go -
ment to introduce this session legislz{e:ironn

enabling a State insura
established ?°’ noe offce to be

The PREMIER replied—

113 NO- 3
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taMr. FIHELLY asked the Home Seore-
ry— '
“ What is the number of capital ori
committed in Queensland sincleja Ist 5’;13355
ary, 1896, the perpetrators of which are
still undiscovered 7"’
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The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“ As the information asked for by the
hon. member will require considerable
research and therefore take some ftime,
I would ask him to be good enough to
ask for a return.” .

Mr. FimpLLy: We want the information
before the Commissioner’s salary is dis-
cussed.

REPORTED TICK-DESTROYING MICROBE.

Mr. GILLIES (Fucham) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock—

““1. Has his attention been called to a
reported discovery of a tick-destroying
microbe by Mr. Munro Hull of Eu-
mundi?

2. If so, has he arranged to have the
fullest experiments carried out regarding
same ?

3. As this discovery appears to be one
of great national importance, will he en-
deavour to secure the said discovery as
a State monopoly?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J. Tolmie, T'oowoomba) replied—
“1. My attention has been drawn to a
skin affection of cows which is supposed
to be detrimental fo ticks.
“2. Yes.
“3. When its valve is proved further
action will be determined.”

REPORT OF InNSPECTGR OF ORPHANAGES.
Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton), without
notice, asked the Home Secretary—

‘“When may we expect the report of
the Inspector of Orphanages?”

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“T had hoped to have laid it on the
table this afternoon, but' owing to a
typographical error it had to be’ re-
turned to the Government Printing
Office. I hope to lay the report on the
table to-morrow at latest.”

Mr. THEODORE: Has the report been given
to the newspapers before being laid on the
table of the House!

The HOME SECRETARY: Not that I

am aware of.

PORT CURTIS ELECTION PETITION.
RerorT oF KLECTIONS TRIBUNAL.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of

the following letter from the Iilections
Judge : —
“Judges’ Chambers, Supreme Court,
Brisbane.

“To The Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

“Mr. Speaker,—The petition of John
Henry Kessell, of Gladstone, presented
the eleventh day of July last, complain-
ing of the undue election and return of
Edward Denis Joseph Breslin as a mem-
ber to serve in the Legislative Assembly
for the electoral district of Port Curtis,
and claiming that it might be determined
that the said Edward Denis Joseph Bres-
lin was not duly elected and returnad for
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the suid eloctoral district of Port Curtis,
but that the said Joha Henry Kessell
was duly elested and ought to have baap
returnec: as the sitting member of the
Legislative Assembly for the said eloc.
toral district, and that the said John
Henry Kessell might be declared as such
sitting member said electora]
district, or in the alternative that the
said elsziion might be declared void and
that a new clestion for the said electoral
district might be ordsred to be holden
was tried before the Rlections Tribunal

on the sixteenth, ninetesuth, twenty-
fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, ang
twenty-seventh days of September, the
first, second, third, fourth, and eightl

days of Ociober instant.

. “The asscssors chosen by the parties
and sworn were George Phillips Barber
Charles Joseph Booker, Donald Gunni
Herbert  Freemont  Hardacre, John
Payne, and Harry Frederick Walker,
warabers of the Legislative Assembly.

“On the fourth of Qctober the parties
requesizd and  obtained from the iri-
bunal an adjournmens until the eighth
of October to cnable them to consider
their respective positions, and to confey
together with a view to shortening the
proceeding?, and of considering the ad-
visabilits of the further prosecution of
the petition. On the eighth of October,
Mr. Feez, K.C., senior counsel for the
petitioner, made to the tribunal the fol-

lowing announcement, to which Mr.
Graham, counsel for the respondent,
awiented, viz.: The partics, after care-

ful cousideration of their respective posi-
tions, have come to the conclusion thai
a further contest would not alter the
position which the matter is in at pre-
sent——viz.,, that the elestion must be
declared void.  They therefore desire
the tribunal to determine and the judge
to declare that the clection was and is
void, and that the one hundred pounds
in court be ordered to be paid out to the
petitioner. Each party has agresd thag
there shall be no appeal on any matter
that has arisen during the hearing of the
petition.

““ At the aforesaid request of the par-
ties, and it appearing to the tribunal
that, if the petition were further prose-
cuted, the election must in any event be
determined to be void, the tribunal de-
termined that the election was void, and
in accordance with that determination
I declared the election void. .

“The assessors further deiermined that
the sum of one hundred pounds, paici
into court with the petition, should be
restored to the petitioner, and I orderecy
and diresied accordingly.

“No determination was asked for oy
made in respect ¢f the costs of the pro-
ceedings. )

“ All which I herveby certify.

“A copy of the evidence given at thea
trial accompanies this certificate.

“C. E. Cruss, Klections Judge.

“ Buprems Court, 9th October, 1912.7
The PREMIER: I mcve that the certifi—
cate of the Elections Judge declaring void the
election of Hdward Denis Joseph DBreslira
for the clectoral district of Port Curtis, bes
entered on the journals of the House, anci

[Hon. D. F. Denham.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supuly

that Mr. Speaker do issue his writ for the
election of a member to serve in this House
for the :aid eclectoral district.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER: I move that the evi-
dence taken in the case be printed.

Question pus and passed.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMIIND-
MENT BILL.

TaIRD READING.

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, this Bill was read a third time, and
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative
Council for their concurrence, by message In
the usual form.

SUPPLY.
RESTMPTION oF COMMITTEE—SECOND ALLOTIED
Dav.

(Mr. J. Stadart, Logan, in the chair.)

Question stated—That the sum of £2,130
be granted for Intelligence and Tourist
Bureau”—

Mr. FIHELLY (Paddington) noticed that
there was a swun of £850 down for * R_allway
fares and freights, postage and incidental
expenses.” He hoped the Premior would
give the Committee some detailed informa-
tion respecting that amount. i

The PREMIER: This was a very com-
prehensive list, as it included railwav fares
and freights, postage and incidental expenses
for hoth the Sydney and Brisbane offices.

Mr. Fragrny: Is it merely for the officers
connected with those offices?

The PREMIER: Yes, )

Mr. ¥imerry: And not for the travelling
tourists ?

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. Frasrny: That is all I wanted to
know.
Mr. FOLEY (Mundingburra) wanted to

emphasise what had already been said about
the good work that was being done by the
compiler at the Tourist Bureau, and he was
not adequately paid at £170. The articles
which that gentleman wrote were well putb
together, and contained an immense amoung
of intelligence and a great deal of the
history of Queensland. It was useful infor-
mation for Queenslanders to know, and also
for those who came here from other places.
He happened to know the compiler, and re-
membered him when he was employed on a
daily newspaper in Townsville, and he got
a larger salary there than he he was re-
celving now. )

Mr. Gmant: Why did he take this posi-
tion ?

Mr. FOLEY: He supposed that_the man
was out of work at the time. He knew
that the officer’s heart was in his work, bub
the sslary was very low compared with what
it was in Sydney. The compiler not only
wrote the arkicles that were contained in the
hand-books, but he also supplied articles to
newspapers for circulation in Queensland,
Australia, and even in the old country. He
did much better work in the way of encour-
aging people to come to Queensland than
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the immigration agents who were sent home
at levge salavies. ile hoped that the Premier
would put a larger amount on the Supple-
mentary Hstimates for the compiler.
. The PREMIER: This officer had been
in the employ of the Government for about
fifteen or sixteen months. Fle was a journa-
list by profession.
Mr, Forey: He
week in Townsville.

The PREMIFR: The appointment was
not a classified one. It was an appointment
that wus made from outside the service and
anyone could have applied for it.

Mr. FieerLy: The Sydney director
a siwilar appointment?

The PREMIER : Quite so. There were a
number of applications received for the posi-
tion, and the present compiler was anxious
to secure it, and he did not cease to have his
claims pressed. Happily they were sus-
tained by good qualifications, and he got the
appointment. His application was covered
Iyy references from leading journalists
throughout Queensland, and he acsepted it
at the salary offered. They were giving him
scme slight recognition by putting down an
increase of £14, and if he continued in the
Government service and continued to do
good work his service would be fully recog-
nised.

Hoxourannz MRERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAXNT (Filzroy) asked if the com-
piler wrote the articles concerning Central
and Northern Queensland from the litsl-
office in George street? If that were so,
it was a mistake, as it could not be dono
from Brisbane, and he could not do justics
to Central Quesnsland in that way. He hai
not such a high opinion of the compiler as
the hon. member for -Mundingburra had,
probably because he succeeded a much abler
man—a man who was a genius, the late
George Ilssex Fvans—and of course any
man following Essex Evans would naturally
suffer by comparison. He was glad to learn
that something was going to be done in the
Syduner office. Any member of the Queens-
land Parliament going to that office in
Sydney must feel ashamed of it, and it was
nothing else than as described by the hon.
merniber for Paddington—a curiosity shop.
(Laughter.) It contained a lot of emu eggs
and things like that. He understood that
the director was popular in Sydney because
he perambulated up and down George street
with that great stick of his and advertised
Queensland.  (Laughter.) Theyshould go in
more for attracting tourists to Queensland like
thev didin New Zealand, where it was really
one of the industries of the Dominion. He
would like to knew if anything was being
done in the Cairns district to provide facili-
ties for travellers to see the sights that were
to be seen there. They had the most delight-
ful climate in the world in Queensland in
the winter, and they should d all they could
to attract visitors here during that period of
the vear.

Mr. MAY (Flinders) noticed that they
had offices in only Sydney and Brishune, but
he thought the time had arrived when they
should open an office in Melbourne and also
in Adolaide. The various steamship com-
panies issued little booklefy containing in-
formation about Queensland, and they did a
lot of advertising for Queensland in that way,
and Queensland would do more if extra
offices were opened in the other States. He
happened to know Mr. Meston personally,

1912-5 &

used to get £4 10s. a

was
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but he did not kaow that that gentleman was

- adapted to the position of manager of a

tourist bureau. He doubted it very much
since he had heard the views of members
about the Sydney office. He had not been
able to get to Sydney for twenty years, but
when he did go he would have a look ab
the Queensland Tourist Bureau. He had seen
curiosity shops in all parts of the world, and
if they had one in the Queensland office 1n
Sydney, then they should have a larger
building and put the curiosity shop part of
it into one corner and charge one penny each
for admission—(laughter)—and in that way
they would raise some money, which Wo}lld
co towards the maintenance of the pstabhsh-
ment, and it would be more beneficial to the
people of Queensland than it was at present.
He only hoped that the Government would
establish a thorough-going, sﬁralghtforward
office in Melbourne as well as in Sydney-
Mr. BEBBIXNGTOX (Drayton) said there
werc bore: in - Queansland whose waters were
as good for carative purposes as the mineral
waters of New Zealand. He bad known men
who were practically cripples to go and bathe
in the bore waters in the West, and in a
few weeks get all right. Thet was a thng
that should be made known at the Intelli-
gonce Bureau. Then there was the wonder-
tul scanery at the Kinasleigh and Copperfield
Rivers. There was one creek in that local-
itv that rose and fell according to the state
of the moon. (Laughter) There were also
very Jarge water-springs, as big
[4 p.m.] as artesian bores, there; and the
water in onc of them rose 4 or 5
feot above the ground. This large spring was
supposed to run faster at the full moon.
(Laughter.) Then there was the big lime-
stone wall, extending 60 or 70 miles across
Queensland, though not 5 per cent. of the
people know anything about i Those
interesting places should be made more
generally known.

Mr. GILLIES (Kuacham): If the Govern-
ment were going to cater for the tourist,
thev should make known the beautles of
North Queensland. There were plenby of
people who did not know the beauties of the
Cairns hinterland, the Barron Falls, Stony
Creek Falls, the hot springs, where peoplr.»
ot cured of their rheumatism, the'lqlnand
Takes—Lake REacham and Lake Barrine—
and the limestone caves of Chillagoe.
Instead of establishing intelligence bureaus
in other States, the Government would ke
well advised in-cncouraging tourists io visit
the places he had mentioned by making
those sights more accessible.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): After the
criticism of the Sydney office. which came
mostly from the other side, he thought the
Premier would have made a statement as_to
his intention regarding the future working
of that office. Several tourists had told him
that they were not able to scrure even
literature at that office, though he learned
at the Brisbane office that the Sydney branch
wes regularly supplied with literature, The
idea of tourists was that the present director
was more interested in delivering lectures
on the stone age, the palwolithic or neo-
lithic age, going hack *o the days of the
Egyptian mummmy, rather than supplying
tourists with facts and statistics. Ile thought
a branch office should be established 1in
Melbourne : and he thought that these offices,
like the Railway Advertising Branch, could be
made self-supporting. In his opinion, there

M. Barber.]
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should be a new director for the Syduey
office. The gentleman who ran the show
at present made a very good showman,
but was altogether out of place in manag.
ing an important department like the Intel-
ligence and Tourist Bureau.

Mr. MURPHY (Burke) thought the criti-
cism of the gentleman in charge of the
Sydney bureau was hardly fair. If anyone
was required to write up Queensiand, Mr.
Meston was as capable as any other man;
and it seemed to him that the whole attack
on the Sydney office arcse from the fact of
accusations having been made in the House
that the Sydney office had been used as a
labour agency in connection with the sugar
industry. If that was so, why not wips the
thing out, instecad of putting the blame on
the man who happened to be in charge of
the bureau, and who probably had to carry
out certain instructions? It was not fair
to condemn a man for doing zomething
which he had probably becn ordered to do.
As to the Sydnsy ofiice being an old curi-
osity shop. he supposed the Government were
satisfied that those things were kept in the
office.  He had never been to the Sydney
office, When he was in Sydney on one
occasion a wire was sent to him from Mr.
Kidston, and the gentleman in charge of
the office put the police on to him, so he
had no reason to be very thankful to that
gentleman: at the same time, they should
deal with Governmont officials from an abso-
lutely fair standpoint. If the Government
were not satisfied with the gentleman in
charge of the Sydney office, he supposed
they would remove him. On Friday nighs
the Premier stated that the Sydney branch
was visited last wyear by something like
20,000 people. Now, hon. members said
the Sydnew office was of no use; yoi they
suggested  that another office should be
established in Melbourne. It had also been
stated that the shipping companies, by
means of leaflets and books, did a greas
deal in the way of inducing people to visit
Queensland.  If thst was so, instead of
establishing more agercies, the Government
might curtail expenditure in that direction.

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvsa): He had not a
word to say -against any of the officers
employsd in the Intelligence Bureau: but
he would like to know what use thase officors
were to the people on the land—the people
employed in the primury industries, who
paid the principal part of the taxes and
had to support these officers: There were
many things more advantageous to Queens-
land than intelligence bureaus. They did
not desire o go to New South Wales oy
Victoria or other nlaces to attract theix
good settlers. If the sottlers there likedd
to come here of their own free will, well
and good; but if we tried to attract theix
good settlers, they migh retaliate by estah-
lishing inteiligence bureaux in Brisbane fow
the purpose of attracting our settlers to theig
States. It was sufficient to have one intel_
ligence bureau in Queensland ; and he woulck
like to sec the Sydney office abolished.

Mr. BOOKER (Wide Bay) would like the
Chief Secretary to give the Committee infor_
mation as to the number of people passings
through the Sydney bureau during the vear
and likely to become settlers in Queensland _
He assumed that a great deal of the oppo—
sition to the Sydney bureau was due to
certain circumstances that occurred durings
the time of the sugar strike. No one had

[Mr. Barber.
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any right to condemn the bureau jor the
purpos2 of getting at the officer in charge.
His own opinion, however, was that this
particular bureau had outlived its usefulness
to some oxtent, and he was of opinion that
were the vote suppiemented by an equal
amount, it would perhaps suffice to send a
man to the dry wheat-growing areas of the
United States. Such a man could get among
the farmers who had lived among the dry
conditions and had made of the dry belt of
that country one of the chief wheat-produc-
ing sections of the world.

Mr. MurpHY: The Federal Government
have a full report on that already.

Mr, BOOKER: We had a very large area
of magnificent country that was very much
better than much of the wheat-producing
areas of America; but we wanted practical
men from the United States to come to
Queensland and demonstrate what could be
done in the matter of raising wheat in dry
areas. Before the influx of dairymen from
the Northern Rivers of New South Wales
the dairying industry in Queensland had
been carried out under very rough condi-
tions. When those men, however, came to
Queensland they had, with their practical
knowledge, demonstrated to Queenslanders
what could be done in the way of dairying.
That was a good illustration of what could
be done for an industry by the introduction
of practical men from other couniries. The
Australian Press was doing Queensland a
very great service in the matter of adver-
tising its resouurces. The Sydncy Mail each
week had its column of Queensland matter,
and generally much more effective work in
making known the possibilities of Queens-
land was done by the Press than by either
the Sydney or Brisbane Intelligence Bureaus.
He was quite satisfied that if something was
done in the direction he had suggested of
sending a practical man to the dry wheat-
growing districts of the United States they
would get a better return for their money
than if they continued to spend it on the
Sydney bureau. He really believed the
Sydney office could be reasonably clesed
down, because the monev could he better
spent in other directions.

Mr. ADAMSON said he was not going to
join in the chorus of condemnation of the
man at the head of the Sydney bureau.
Whenever he had visited Svdney that gentle-
man had alwars been exceedingly courteous
to him. What things had influenced mem-
bers in their remarks concerning the head of
the Sydney bureau he did not pretend to
kknow, but he was certain that nqthmg had
been said by members on his side of the
House during the current discussion on what
had taken place last year at the bureau. He
therefore thought it was unfair to charge
hon. members with being influenced on
account of what had taken place last year.
Hon. members on his side had had their
say on the question at the fime and had not
raked it up again during the present debate.
He desired to suggest one method by which
information concerning Queensland could be
dissemninated in New South Wales, provided
the New South Wales' authorities did not
object thereto. ILast year he was in one of
the leading schools in New South Wales, and
was shown round the school by the head
master, The master had a verv fine collec-
tion of views from New South Wales and the
other States and also a sort of museum.
This gentleman asked him if he could pro-
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cure for him views of Queensland, and in
compliance therewith, he (Mr. Adamson) had
subsequently sent down a parcel of such
views and books as would make known
to the children of the school the possibilities
of Queensland. Such a system might be ex.
tended, and it would, perhaps, be the means
of attracting young men to come to Queens-
land. He did not pretend to be an adver.
tising expert, but he thought it was a feasible
way of making known the beauties and re.
sources of Queensland and of attracting, in
the future, desirable settlers to the State,
Whether it was likely to be regarded as
poaching on the preserves of another State
he could not say, but he thought it would
greatly assist in letting the people of other
‘States know the possibilities of Queensland,
which many held was the greatest State of
the Coemmonwealth.

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman who
had just sat down referred to the puiting
up of views of Queensland in the schools of
the other States. He felt surc that the
adoption of such a system would arouse no
feelings of jealousy,” and that New South
Wales would readily agree to such a reques
were it preferred, the same as Queensland
would do if such an application came from
another State.  Only the other day he had re-
ceived a commmunicafion from the Prime Min-
ister of the Commonwealth asking for permis-
sion to put up in Queensland schools views of

the Northern Territory, and he had readilv.

acceded to the request. As to the utility of
the Sydney office there was no doubt. Com-
parison between Sydney and Melbourne in
that connection was needless. Sydney was
the terminal port for nearly all the big
shipping companies, and the visitors to
Sydney, either for pleasure or other pur-
posus, were more numerous than those to
Melbourne.

Mr. LENNON: 75 per cent. of the visitors
to the North during the season come from
Victoria.

The PREMIER: That was to North
Queensland. Because of the rigour of the
Victorian winter, the people liked to go
North to get into a more genial atmosphere.
But as an inquiry depdt the Sydney office
was filling a big place indeed, and the man
in charge was certainly seized of all infor-
mation concerning Queensland. In fact, few
men had better knowledge of the resources
of the State. He granted that he was not
an artist at window dressing, nor was there
any need that Queensland should have an
elaborate display at Sydney. However, if
the Sydney office was not artistic, it was
attractive. People had not passed byv it but
had gore in and had talked with those in
charge. The lease of the Sydnev office
having approached: expiry, they had inquired
whether they could not have it removed with
advantage, and they had come to the con-
clusion that the old site in Pitt street, oppo-
site the Post Office, could not be hettered.
Some delay had ocourred in fixing the lease,
but when that was done the window was
altered. It was not considered desirable to
waste space, for such was wanted for the
accommodation of callers. He did not thinlc
it was necessary to have a bureau in Vie-
toria. That matter had been under consi-
deration off and on for a number of years,
and he had been informed quite recentlv
that Western Australia had abandoned its
place in Victoria, as it had found that the
result was not commensurate with the cost.
It would, however, be quite a mistake to
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think of closing the Sydney office. He
agreed that they could not extol too much
the glories of the North, and every year
there was a growing number of people who
were visiting North Queensland.  These
people were becoming missionaries o others,
with the result that each year the number
of passengers in the steamers from the
South going North was increasing. About
cightecn months ago they had arranged for
nice avenues or paths to the Barron Falls, so
that people could get a fuller and better
view of the gorge and of the Falls as well.
Further than that, he was hoping to make
the North still more attractive to visitors by
opening up the Chillagoe Caves.

Mr. GiILnies: What about the inland
lakes?
The PREMIER: They were spending

£100 a year in protecting, more than any-
thing else, the Chillagoe Caves. It was not
until about eighteen months since that he
had learned of the caves and of the destruc-
tion that was there going on. He then took
prompt action to avert that destruction in
the future, and, more recently, he had ob-
tained a report upon the caves which he
propossd to circulate; and he thought that
the action he was taking would result in the
caves becoming more widely known than
they were,

M. THEODORE: It is necessary to have a
quicker railway service.

The PREMIER: Of course. They could
not expect passengers to delay on the road
all day, and if a tourist traflic were to be
developed in connection with the Caves it
would be necessary to have quicker despatch.
Then they were sending up to the Herberton
district trout, and if such became acclim-
atised in the Herberton streams they would
be a source of attraction. People came to
New Zealand from far off for the trout fish-
ing. The idle rich and a lot of people in
search of health would probably be very
glad to spend a week or two in trout fishing
in the Herberton district if that fish could

become acclimatised there. Then, again,
they were sending up some deer to the
Herberton district so that in time they

might serve to add to the attractions of
that district. e was quite satisfied that
when members of the Committee went to
Sydney next they would find the Intelligence
Bureau there somewhat remodelled in the
interior. They would find the screen re-
moved so that there would be more room
and there would be facilities for a visitor
to sit down at a table and write a letter or
a telegram. There was a very fair supply
of ‘literature at the Sydney bureau. In
fact, when he was last in Sydney there was
a vast supply of literature at the bureau,
and he could not understand people com-
plaining that they were unable to get all
the literature they wanted. The hon. mem-
ber for Wide Bay had wanted to know how
many had come to Queensland in consequence
of the representations of the Sydney office.
He could not answer that question offhand,
but in & general fashion he understood there
was quite a large number who had been so
influenced.

Mr. FIHELLY: Most of the visitors to the
bureau now are from Queensland.

The PREMIER: He had in his box a
detailed statement of the quests on which
the various people had gone to the Tourist

Hon. D. F. Denlham.]
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Bureau. He frequently got letters of intro-
duction from Sydney for land-seckers, and
to his own knowledge there were men who
were now settled in the State who had
gained their first knowledge of Queensland
from the Sydney office. Only last week he
had had a most charming letter from settlers
at Wondai—an Irishman and his wife from
the United States, who were thoroughly well
pleased with their action in settling in
Queensland, and who mentioned that they
were endeavouring to induce others to come
to Queensland. That man had booked his
passage from ’Frisco to another State. The

information obtained in Sydney
[4.30 p.m.} led them to come over here, with

the result that they had settled,
and just twelve months after they settled in
the Wondai district he received a letter
saying how well pleased they were with the
surroundings and that they hoped to in-
fluence others to come to Queensland. There
might be an improvement made in the ap-
pearance of the huilding, but it would be a
mistake to dispense with the office alto-
gether. Having those views, he had taken a
lease for three years.

Mr. MAY: The Premier had mentioned
nothing at all about certain caves in the
Camooweal district. Not far from the
Georgina River there were numbers of
stalactite caves, and one could go miles and
miles underground in those caves, which
would compare favourably with any to be
found on the Blue Mountains or in the Chil-
lagoe district. Of course they could not
expect to get the tourists there until they
had a railway, but in the reports mentioned
by the Premier he should state something
about the grandeur of the stalactite caves
at Camooweal, as he was quite sure if
that were done people would be drawn out
there and would help forward the district.

Question put and passed.
MUSEUM, BRISBANE.

* The PREMIER moved that £2,788 he
granted for ¢ Museum.” This was a de-
crease of £54 in the amount asked for last
year. There was an increase in salaries,
but there were two officers less than there
were last year. The gcientific assistant, who
was getting £150 a year, had been retired.
They also applied for a female attendant
last year at £52, who was not required, and
therefore they were not asking for the vote
this year. That was a *otal reduction of
£202, and there were insreases in salaries
this year totalling’ £148. He did not know
whether hon. members had had time, within
recent months, to visit the Museum. If
ther had not, then he hoped they would
make it convenient to do so, and thev would
be more than pleased with the very manifest
improvement in that ingtitution. Of course,
completeness was a work of time, though
it could be expedited if more money were
voted, but they svere going along quietly
with the money at command, and were
sccuring many manifest advantages. Visitors
to the institntion could not fail to be in-
terested at the present time in the distinet
improvement. As the days go by, tha
Museum would be found fully worthr of
sympathy.

Mr. LENNON was one of the members
who had had the pleasure of visiting the
Museum quite recently, and he was fully
aware of what the Premier had stated. In-
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deed, the Museum had been completely:
transformed during the past few months:
‘that was due to the ability of the Director
and his very able assistants. It was a real
pleasure to go to the Museum now, as every-
thing was so orderly and systematically ar-
ranged. It was not only a pleasure, but,
a real instruction as well. Up till quite
recently he considered that the money spent
on the Brisbane Museum was wasted, but.
he was glad to say he did not think so now.
Advantage had been taken by the Director
to invite school children to the institution,
and they had benefited very much md.eed by
the instruction received, which was given to
the children by the assistant. A system of
lectures had also been introduced which, in
every way, was a distinet advantage on the
system prevailing hitherto. The only objec-
tion he had to the Museum was its situation.
The place was not sufficiently central, and
more particularly to visitors to Brl\sbane.~
visitors irom the West and North and from
the other States generally resided in the
city, and unless they made inquiries as to
where that particular institution was located,
they never came across it. In time per-
haps the Government would find better
quarters for the Museum. He had nothing
except praise for the present management
and the very marked improvement that had
taken place during the past few months.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN could bear out the re-
marks of the hon. member for Herbert in
regard to the Museum. IHe had the pleasure-
of visiting the institution quite recently. and
had noticed the great difference in the ar-
rangement of things in general. He only
wished that the Museum was situafced in a
more central position, as the public would
then patronise it to a much greater extent
than they did now. If the Museum had
been situated where the University was
there would be some sense in it. FHe had
attended a lecture at the Museum the other
day on “ Sea Shells and their Home,”” and
it was a very instructive one indeed, and
he hoped the lectures would be continued.
He would also like to see the Museum adver-
tised a little more. One occasionally saw a
small advertisement in the papers, but it
would be much better if a more attractive
advertisement was put in the papers for an
institution of that kind.

Mr. FIHELLY pointed out that the offi-
cials in the Museum had received very smallv
increases. There was no £40 increase and
no £30 increase, and he wished to point out
that it was only those who came directly
under the notice of the Minister who could:
get their salaries increased to such an extent.

Mr. WELSRBY (Merthyr): TUnder the
heading of * Contingencies” there was an
item of £500 for specimens. He would like
to draw the attention of members to the fact
that the Amateur Fishermen’s Association
for many vears had been collecting speci-
mens of the different varieties of fish found
in Queensland waters. and those specimens
had been classified by Mr. Ogilvie. The
society had gathered together within the
last fow years about 500 bottles of good
specimens, and, for a very small considera-
tion indeed, the society was willing to trans-
fer the whole of those 500 bottles to the
Museum, which would make a very attrac-
tive display. 'The fish had been taken from
Moreton Bay up to as far as Cooktown, and
had been olassified by Mr. Ogilvie, who;
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from time to time, had written certain books
regarding them. The rooms of the Amateur
Fishermen’s Association were situated right
at the top of Xent’s Buildings, and
were hard to get at, and they were getting
overcrowded with specimens, and if the
Government could see its way clear to pay
for the cost of bottles he was quite sure My
Byrne and himself would be only too pleasecj
to send the collection to the Museum. The
bottles and their contents were insured for
£250, and they were cxceedingly valuable
and if they were transferred to the Exhibi.
tion they would prove a source of attrac-
tion. The specimens were far and away
ahead of those in the Museum at the pre-
sent time, and the two collections combined
would be of great value. Of course it was
understood, if the specimens were sent to the
Museum, that they would still remain the
property of the society. He would voint
out that the Amateur Fishermen’s Associa-
tion would probably ask the Premier for
an endowment of £30 or £50 per annum
which money would be spent entirely in the
purchese of bottles, and. when the bottles
were filled they would be sent out to the
Museum.

) Mr. (‘R:‘,"\’VFORD (MHount Morgan) asked
for some information about the position of
collector, who was down for £120. He
would like to know what system was
-adopted for procuring collections for the
Museum at present.

The PREMIER: The collector’s salary
was £120, but in addition to that he re-
ceived travelling expenses. He went into
the hills and dales at th: ssason of the year
when the insects were at their best, and he
collected specimens and took them to head-
quarters, where they were preserved. Re-
garding the suggestion of the hon. member
for Merthyr, he would be glad in due course
to discuss the matter with the society and
the Director of the Museum, and if thers
was any busine%s in it he would be glad
to avail himself of the offer. (Hear, he;r!)

Question put and passed.
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF QUEENSLAND.

“ The PREMIFKR moved that £1,120 be
-granted for ““ Public Library of Queensland.”
He thought this was the best money that he
was asking the House to vote.

HowovrapLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

_The PREMIER: It was a most creditable
hbr}xrg, and, in some vespects, it was su-
perior to the Parliamentary Library. There
were not many_libraries in Australasia, simi-
lar to it in size, that could surpass it in
quality. There were 22,180 books in the
library last year. The average attendanc~ on
week days was 580, and on Sunday 180. The
library was open cach week day from 10 a.m
to 10 p.m.. aqd on Sunday from 2 p.m. tili
6 pm. The library was closed only on two
days in the rear—namely, Christmas Day and
Good Friday., He quite anticipated that
members would axk, “How is it that wvou
are asking for £220 less this year than you
asked for last year?”’ At first that question
was s poser to him.

Mr. FIHELLY :
year.

The PREMIER : It was quite irue they id
mot spend the whole of the money voted last

You only spent £353 last
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and he could explain how it was
The selectors studied the
book reviews appearing in the Saturday
Review, Spectator, Athenceum, Times, Na-
tion, etc., and did not merely choose the
books on the advertisements. They waited
for a while and then they purchased them
at a greatly reduced price.
Mr. Frmerny: Twenty years afterwards.

The PREMIER: No; within a few
months.  If they looked through the last
catalogue of the Times, they would see a
number of modern books for sale cheap, and
anyone going to the Public Library would
find the best of those books there. They
had modern books right up to date—the very
best books that could be secured.

Mr. Oravrt: Queensland newspapers are
badly represented.

The PREMIER: That could be remedied.
If he pressed for more money for the vote,
he could probably have got it, as he was
satisfied that members would not begrudge
voting a little more for the library. There
were five increases amounting to £80. They
were not asking for an assistant this year.
The amount was provided last year for an
assistant, but they managed to do without
him, and the amount was now £200 less
than was asked for last year. There was
£600 asked for last year for books, periodi-
cals, and incidental expenses, but the
amount was not all spent. If it were neces-
sary to spend more than the amount voted
he would not hesitate to do it.

Mr. FORSYTH (Murrumba) thought the
library was a very good one, and a large
amount of literature of all descriptions was
to be found there. The sum of £600 was
voted last year, but only £347 was spent,
and it was not spent on books. He would
like to know the names of the people who
picked the books for the library, and what
ireiructions thoy had in regard to the class
of books issued, as there was a feeling that
they should go in for books of a very much
higher class.

Mr. Kirwan: Hear, hear!
reference books.

The PREMIER: The librarian took an
sctive part in the selection of books, and
the Under Secretary in the Chief Secretary’s
Department was also of great assistance in
that regard. The Board of Advice which
was appointed in 1906 consisted of Mr. Jus-
tice Real, Sir Arthur Rutledge, Messrs. J.
1. Woolcock, Charles McLay, A. Norton,
S. W. Brooks, and E. II. Macartney.

Mr. THEODORE: We will not get much
socialistic literature from them.

The PREMIER: If anyone wanted up-
to-date literature relating to the biggest
problems of the day he would find it in the
Public Library. He believed that if the
books for the Parliamentary Library were
selected with as great care and economy as
was shown in the Public Library, they would
get much better value for their money than
they were getting now from the Parliamen-
tary Library.

Mr. Tueopore: Thatb is a reflection on the
Library Committee.

The PREMIER: The Library Committee
did not look for as great value as they did
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in the Public Library, because they took the
books as they were issued, and that was
quite right for a parliamentary library, but
in the Public Library they wanted not only
greater variety, but more diseriminating
selection. They had only to go and see the
type of men and women who assembled
there, and the manner in which they con-
ducted themselves, to realise what an ad-
vantage this institution was. The hon. mem-
ber for Fitzroy spoke about the Queensland
newspapers being insufficient. He would be
glad to get suggestions from any member
of the Committee. He did not know if
there was a suggestion book there, but if
any member of Parliament suggested to him
an addition to the periodicals or books he
would be only too glad to give it the fullest
consideration.

Mr. MurpHY: Most of the newspapers are
sent there for nothing.

My, LENNON: He¢ had not intended to
speak, because the vote was such a modest
one, and was In every way justified. He
thought the Chief Secretary went too far in
criticising the Library Committee in con-
nection with the Parliamentary Library.

The Premier: I allow that it is unwise
to make comparisons.

Mr. LENNON: He was going to point
out that the committee of the Parliamentary
Library did not want to buy books of so
wide a range as were looked for in a public
library, and when they were restricted in
the selection in that way it was naturally
more costly. The Library Committee was
rushed with offers from publishers of new
books, and they were generally first in the
field to satisfy the desires of hon. members
to procure these books as soon as they were
issued. As the Premier was good enough
to admit that comparisons were odious, he
had nothing further to say.

Mr. FORSYTH : He understood that the
books for the Parliamentary Library were
selected by a committes in London, and he
thought their services might be utilised in
selecting books also for the Public Library.
The committee in Liondon would be of great
assistance to the Public Library if they se-
lected their books for them, and they would
be able to get the best class of books sent
out for the library. Seceing that 1t would
be such a great advantage to the Public
Library, and as it would not cost the Go-
vernment any more, he hoped they would
do zomething in that direction.

Mr. MAY: The Premier made a state-
ment with regard to the Parliamentary Li-
brary which he had practically withdrawn.
As a member of the Librarvy Committee for
over two vears he could say that the Par-
liamentary Library was just what hon.
members made it. 2embers of the com-
mittee asked members for recommendations,
and those recommendations were brought
before the committee at the monthly meet-
ings. The DPresident of the Legislative
Council presided at the meeting, and they
had the assistance of the Speaker. They
went fully into every recommendation for
new books, and decided what books to pur-
chase by a special vote of the committee.
If the library was not what it should be
according to the ideas of members of the
House, then there were only themselves to
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blame for not placing before the Library
Committee the suggestions which they wished’
to have carried out.

Mr. FOLEY: TIle noticed that this insti-
tution was culled the *‘Public Library of
Queensiand.” Je had never _been in the
place, and did not know what it was iike.

Mr. GraxT: Go and have a look at it

Mr. FOLEY: He would do so. On malk-
ing inquiries, he found there was no pro-
vision for lending books out, and the fact
of not lending out books was one of the
greatest weaknesses of a public 1hlor,:try. Any
knowledge he possrssed he had obtained by
means of a public library from which he
was able to tuke books home. In the old
country there wore public libraries con-
tolled’ by the municipal authorities; and
people were allowed to tuke books home.
In the town where he lived, a person paid a
prany for a card, which must be signed by
two houscholders, who guaranteed the re-
turn of the book lent. In that way he was
ab's to ohtain all the works of Dickens,
Scott, and Marryat. Ile might say that
he ohtained ell his information in the school
of adversity ard the public library. If
vouno follows in Brisbane had the oppor-
funity of taking out bocks and reading thom
at home it would be the means of keeping
they away from billiard-rooms and such
places,

Mr. GRaNT: What is wrong with billiard-
rools

‘Mr. FOLEY: He had never played
hilliards himself: but he thought time would
he botter occupied in reading good books
than in playing billiards and smoking
cigarettes.

Mr. FIHELLY: If the hon. memher for-
Mundingburra went to the Public Library,
he would find that it was not exactly the
sort of library which existed in Fngland as
a lendizg library. A lending library should
be provided and controlied by the municipal
authorities: it was sufficient for the State to
provide a central library where books of
roference could be conzulted. e rose par-
ticularly to point out thst of the amount
appropriated last year the sum of £3553 was
left over; and he was of opinion that the
gentlemen who selected the literature for
the librars should have insiructions to appro-
priate the full amount voted.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Quecnton): If there
was one thing more than another which
made a public library of bensfit to the com-
munity it was the lending out ¢ books, so
that people might read them «tf home. If
that could be done in large ceaires in the
old countrs, he did not see why fairly-well
squipped lending  libraries could not be
ostablished in the large centres of pupulation
in Quesasland.

Mr. FrupiLy: Arc those libraries in the
ol country established hy the municipalities
or by the Government?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: In some cases by
the municipalities: in other cases by private
bequests.  In his own town the h.bra:ry; was
established by leracies left by one individual.
Its operations extended to the outside c.hsva
tricts, and it was now sarving a population
of 200.000 or 300,000. His oxperience was:
that infinitely more benfit was to be derived
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from taking out bocks and reading them at
home than by reading them either in the
Public Tibrary or in the Parliamentary
Library.

“Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): Members oppo-
site seemed to forget that this was the
“Public Library of Queensland,” and not
the ‘“Public Library of Brishane.” In the
country districts they established schools of
arts in various towns, with which were con-
nected lending libraries; and there was noth-
ing to prevent the Prisbane people from
doing exactly the same thing,

Mr. Kirwax: They have schools of arts
in Brisbane.

‘Mr. MORGAN: Exectly; and they could
do all the lending that was nccessary.

Mr. FoLET :
a year.

Mr. MORGAN: If the p=2ople of Brisbane
objected to paying a guinea a ycar, they had
no more right to the free us» of books in
the Public Library of Qucensland than an-s
other town. If people waiited to take books
howe 1o read, the paltry amount of 4

, guinea or Pl a guinea a year should not
stop them, when they were prepared to spend
a guinca in two or three woeks on amuse.
ments. The young men of Brishane who
wanted fo consult hooks of rcferense had g
great pull over the young men in the country
by having access to this library. e did
not cbject to that, but he objected to having
a lending library ecstablished in Brisbane
solely at the expense of the State.

Mr. CRAWFORD: While he recognised
that this was calied the ‘ Public Library of
Queensiand,” he was not satisfied that its
benefits  extended throughout the State,
Some time ago in New South Wales, where
a very large library existed in the metropo-
lis, the benefits were extended to all country
literars  institutions—mechanics’ institutes
and schools of arts—by lending collections of
books on proper conditions as to their being
well ];ept, and returned at the end of a year
or cighteen months. Such a system could
be inaugurated here, so that the people of
the State, and not merely the people of
Brishane, might get the benefit of this Public
Library of Queensiand. It would be very
helpful o them, because it was not to bo
expected that the country institutivns, especi-
ally in the smaller towns, could go to the
expense of buying the very valuable books
they had in the Britbane library. If 4
lending #ystem were adopted it would extend
the utilitv of the Brisbane library through-
out the State. Although there was a large
public library in Sydney, there was also o
Jarge lending branch in connection with it—
a lendiny branch which had its habitat in
the Victeria Markets. All deseriptions of
literature were kept there, and the only

People have to pay a guinea

condition required to become a borrower
from it was a reference us o character—
which wss perfectly reasonable. He thought

that in those directions the Public Library
of Queensiand could be made much more
useful and better known to the people gener-
ally, instead of its use bring reserved exclua-
sively for the peopie of Brisbane. He could
speak with some degree of cxjperience con-
cerning the Brisbane Public Library, because
of all the members of the House, he doubted
if there was one who attended it more
regularly than he did. The library was well
arranged, and he could say that the books
were remarkably up to date, which was as
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it should be in connection with any library.
The zeveral defects, however, that had been
pointed out might well be remedied, and if
they were, it would be to the benefit of the
library and of the public at large. ‘the
library would be of much more use to the
public of Brisbanc and its suburbs if a lend-
ing branch were attached to it. Of course,
there would have to bec a duplication of
books, but the matter of the additional ex-
pense could be gone into before the Hstimates
for the next financial year were prepared
and subraitted to the House. .

Mr. O’SULLIVAN thought the sugges-
ticn of the hon. member who had just sat
down was a good one. He believed the Rock-
hampton S:hool of Arts had already adopted
s similar system and sent books to the
Western districts. That was an ordinary
school of arts that did not get the whole of
its finances from the Stato. However, he did
not begrudse the small amount of £1,100
that was spent annually on the Brisbane Pub-
lic Library, but he pointed out that the in-
stitution was of little veal value to anyone
living 5 or 6 miles away from the town.
Such people could not come into town for
the purpose of perusing w book, and they had
rot the advantage of taking any of the
books home. Such a privilege should be in-
corporated in the conditions governing the
library. In the old country, when the
Library Act came into force, it was of great
assistance to the working classes of Great
Rritain genorilly, and if the Government of
the State were to bring in some scheme on
ccmewhat similar lines it would be far
better for the little towns than the present
school of arts systerm. A coterie usually got
possassion of the school of arts, and it was
not popular with the working classes. The
working classes generally kept away from
schools of arts, and if the Government
brought in a scheme to compel logal authori-
ties to create libraries for the people, it would
be doing a good thing. Such libraries could
b- established and maintained by the muni-
cipalities striking a rate. In the town he
had come from in the old country the library
hsd been kept going by the municipality
striking a rate of a farthing in the pound.
As far as the Brishane Public Library was’
concerned, it only existed for the benefit of
a few people in Brisbane, and it was of no
scrvice to the residsats of. say, Taringa, or
even South Brisbane. It was only of use
to those who lived in the immediate vieinity
of the library. There was no antagonism on
his side to the vote, but he hoped the Govern-
ment wonld sce its way to extend the system
so as to permit the Public Library of (ueens-
Tand becoming of more service to the, people
of tha State. and, to attain that end, it could
rot do better than establish a lending brench.

Question put and pazsed.

PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD.

The PREMIER moved that £1,840 be
granted for ‘‘Public Servies Board.”” The
rumber of officers for the current year was
one more than had been asked for last year.
There was one additicnal typist and one addi-
tion to the rclicving staff. The relieving staff
was a, verv useful branch of the public ser-
vice. Formerly it had been a common thing
to have supsrnumcraries, but now when a
department was short of an officer, by reason
of one of its regular hands being absent
through sickness or on leave, the matter was

Hon. D. F. Denham.]
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represented to Mr. Madsen, the secretary of
the board, who was able to send around an
officer who was able to efficiently carry out
the work that was required. So they were
therefore quite right in slightly building up
the relieving staff. Although they were nog
asking for what had been called a chief clerk,
they had incraased the relieving staff, and,
in the matter of salaries, there had been in-
creases ranging from £10 to £20 to the
various officars. In reply to certain ques-
tions put by the hon. member for Rockhamp-
ton last Fridiy, he had stated that the in-
formation the hon. membar required would
take a considerable time to compile, but that
he would endeavour to have it ready for the
Committee when the Public Service Board
ycte was under discussion. As the manner
in which the first question was framed scemed
to indicate that the hon. member required
the information to apply to every new mem-
ber of the public service, from, say, the
head of the Health Department to a cleaner
in the public service. he would iike the hon.
member to state whether he was to interpret
his question literally. If his answer was in
the affirmative, he could only tell him that
it would take weeks to compile the informa-
tion, and would require a considerable out-
lay of money. 1f, however, as his second
question appearcd to imply, the hon. member
desired information only respecting oflicers
that came under the provisions of the Public
Service Act, he could tell him that the num-
ber of new appointments made during the
previous three years was 162, with salaries
asggregating £22,489, or £133 per head. Of
those 169 officers the great majority had
passed the public service examination, the
only exeaptions being those admitted on the
special certificate requirad by the Act, so
that all the pesitions were filled in accord-
anca with law. e hoped that the informa-
tion that he had ziven was what the hon.
member for Rockhampton desired.

Mr. ApawmsoN: Is it true that those who
now pass the Queensland junior will be eligible
for the public zervice?

The PREMIZR: Those who passed the
Queensland junior would now be eligible for
entrance to the public service of Queensiand
just the same as if they had passed the
rublic servie: examination.

Mr. Figetiv: Does nct that intecfere with
the age limit?

The PREMIER: Not so far as the junior
examination was concerned A recuest had
becen made by one of the heads of the
grammar schools—he thought it was the Bris-
bane Girls’ Gramvaar School-—that those who
had passed the senior ezamination should be
eligible for admission to the service. In some
cases, however, those who had passed the
ser.ior would be over age, and, assuming they
were not over age, some of those who might
enter would be receiving a salary which would
bardly be compatible with their age.

Lir. FIHELLY: Say a person of twenty passes
the junior, would he be eligible?

The PREMIER: He must be subject to
the agn qualification. The junior candidates
were generally about fifteen, Lut bto pass
the senior frequently took a student another
three years’ course of instruetion. They did
not accept the senior qualifications, becauss
the age was generally greater than if should
be for hoys entering the public service. The
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amount down for * Contingencies” (£150)
was the same as for last year, when it had
been found that the amount allotted was
sufficiont.

Mr. IExNoN: Is there any record of the
officers who have been appointed to the ser-
vice under a special certificate?

The PREMIER: There had been very few
offcers so appointed, because the Under Sec-
retary and Minister had to sign a document
that there was no one in the service who was
capable of filling the position—which was a
stif proposition. The officers. who had been
so appointed were chiefly in the professional
branch—draftsmen and so forth.

Mr. Fupriy: Very often in the political
arena.

The PREMIER: The political aspect could
not enter into the question at all, and it
would be a very sad thing if it did. Persons
could only enter the public service by public
oxamination, or upon a certificate that there
was no one available in the service who
could fill a position which was vacant. Ile
could probably obtain a list of those who
had been appointed under the second head-
ing, and of the departments to which they
had been appoiniad. e thought, however,
that it could be safely said that it would be
found upon investigation that the political
element did not cnter into the matter at all.
If any members wanted any information on
any specific subjects he would be most happy
to furnish it. It would be observed that the
soeretars’s report for the late year was much
fuller than wsual, and in the tables that had
boen furnished anyone who perused the re-
port would find practically all the informa-
tion he could desire in connection with the
ccnduct of tho public «ervice of Queensland.
He beggesd to move the vote.

Mr. FIHELLY would like the Premier
to give some further information with regard
to entrance to the service. The hon. gentle-
man said those who passed the Junior Uni-
versity examination would be eligible.

The Previzk: That is the new regulation.

Mr. FIHELLY : If the number was much
greater than the vacancies, how would they
select the candidates, and what ratio of boys
and girls? e would also like an expression

of opinion as to whether the
{5.30 p.m.] Junior University examination

was considered a sufficiently wide
examination for those about to enter the ser-
vice. It was a totally different examination
to the old civil service examination, and if
the old examination was a suitable test, all
he could say was that the Junior University
examination was not a suitable test. He
would like an expression of opinion from
those responsible for the change.

The PREMIER : On page 9 of the report
of the Public Service Board which was issued
a fow weeks ago, hon. members would: see a
list of the special appointments made, and
if they looked through that list they would
sec there was no chance whatever for the
political element to come in. There was an
engineer appointed to the ¢ John Douglas
and one to the “ Otter.”

Mr. FraeLiy: I was referring to the Land
Court judge.

The PREMIER : That was a different mat-
ter. Then, again, the age had been roferred
to. The age fixed by the public service
regulation was from fifteen to twenty-two
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years, and it frequently happened that youths
were considerably over twenty before they
passed the University Senior examination.
Another matter on which information was
required was with regard to how many girls
were required this time and how many boys.
There were vacancies for twelve girls and
sixty boysx. As to how they got appoint-
ments, those who got the highest percentage
of marks at the junior examination would
get the first appointment. He wished they
could find openings for more girls than they
had at present.

Mr. KirwaN: They seem to top the ladder
every time.

The PREMIER : They were very brainy,
but it was very difficult to move them about
the same as youths were moved.

Mr. ADAMSON: I suppose we can take it
for granted that the Queensland junior exam-
ination 1s quite as high as the old eivil
service examination ?

The PREMIER: It was on a parity with
it, at least. Speaking from his experience,
the girls in the public service were a very
bright lot, and he wished he could find room
for more, but it was no use to raise the
hopes of twenty-four girls when ther had
no room for them.

Mr. FimerLy: Raise the salaries of the
junior male officers and: introduce a mini-
mum, and then you will give hope to the
girls. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER : He was afraid the time
would not be very remote before all the
positions were filled by girls.

‘Mr. LENNON was glad the Premier had
given so much information of an interesting
character, and of course hon. members ac-
capted the hon. gentleman’s assurance about
the non-political character of appointments
to the public servics. While he did not want
to cast any doubt on the hon. gentleman’s
statement 1n that regard, he considered that
until they had a properly constituted Public
Service Board it could not be removed from
the political taint likely to be attached to it.
He would call attention to the figures quoted
by the hon. gentleman as to the new appoint-
ments of classified officers in three years,
totalling 169, involving an expenditure of
about 422,433 per annum. It seemed to him
that the appointment of fifty-six classified
officers annually was very progressive, and
in passing through the various Government
departments he had always been struck with
the large number of officers acting the part
merely of messengers. There seemed to be
too many officers in-thc various public de-
partments in Brisbane. e would call atten-
tion to page 13 of the report of the Public
Service Beard dealing with the classification
of the whole of the public service and the
average salary, and he would call attention
to the fact that the average salary paid to
public servants in all departments was £229
9s. per annum, but in the casc of officers of
the Department of Public Instruction it
dropped to £154 8s. per annum. That was
not a desirable state of things. Whatever
might e said of the general officers of the
public service of Queensland, they were fairly
well paid, but it was a very great reflection
on Quuensland that the teachers should suffer
such a disadvantage as compared. with the
ordinary officers of the public service. The
teachers were porforming a noble work. It
was a life of areat drudgery, and they should
receive a higher salary.
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Mr. BERTRAM (Maree) said the Govern-
ment would be well advised to seriously con-
sider the remarks of the hon, member for
Herbert regarding the appointment of a
public service commissioner. In the in-
terests of the public servants, and in the In-
terests of the State, it would be a good thing
to abolish the Public Service Board and
appoint a public service commissioner. If
that were cone a very great cconomy could
Le effected in the public service.

The SECRBTARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You be-
lieve he would reduce the number of public
servants ?

Mr. BERTRAM : That could be done if
the public service commissioner had back-
bone enough to co his duty. e hoped that
matter would not be lost sight of. .

Mr. FIHELLY could not agree with the
hon. member for Maree with regard to the
appointment of a public service commis-
sioner. His experience of gentlemen in that
position was that they set up an entirely
new style of their own. .lthough theoretic-
ally it sounded well enough, he bad no time
at all for a public service commissioner,
as he was a non-producsr and entirely super-
fluous. A public service ¢commissioner served
no purpose whatsoever, and it became an-
other branch more like the High Court or
like Parliament, than any other power he
could: mention.  What he wanted to em-
phasise in connection with the Public Service
Board vote was the advisability of the Premier
to introduce a minimum wage in the public
service and to see that each youth or, girl
over twenty-one years of age received a living
wage. Hon. members had talked about food
prices and other problems, and he thoughs
the Government should endeavour to deal
with such an important question as the nnder-
payment of the lower struta of public ser-
vants. He did not hold a brief for the public
servants, but he knew how hard it was for a
man getting £100 a year to live in comfort,
and how uscless it was for him to ever hope
of getting murried. The Premier spoke
about having a monopoly of girls. If that
ever came about it would be through the bad
system. The best thing to prevent girls from
entering into the cconomical and industrial
sphere was to pay the men well, as the girls
would then rarry them. The ficoretary for
Agricalture, he was sure, had a_good deal of
svmpathy for the under-paid public servants,
cspecially as the hon. gentleman belonged
to the most under-paic: service in the world
or in Australia at least. That was the De-
partment of Public Instruction. He was sure
the hon. gentleman would advocate a mini-
mum wags throughout the service.

Mr. GRANT thought it was about time
that they should discuss the advisableness
of having a public service commissioner 1in
place of the present Public Service Board.
He spoke as an ex-public servant and as one
who had experience of the present Public
Service Board. Although he knew that the
present board did their work conscientiously,
still it was time there was an alteration
made. Each Minister went to the meeting
of the board knowing only the department
over which he presided, and of course he
always worked for the particular officers of
that department. Ministers had no Vgeneral
knowledge of the whole public service, but
if they had a public service commissioner
he would have experience of the whole of
the departments. The commigsioner would
know if there was a vacancy in Depart-
ment B that Jones of Department C ought

Mr. Grant.]
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to be the man to fill that position, whereas
the Minister in charge of Depariment B
defended some other man who was in the
deparimeni. Taking tho public service
generally hoe thought they were favourable
to the appointimment of a public service com-
mirsioner. At every conference of the
Public Service Association and. Teachers’
Association they advocated the appointment
of a public service commissioner, kecause
ther knew where the shoe pinched. The
present Public Servies Board did their work
honestly and well, but they had not got the
time nor the knowledge that was necossary.

Mr. FragilY: You should have advocated
that two or three mionths ago,

© Mr. GRANT: Iow did the hon. membar
know that he did not do so?

The Premizr: He always did so.
Mr. Finewri: I am glad to hear it

Mr. GRANT: When a Minister took office
it frequently happencd that he might be
absont for weeks at a time in the North or
West, and he had no knowledge of what was
done during his absence.

Mr. HuxTik: He may be speaking at by-
elections.

Mr. GRANT: Yes, like the hon. membexr
was o Monday mnight at Maryborough.
(Laughter.) He belicved that the hon. mem-
ber was trying to put in some effective work
there. The Government should appoint a
public  service commissioner, pay fair
salaries, and introduce a Public Service
Superannuation Bill for the benefit of the
public service. When a man in the service
reached the age of seventy years he was
turned adrift without any money whatever
to support him in his declining years. A
scheme had been prepared by Mr, Rendle
which would stand actuarial investigation,
and it was a very fair scheme indeced. A
Minister of a department hesitated to get
rid of a man who reached the retiring age
on humsnitarian grounds alone, as he knew
that the officer had nothing to live cu, but
if a supoerannuation schems were adopted,
then when a public servant reached the age
when he had to retire he would be able to
draw the pension to which he had contributed .
Ile hoped the Government would consider
both s«chrmes. There were any amount of
public servants in the service at the present
time who would admirably fill th: positiory
of public service commissioner. It would
be invidious to mention names, but ones
name he did mention was that of ths Undex
Secrctary of the ducation Department over
which he (Mr. Grant) recently presided.

Xr. FigerLy: That proves that a Minister
barracks for his friends.

Mr. GRANT: He did not know if Mr.

Storv would take the pogition. He was
an _honest, capable, straightforward men

with enthusiss for his profession, and he

did his work fearlessly and well.
Hoxovrasry MEp«BEns: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRANT: He knew that the publies
service would have confidence in him if he
were appointed as a public service commis—
sioner, ulthough, of course, he did not know
if that gentleman would accept it. He
hoped the Government would cohsider those
matters,

Mr. WEHITE (Musgrave): While he agreedd
that the Under Secretary for Education was

[Mr. Grant.
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the best man that could be found for that

position, he would not like to see him
appointed public service commisiioner.
(Hlear, hear!) That gentleman knew the

Education Department well, and it would be
hard to fill his place. If they Wanted to
improve on the present Public Service Board
they might allow the Under Secretaries to
have full control of their own departments.
In all the industries carried on throughout
the State a man vas put in charge, and he
had to make the business a success ohe way
or the other, and if he could not do that
somcone else was put on in his place. He
did not think that anybody was more com-
petent than the Under Sceretary and the
Minister in charge of a department to make
promotions. He (Mr. White) did not believe
in a minimum wage, but he believed 1n pay-
ing a man just what he was WO!‘th: Neither
did he beliove in seniority. He belioved that
the public service of Queensland was as
capable and honest and well administered as
anv service on the face of God’s earth, bubt
at the same time he thought that economy
should be effected in several departments.
When he went into a Government depart-
ment and saw the number of clerks and
typewriters for the amount of business that
was being done he thought that these de-
partments could be run much more econo-
mically for the benefit of the country. He
did net wish to mention any names, but he
could do so if necessary. It scemed that
the higher a man got in the public service
the less he wanted to do. (Laughter.)

Mr. FraErLy: And the more pay he wants.

Mr. Kmwayn: That does not apply to
the poor man underneath.

Mr. WHITE: The man underneath would
do just the same when he rose to a higher
position. The public service offered oppor-
funities for every man, and the hon, member
for Brisbane himself, who was recently in
a subordinate position, was now one o'f the
legislators of Queensland. (Hear, hear N It
showed how men with ability could come
forward. (Hear, hear! and Jaughter.) He
did not wish to ses a public sorvice com-
missioner appointed with all tlge cxtra ex-
pense. It should be left to the Under Scere-
taries themselves, and they would 7be ahle to
save a good deal of the State’s g}onqy.
They could then ebolish the Public Service
Board and save a few thousands of pounds,
and it woild be all the better for Queens-
land. e hoped they \yould not appoint Mr.
Story as public service commissioner as
they wanted him in the Education Depart-
ment.

Mr. HHUNTER (iHeranoa): There was a
good deai of difference of opinion as to the
desire of having a commissioner appointed.
The old svstem of Public Servies Board was
very unsatisfactory, and even the present
cvstem was not as satisfactory as one would
wish to sec, but until they got something
better thev should nof rtun into a new
system without making full inquiry into Iit.
e suggested that the Governmeng should
appoint half a dozen members of the Legis-
lative Assembly to go into the guestion of
appointing a Public Service Board or not,
and allow them to present a report to the
Flouse. There was no doubt there was need
for a change in the present system. The
hon. member for Musgrave said there were
a number of young fellows in the service
who were not worth the money they were
getting.

Mr. Wurre: I did not say so.
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Mr, HONTER: He understood the hon.
gentleman to say that, and he was going
to say that tho¢s men had no business there.

Mr. Geant: It is a difficult matter to got
him out of the public service onca he guots in,
no matter how inezpable he is.

Mr. HUNTER: They had a number of
young men in the servies who were not
getting sufficient salary to lkeep them, and
for that reason it was hetter that the public
service should be put on a very much better
footing than it was at present so that in.
creases could come automatically without
giving any favouritism to any officer. If it
were possible for Under Secretaries to sive
sufficient time they could not have anxthin:-
much_better than the present Public Servicr
Board, because the great majority of the
Under Sccretaries were very competent and
worthy men.

Mr. LExxoN: The Public Service Roard
is the Cabinet.

Mr. HUNTER: He knew that, bus thev
- were advised by thy Under Secrefaries, and
the Under Secretaries had a good deal to do
with what happened at the Public Service
Board. While the Ministers were primarily
the Public Service Board, he took it that
the TUnder Secretaries were their advisers,
and if sufficient time were given he was
satisfied that the position of the public ser-
vice would be perfectly satisfactory.
Neijther the Ministers nor the Under Secre-
taries were able to give the attention to the
matter that it deserved. Tt was an increasing
quantity, and greater demands were being
made upon the Government, and something
should be done. The present system  was
better than the previous svstem, and he
would not like to see any change until some
substantial reason was given for a chanco.
He admitted Mr. Story was a vory capable
man_ in the Bducation Department. but he
would not like to see him shifted to anv
other position. e hoped the Government
would allow half a dozen members to make
a report on the maiter.

Mr, KIRWAN: From the discussion it
looked as if the proposal to change the pre-
sent Public Service Board was somethine
new. The other cvening the Premier pro-
mised that he would consider the matter
with his colleagues during the recess and
would have something to lav before the
Houso next session. It was too late in the
session to go into the question this year.
e did not krow that it would be wise to
appoint s public servics commissioner. The
present system was c¢oriainly not as good
as it might be, but it was an improvement
on the old system. They generallv recog-
nised that there was no one so competent to
make recommendations as the Usnder Seero.
taries of the narticular department. Ministers
came and Ministers went, but the Under
Secrotaries genernlly remaained thers. The
Under Sceretary had got a good sll-roun
knowledge of his department, and if an
Under Sesretary made a recommendation
to either the Hon. the Trecsur~r or the Hon.
the Premier, neither of thos: Ministers could
very well refuse to accept the recommenda-

tion. The hon. rermber for Maranoa sig-
gested thst the Ton. the Promi=p
[T pom.] should appoint a small Select

Committes to go into the ques-
tion of constituting a new Public Servics
Board, and to suggest a better svstem of
dealing with the public service than the
existing system. e would only add that
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he hoped when the question of salaries was
next considered, instead of raising salaries
of £250 and £300 by £20 and £40, those
increases would be given to the men getting

only £100 and £110.

Mr. MAY: In the cariy part of the ses-
sion he brought forward a motion for giving
to all public servants over twenty-one years
of age—male and female—after three rears
scrvice, a minimum salary of £110 & yvear.
He advocated that in a motion he introduced
last session also, and would continue to bring
it forward every session as long as he was in
Parliament. Some of the lady typists had
been in the service a great many years, and
were not receiving anything like the cmolu-
ments they should receive. Tt was said that
kissing went by favour. He did net know
whether the Under Secretary had a speci-
ality in that direction: bus the fact re-
mained that whilst some of the ladies Te-
ceived increases, other were le’t lamentably
behind. He hoped the Public Servies Board
would take into consideration every indi-
vidual case. What was wanted was a hoard
which was not exactly the Cabinet, but a
hoard that would give ottention to every
individual case.

Queastion put and passed.

RTEAMER “ LUCINDA.”

The PREMIER moved that ;’12.:010 be
granted for the steam * Lucinda. The
sum asked for was preecisely the same as the
amount voted last year, which was found
sufficient.

Mr. FOLEY would lik«
tion in the pay of seaw
on the host for mang
salary.

The Prexaer: They never want to leave
it.

Mr. FOLEY : They were not getting any-
thing like the wages of secamen on the (;:.r;‘st._
A seaman’s wages on the coast combined
with his overtime, would doubie the amount
paid to a seaman on the ‘Luecinda.” One
of the seamen on the * Lucinds 7 had held
the same position twenty-iour vears. and
he must have proved himself a good man or
be would not have been allowed to remain
on the hoat.  As to the men not wanting to
‘save, if a men asked for a riwe, he might
have to go against his will. For a number
of vears he nad been agent in Qu land
for seamen; and had desme his besi for the
men working on the coast:; and he thought it
his duty to try and get better pay for the
men on the *Lucinda.”

. 1
Mz, Forsyti: What do you think would
be a fair amount?
Mr. FOLEY : There were two men lown
at £123 = vear.

+ to see some altera- -
n. Men had been
years at the same

The Premizr: The (‘ommopwe\a’:th award
for eight hours’ work a day is £72 a vyear,
nius food.

Mr. FOLEY: These men had to go home
at night and find own fecd. He
thought the least ther should get was £S10
a month and food.

Mr. BERTRAM: He did not wizh to
oceupy time in discussing what might appear
to be a trivial matter: but he thought the
men referred to by the hon. member for
Mundingburra wore desorving of better pay.

Mr. Bevtram.’}

+




The Commonwealth award was for an eight-
hiour day, rations included; but these men
did not get rations, nor were they paid
overtime.

The Premier: They do not work any-
thing like eight hours a day. I do not sup-
pose it averages half that time.

Mr. BERTRAM: He was surprised to
learn that they did not work cight hours g
day on the average. During a great portion
of the year they were down the bay prac-
tically every day. They went down three
or four days in the week with school chil-
dren.

The Preyxier: Last year the ‘ Lucinda »’
left the wharf on 119 days, or about one-
third of the whole year.

Mr. BERTRAM: Whether they left the
wharf or not the men had to be there; and
-on the days when the boat went down the
river with schcol children there was a great
deal of work to be done after the boat had
returned to the wharf. The men worked
exceedingly long hours during the summer
months when the boat went to the bay; and
he did not think £123 a year was sufficient.

Mr. MAY: Is was considered a triviality
to discuss the question of increasing the
salary of the pooriy-paid man to a higher
rate; but when it was a question of in-
creasing the salary of a man receiving £800
or £1,000 a year 1t was considered a mattor
of importance. Every man should be taken
on his merits; and consideration should also
be given to the duties he had to perform. I
was said that the *‘Lucinda’ only went
down the bay 119 times last year: and it
was to be assumed she returned to the wharf
the same number of times, so that there fol-
lowed the work comsequent on such returns.
The *‘Lucinda” was frequently used for
Cabinet excursions, so that the members of
the crew had to be alwavs ready to be called
upon at a moment’s notics. He thought the
waszes of the seamen might verv well be in-
coreased from £123 to £156 per annum. The
cost of living had been materially increased
during the past iew years, and the men he
had mentioned were undoubtedly entitled
to something that would help them to meet
that increased cost. There was no class in
the community who were deserving of
greater encouragement than our seamen, and
he heped the Premier would see his way to
give the seamen employed on ths © Lucinda>?
some better recognition.

Question put and passed.

THURSDAY ISLAND.

The PREMIER moved that £991 be
granted for “ Thursday Island.” During the
late year the old Government Resident, axry
esteemed officer, had passed away, and had
heen yreplaesd hy Mr. Lee-Bryes, who hacs,
discharged his duties in a very cfficient man —
ner. There was an increase in the vote of
£20, the signalman having had his salarxs
increased by that amount. The Governmen +
Resident got £48 for extra cost of living,
and the carpenter and the signalman eacky
drew 2s. a day on account of extra cost of
living. Formerly the “ John Douglas” hacg
‘been controlled by the Government Resident
but it had now been transferred to the Trea, —
sury Department, and was located at Coolc —
town. They were awaiting advices from the
Government Resident as to what type ofF
boat would be suitable for his work; bugs
#0 far the information was not to hand, ancg
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consequently they had not been able to ask
for a%y pzzwisign. When the information
desired was available, they would take the
necessary action to meet the .Government
Resident’s requirements, for it was con-
sidered desirable that the Government Resi-
dent should have a boat to enable him to
discharge his duties.

Mr. FORSYTH : In the Marine HEstimates
the provision for Cooktown had been in-
creased from £1,728 to £1,834; the'ltem for
the *“John Douglas” had been increased
from £1,182 to £1,268, and the cost of the
pilot station at Cooktown had been included
in the £1,834 provided for the current year.
He presumed the pilot station was for“book-
town. Altogether, therefore, the ° John
Douglas” was to cost £1,268. Again, on
page 58 of the Estimates, under the heading
of * General Contingencies” for buoys and
the maintenance of certain steamers, includ-
ing the ¢ John Douglas,” the vote had been
increased from £1,600 to £1,750, an increase
of £150. He would like some expla‘?amon
of the figures in connection with the John
Douglas.”

The PREMIER explained that the extra
cost of living and incidentals had to be con-
sidered in conpection with the total annual
cost of the “John Douglas,”” which had
been transferred to the Treasury Depart-
ment. The Harbour-master, Capeain Mac-
kay, had been requiring for some consider-
able time past a boat of the type of the
“ John Douglas,”’ and he had advocated that
one should be placed at Cooktown. The
“ John Douglas’ was not a very fine boat
or a very fast one, and they had in con-
templation the putting of bigger boiler
power in her and generally of giving her
better machinery. It was cor}sldered, how-
ever, unwise to make any big a,ltera.tm‘ns,
and as it was known she would serve the
purposes of the Treasury Department, in con-
nection with coastal lights and so on, she
had accordingly been transferred to that
department. They intended, however, to
give the Government Resident a boat to
enable him to disckarge the duties apper-
taining to his office.

Mr. Fraeiry: What sovi of hoat? A motor-
boat, or some obsolete old steamer ?

The PREMIER: The kind of boat had
not yet been decided.

Mr. MAY said they had before them a
vote of £991, and yet they were talking in
thousands, which all came of transferring
things from one department to another.
Such transfers fogged ordinary members
who were not able to deal with figures in
the manner the hon. member for Murrumba
was.

Mr. FORSYTH: The appropriation for
the ** John Dovnglas” for 191112 was £1,192,
and that for the current year was 31,268,
Then, again, there was no mention 1n _the
vote of incidentals or extra cost of living,

and he thought it would be wise

[7.30 p.m.] to put down on the Xstimates

the actual cost of the ¢ John
Douglas,”” for to say that that boat was
only going to cost £1,208 was misleading.
The incidentals and the extra cost of living
<hould be put down under the head ‘John
Douglas,” and then they would have a cor-
rect estimate of what that boat was going
to cost.
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Mr. FIHELLY asked whether it was abso-
lutely necessary that such obsoclete steamers
as the “John Douglas” should be used in
the North?

The Prewier: Captain Mackas says she
is suitable for the work she is doing.

Mr. FIHELLY : The question was: Was
the work worth the expense? It was quite
possible a motor-launch might be run much
more cheaply, and would do the work just
as effectively.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would point

out that the vote for the *‘John Douglas”
will come on later.

My, FIHELLY : £971 was voted last year,
and the swpenditure was over £3,000.

The PREMIER:
last year.

Mr., FIHELLY: He would ask the Pre-
mier’s consideration to that matter in rela-

tion to all obsolete steamers. They should
all be scrapped.

Much more was asked for

Question put and passed.

MISCELLANEQTUS SERVICES.

The PREMIER moved that £48,384 be
granted for ‘ Miscellancous Services.,”” The
item asked for in respect of the subsidy to
the Queensland line of steamers for a four-
weekly service via Torres Strait, was the
same as last year. It cost about £3,080 a
trip. With regard to advertising the State,
they were asking for £2,000 less than was
voted last year. Last year they spent a
little under #£6,000, and in analysing the
nimer items he found the amount paid
to the Government Printer for printing
pamphlets and so forth was about half the
total, or, to be correct, they paid him £2,564
2s, 5d. By kesping on the same course that
he had {oliowed during the last two months
in respect of advertising generally, he would
not nearly use the sum now asked for. -
lesser sum by £250 was asked for the
Quecnrsland Art Gallery.

Mr. May: Does that include the cost of
the pictures purchased recently ?

The PREMIER: No; there would be a
special vote for that. TLast year the Aré
Gallery procured two very nice pictures at
very much below their real intrinsic value.
There was a special item in connection with
the Royal Commission on the Meat Industry.
He thought £1,500 would be sufficient to
meet requirements in that connection, and
he hoped when they got the report that it
would ke well worth the money spent on it.

Mr. LENNON would like the Premier to
give some information as to how long the
contract with regard fto the Queensland line
of stcamers would last. There was a good
deal of discustin~ in the House when the
contract was entered into, and it was pointed
out that the scrvice would be useless unless
the wteamers went back via Torres Srrait,
and an additional subsidy was paid to in-
duca the steamers to go back the same route.
He would like the Premier to state whether
that had been satisfactory, as it would be
a guide in future as to whether they were
really getting value for the money. With
regard to the advertising of the State,
£6.000 was asked for this year, as against
£8,000 voted last ‘year, but, in view of the
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statements recently made by the Premier
about the rush of people to Queensland, and
the eager desire displayed by many people
in the old country nowadays to come to
Queensland in comparison with what was
the case some years ago, the bulk of that
sum might be saved, as £2,000 or £3,000
should be sufficient. In connection with the
Royal Commission on the Mest Industry,
he joined with the Premier in expressing the
hope that it would be a success in every way.
Judging by the reports which had appeared
in the Press, the commission appeared to be
discharging their duties with very great
zeal, and they had pointed out very great
abuses. Hon. members would bear in mind
that in the carly part of the session Opposi-
ition members had strongly advocated the
establishment of abattoirs, not only in Bris-
bane, but in the chief centres of the State,
and he ventured to predict that when they
got the report of the Meat Cowmmission that
suggestion would be intensified, and that
they would have a strong recommendation
from the commission in favour of the estab-
lishment of abattoirs.

The PREMIER: The Government could
denounce the contract with the British-India
Company in three years, but the company
could not denounce it under four years.
They were really not paying any more for
the steamers going wup the coast, because
previously there were only twelve boats a
vear, for which they paid £37,000, while now
they were getting thirteen boats a year, for
which they paid £40,084, which just about
covered the dues charged in passing through
the Suez Canal. The service was instituted
for the benefit of North Queensland. Bris-
bane was the terminal port for many over:
sca  vessels, and the residents of North
Queensland claimed that they were subjected
to delay and extra charges through having
no direct service. Then again, the service
was valuable in connection with immigra-
tion, because, when the assisted immigrants
came round the coast, there was a danger
of them going ashore in Melbourne or Syd-
uay and not returning to the boat. Now
when they left the old land and came by the
British-India Clompany’s boats, the stcamers
delivered them at the port for which they
had shipped. With regard to advertising,
as he had already remarked, he quite antici-
pated keeping within the vole, as he was
not advertising quite so largsly as last year.

Mr. HARDACRE would like some infor-
mation in regard to the subsidy of £40.084
for the four-weekly service vid Torres
Strait. That was a very large sum, and,
while he admitted that they got a good deal
of service rendered for the money, it was
worthy of consideration whether, in addition
to the service rendered, in regard to immi-
gration and general advantages to the State
—whether they should, not insist, in connec-
tion with any renewal of the contract, in
having some control over the freights.

The PremMmmr: The freight is identically
the same right through.

Mr. HARDACRE: He was very glad to
hear that. e did not want it to be under-
stood in any way that he was making an
attack on the company, which was getting
a very large subsidy, for the large increase
in freights which had come about during the
last year or so, but it was a matter of

Mr. Hardacre. |
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such public importance that it occurred to
himm  that while passing that vote they
might get some information regarding the
matter. IHe had been assured by merchants
in Brishane that within the last few years
freights to Great Britain and back had con-
siderably increased. He was shown the
books of one merchant in Brisbane, which
showed that there was something like a 37
per cent. increase in freights, on the same
class of goods, to what was charged ten
vears ago. That was a matter of very great
concern to the merchants of Queensland.
He knew that all over the world freights
were increasing, and only the other day he
saw in one of the Sydney newspapers that
American freights were going up. He also
knew that there was a very large increase
in the cost of building ships. It was &
matter which was affecting the business ot
‘Queensland, and there was a good deal of
antagonistic comment; whether justifiable
or not he did not know, and for that reason
he thought he would take the oppor-
tunity  of seeing whether they could get
some Information as to whether the increase
in freights was justifiable or not. He hoped
the hon. member for Murrumba would give
the Committee some information on the
matter.

My, FORSYTH pointed out that this par-
ticular agreement was one of the best that
the Government had ever entered into. It
was quite true that in ‘the carly days the
people of North Quecnsland complained most
bitterly that they were neglected, beecause,
when there was no subsidy, the vessels did
not go through the Suez Canal owing to the
heavy expense In connection with dues. He
did not think the subsidy given by the
Queensland Governmsnt more than pawrd the
dues on going through the Suez Canal. Pre-
vious to the subsidy being paid the vessels
preferred to go round the Cape of Good
Hope, and the first port of call was Fro-
mantle, and from there the steamers went
to Melbourne and then on to Sydney, and
by the time the goods got to North Queens-
land anyone who understood auything about
it at all would know the cnormous delay
cansed through Brisbane being the last port
of call. Another grievance was in connec-
tion with the freights that the merchants of
North Queensland had to pay. here was
a most peculiar arrangement at first under
which the people of North Queensland had to
pay more for their freights than the people
of Brisbane. Brisbane was the last port of
call, and y2t the freights were cheapex
than to any other ports on the Queensland
coast. It was hardly right that the ports
of Nerth Quesusland should be penalisad to
pay a much higher rate, and he suggestecd
to Mr. Kidston to put a clause in the agree-
ment so that the people in the North would
not have to pay more than Brisbane. That
clause was put into the agreement, and the
freights were now the same from any port
of Queensland to London. There was also
a clause in the agreement which provided
that the vessels would call at any port alonge
the coast which would guarantee 150 tons of
cargo. He thought that was a splendid ar-
rangement and was far better than bringing
the goods to Brisbane and then transhipping:
them back to the port of destination by onca
of thecoastal steamers. The State saved a.
considerable amount of money by that ar-
rangement, as the goods were now delivered
at the ports for which they were intended,
and there was very little brought on to Bris~

[M+. Hardacre.
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bane and transhipped- back again. So long
as the steamer could get 150 tons of cargo
it would call at any port, and that was 2a
great thing for Queensland. He was sur-
prised that the ports of Q.ueensland did not
take more advantage of it, because it did
not matter how the cargo was made up; it
could be given by fifty men who would have
3 tors of cargo each.

Mr. LesxoN: What about the return trips?

Mr. FORSYTH : Most of the vessels went
back vi4 the Torres Strait route. A g’pod many
of them went to Sydney to fill up with cargo,
and then went home viad North Queensland.
There was no trouble about the return trip
when the wool scason was on, as the steamers
obtained suffcient cargo from the wool and
ore. Of course most of the wool was brought
to Brisbane for the Brisbane wool sales, bub
still a good portion of it was sent home by
the British-India steamers. The agreement
vas also a splendid thing for Cairns, as there
was so much Cairns loading to be obtained
now that the vessels all called there. They
frequently had 500 or 600 tons of cargo for
Cairns, and as they went straight into the
port it enabled the merchants to get thewr
goods cheaper, and also e¢nabled them to sell
their goods cheaper to the people. They

could not expect the vessels to  go back
emapty, but whenever there was any cargo
thew always went back vid North Queens-
land. With regard to the immigrants, it

was much better for them to be, Janded at
cular port they sverc coming to—-say
Towneville, or Cairns, or anywhere else—
rather than bring them on to Brizbane and
eand them back hy a smaller vessel. He
noticed that there was an item of £4,286 in
connection with the arbitration experises pa}d
to the Acolimatiswtion Society. Ile would
like the Premier to give some explanation
about that.

The PREMIER: Under the terms of the
agreement they paid to tha Acqhmatlsat:on
Socicty -£3,835. Then they paid half the
cost of the award amounting to £132 19s. 6d.;
counsel’s fees £2%6 18s. 6d., and witnesses
expenses £81 Ts. 6d., making a total of
£4956 bs. 6d. That was the portion of
land that they had since leased to the Na-
tional Association. In reply to ths lon.
member for Herbert, he could tell him that
on three occasions in the last twelve months
the boats had not returned to London via
North Queensland: but before pursuing their
journey South ihey gotb the consent of the
Government so to do, and before the .Go;
vernment gave that consentb they ascertamncc
that no freights were possible from any port
in North Quecssland. The greatest satisfac-
tion = obtained from the company, as they
mot the Government in every possible way.
Whilst there was an amount of £40,084 covn
for subsidy to the line of stcamers he would
point out that the Government gained
£10.000 in respect of immigrants. They were
paying the company £3,900 roughly for }3100
immigrants, which was_much less than othe:
ships were now demanding.

Mr. ForsyrH : What is the contract price?

The PREMIER: £12 18 per adult; so
thev saved money there. They also saved
money through not having to pay for the
transfer of passengers at Brisbane and then
sending them up to Northern porés. When
the vessel did not call at Mackay and they
had to pay for the tranship of the pas-
sengers at Townsville, it cost them another
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£180 to send, them on to Mackay. Now that
the vessels called at all the ports, the
‘Government saved all these transfer charges.
He understood that the company were now
building some new boats for the service, and
he hoped that it would be largely availed
of as a passenger service coming down this
coast.  Visitors-from England arriving in
Australia between April and August could
not do better than take the British-India
boats as in coming down the North coast of
Queensland they -would get all the beauties
of the scenery there.

Mr. HarpAcRE: What control have you got
over the freights?

The PREMIER: The Government have
no control at all over the freights except
that they must be uniform from each port.

Mr. LexxonN: It is a great improvement.

The PREMIER: If the company charged
£2 from Brisbane, they must also charge £2
from any other port. The Government could
cancel the agreement in three years if they
wished to-—and he did not think they wished
to—but the company could not cancel it under
four years.

Mr. FIHELLY considered that the sub-
sidy to the line of stcamers was not alto-
gether a good principle. The Premier said
that the freights were controlled by the Go-
vernment.

The PREMIER : INo; I said that the freights
must be uniform all along the coast.

Mr. FIHELLY : He must have misunder-
stood the Premier. IHe thought that the
freight to Cairns should be less than that
to Brisbane, and it should be altered.

Mr. FomrsyrH: You cannot do it.

Mr. FIHELLY : No; the shipping ring
was too strong.

The Premizr: We cannot do anything
now, as the arrangement must last for three
years. '

Mr. FIHELLY : He knew that nothing
that he could say could alter the arrange-
ment for threo years, but it was a pity that
the administrators of the State did not en-
deavour to get a fair rate fixed in the first
place. The contract was a very substantial
one, espacially when they considered that im-
migrants were still brought to Brisbane, and
transhipped to Northern ports in the coastal
vessals. How long had the agreement been
in force?

The Prumier: Three years.

Mr. FIHELLY: He had scen goods for
Maryborough and Bundaberg amounting to
more than 150 tous brought to Brisbane and
transhipped to those places. That was not
a fair thing, sceing that they paid the com-
pany £1,000 a week.

The PremIER: Hvery time they were re-
quested to discharge at Maryborough they
never hesitated. All they ask for is prompt
despateh.

Mr, FIHELLY: The subsidised line of
steamers was not such a boon to the North
as was supposed.

Mr. Murpuy : It is better than having none
at all.

Mr. FIHELLY: Yes, it was better than
the previous state of affairs, but it was not
worth £1,000 o week It was batter for the
gonsumer, but he was one who would like
to -see less material brought into Australia.

[9 Ocrosrr.]
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He considrred that £1,000 a week was too
much compensation for ihe trivial benefit
whizh the peeple of the North

[8 p.m.] received. With respect to the
sum of £6,000 for advertising the
State, that should be divided hetween the

Avent-General’s Office and the Tourist
Bareau. Abkout £20,000 was spent last year
in advertising the State, and that amount
was separated under throe different heads.
He thought an endeavour should be made to
bunch it under the two heads he had men-
tioned. It had been intimatel by the Chief
Seeretary that he did not think it would be
nccessary to advertise o bountifully as had
been done in the past; consequently he did
not think the sum of £6,009, included in this
vote, would be required.

Mr. ADAMSON: With regard to the ac-
ccmmodation provided for imigrants on
these boats, particaizrly in resard to the
food supplied, he understood there was an
inquiry being held at present, and he would
like to know whether immigrants were pro-
perly provided for by the company. Some of
the immigrants landed in Rockhampton com-
piained bitterly about the way in which they
were treated on the steamers; and he hoped
the Premier would sce that everything neces-
sary for the comfort of iminigrants was pro-
vided.

The PREMIER: Iic could assure the hon.
gentleman that this was a matter into which
the closest investigation +was always made.
When the immigrants reached a port they
were asked if they had any complaints to
make; and if there was anything like a
reasonabie complaint, investigation was mad.
In the case of the *“ Roscommnion,” though the
complaint made was rezarded as a rather
shadowy one, it was considered that it would
be better to look into the matter. There was
an error made by an officer in the old land
over whom the (Government had no control
—namely, th: Commonwsslth officer, whose
duty it was to pass the meat Doubtless
more would be heard about that. Hehad not
seen the report of the police magistrate who
inquired infto the matter, but word had bﬂecn
passed tc him that it had reached his office,
and he understood that the magistrate com-
pletely cxcnerated the ship. Every reasonable
care was taken; but sometimes when men
and women gof together in numbers on a
vessel, they were likely to become irritable
and fractious. When people who were used
to plenty of work found themselves in idle-
ness for some weaks, it was a case of ‘° Satan
finding mischief for idle hand: to do.” As
he said before, anything like a reasonable
complaint was fully investigated; and, on
the whole, they had reason to congratulate
themselves on the service.

At 8.6 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under Standing Order
No. 11, I call upon the hon. member for
Tast Toowoomba, Mr. Roberts, to relieve me
in the chair.

Mr. RoBERTS thercupon took the chair.

Mr. HUNTER: One item he would like
to refer to, particularly was the vote for the
Royal Commission on the¢ Meat Industry.
He understood that this commission would
shortly present a report, and he was anxious
that the report should not be shelved. There-
was a long discussion on the Address in
Reply with respect to the commission, and

Mr. Hunter.)
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he believed that the result of its investiga-
tions would be good. He would like to see
the duties of the commission somewhat ex-
tended. with a view of ascertaining the actual
state of the meat trade. Recently it Wag
publicly announced that an Amecrican beef
trust had established itself in Brisbane, and
t> him that souaded rather ominous. He
was afraid there was grest danger of serious
results, net only to the consamer, but also
to the prodacer. e knew a number of
prominent pastoralists who took the same
aspect of the case. Something like three
years apo, whon speaking on the Financia]
Statement, he urged the Government to look
into the matter of our moat supplies, also thoe
treaturent which producers were receiving
from the packers and exporters of meat. He
was of opinion that had the Government
stepped in then, they would have prevented
this American meat” trust from establishing
itself in Queensland. Some people regarded
this as a very desirable thing; but they knew
very well that this trust in America wiped
out all competitors; and the small packing
houses in Queensland would be compelled to
play a very small part in the business. The
trusts would simply pay their own prices
for cattle and sheep.

Mr. TrovT: What will the other fellows
be doing?

Mr. Morean: Half of them are buying at
their own prices now.

Mr. HUNTER: It was because he knew
three years ago something of the kind would
happen that he suggested to the Govern-
ment that they should becowse packers and
agents for the producers. These trusts had
only to get a footing; and when they did
that the producer and the consumer aliko
would suffer. Whether the Government could
do anything in the matter he did not know ;
it might be that the Federal Governmeng
would have to deal with the matter. A4
any rate, they should hear something from
the commission on this important question .
With regard to advertising the State, he
agreed that the vote -was too much split up.
He was of opinion that the amounts for
advertising should be submitted to the House
in detail; and he intended to ask for =
return showing the actual amount spent on
advertising, and the newspapers to which
amounts were paid. With regard to the
subsidy for the Torres Sirait service, hes
thought that as far as North Queensland
was concerned it was deserving of the vote ;
and if there was one thing to the credit of
the Government—and of past Governments—
it was that they had endeavoured to deal
fairly with the Northern ports, instead of
concentrating everything in the capital, ag
was_done in New South Wales. What he
would like to see was better provision with
regard to freights, becuuse it was not right
for Northern merchants to pay as much as
Southern merchants by this service. He
quite recognised that freights had gone up
in Australia; but that had been the case
all over the world. It must not be sSup -
posed, however, that this increase went into
the pockets of .the merchants. If the mer.
chant had to pay more in the shape of
freight, he simply passed it on, and the
consumer was the one who had to suffer in
the end. If it were possible in making-
contracts to limit charges for the time for
which the contract was made, he thoughts
it would be a good thing, because it would

[Mr. Hunter.
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prevent companies from entering into a ring
and raising prices. In America they were
suffering from the very same cause—they
could not get enough bottoms to carry their
goods, notwithstanding the increase in the
nuinber of boats made from time to time.
So far as the boats were concerned, he
thought they were fortunate in having a
contract which did not expire for three
years.

Mr. MORGAN wished ‘to refer to the
commission that was inquiring into the
question of the export of meat, and he felt
that when the Meat Commission presented
its report they would find that it had arrived
at some very satisfactory concluszions, So
far as the meat trust was concern_ed, thc
scare concerning it had originated in Vie-
toria, and he was quite satisfied that, had
the trust in question determined to spend
its money in Melbourne and to erect very
large freczing works in that city, we would
have heard very little about the American
meat trust. Because, however, the trust
had come to Queensland. and was prepared
to spend some hundreds of thousands of
pounds in the neighbourhood of Brisbane,
the Argus and other Melbourne papers
had taken the matter up, with the result
that there had been an outery throughout
the whole of Australia, and he was very
sorry to see that there were people who pro-
fesied to have an interest in Queensland who
had talzen up this cry that had originated
in Victoria. Anvone who had cattle to sell
kne¢# what the position was, and that there
had been during the past four or five years
a meat trust in oneration in Quesnsland.

Mr. HUNTER: You mean a meat ring.

Mr. MORGAN: He meant a meat trust.

Mr. HrwsteR: There is a big difference
between the two.

Mr. MORGAN: There might be ““ a dis-
tinction without a difference.” The ring,
or trust, regulated the prices, and thai was
what concerned the people in the ccuntry

most. There were four or five firms in
Queensland who regulated the prices for
cattle.  Assuming another firm stepped in,

it would simply mean that there would be
six instead of five. At present the stock-
owners were under the thumb of the meat
exporters, and anyone had only to pick up
the newspapers to verify his contention. Tt
would be seen that in the South the price
for fat stock was 100 per cent. higher than
in Queensland. It was a well-known fact
that a Southern firm had endecavoured to
secure 100 beasts a week in Queensland. but
had been told that it could secure no ship-
ping space. The very dayv that firm stopped
buving in Brisbane the price fell down from
£l to 18s. per hundred, and that very day
one local firm bought 500 head of cattle at
15s. per 100 1b. He asked why should they
interfere with another firm that was coming
to Queensland to spend thousands of pounds
ir the crection and maintenance of works,
and which was going to compete against a
ring already in existence.

Mr. HarDACRE: It is bigger than the whole
lot here now.

Mr. MORGAN: It was alleged there was
going to be a ring that would regulate
prices, and that the big trust would eat up
the little ring. They had been told by a
man who owned large freezing works—by
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John Cooke—that the graziers of Australia
should oo dov» on their knees and thank
him because he had established freezing
works in Queensland. They had been get-
ting from 16s. to 20s. per 100 lb. for their
beef, and now complaints were made simply
because there was going to be another firm
which would compete for their beef, and
which would be able to take up what the
other people could not use. Although there
was a depression in Queensland, there were
thousands of fat cattle which the owners
could not sell, and they had to keep waiting
in their turn for men to come and inspect
them. If there was a freezing works which
could freeze so many thousands a month,

the graziers would not have to wait for °

someone to come along and lift their stock.
The cattle would be Iifted when they were
ripe, instead of perhaps having to remain
a couple of months and perhaps waste. That
was the position they had been in for years,
and the moment the man came along who
was going to alter the situation a cry was
raised by people and by a Press—that had
never been favourable to Queensland—that
there was a danger of a meat trust. Those
men who had originated that cry had done
their best in the past to prevent people from
coming to Queensland. Unfortunately, there
were people in Queensland ready to take up
the bogey that had been raised. Australia
was not a country that was likely to allow
any trust to pei out of hand. The graziers
of Australia, if the occasion warranted, could
form their own freszing works, and a trust
could not operate in Australia like it could
in America. In the first place, they did
not have the railways, and then, again, it
would not have the Government with it.
There was no Government in Australia,
whether it wa: Liberal or Labour, that was
favourable to the trusts.

The Premizr: Hear, hear!

Mr. liuxter: You are favourable to the
American meat trust now.

Mr. MORGAN: He was favourable to
an American meat trust that was prepared
to do legitimate business.

Mr. Hunter: Did you ever know an
American meat trust that did legitimate
business?

Mr. MORGAN: Perhaps it might be
possible to find the hon. member for Maranoa
a party to the regulation of prices. He him-
self was always in favour of competition.

Mr. Hunter: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. MORGAN: If he did not know, the
hon. member for Maranoa could not teach
him. He knew just as much about this par-
ticular question as the hon. member,
although he did not claim to have a mono-
poly of the common sense of the House.
When he did talk, however, he used his
own brains. He did not use information
supplied by other members and go back on
his clection pledges.

Myr. Hunter: That is not the truth.

Mr. MORGAN: He could tell the hon.
member for Maranoa something that he
would not like. He would let the House
judge whether what he said was true or not.
He was satisfied that the Government would
not do anything to prevent legitimate com-
petition, no matter whether that competition
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came from America or not. When it was
found that it had actually become a trust,
then it would be time for the Government
to interfere, and not before.

Mr. Huxter: They are a trust now.

Mr. GILDAY said he had had no desire
to get up, but the remarks that had been
made by the hon. member for Murilla had
compelled him to do so. He recognized that
the whole of the items under “ Miscellaneous
Services” had been well debated. With re-
gard to the subsidy, he pointed out that if
no provision had been made to compel the
company that was receiving such subsidy
to charge only reasonable amounts for the
conveyance of goods from the old country
to Australia, then they had left it open for
the company to crcate a monopoly, in view
of the fact that no other company could
compete with them owing to the financial
assistance given by the State to the sub-
sidised company. However, the matter he
specially wished to refer to was in regard
to  the item, ‘ Expenses Royal Com-
mission on Meat Industry.” That commis-
sion was a most important matter to the
public of Queensland. When the ex-leader
of the Opposition, Mr. Bowman, and he
had spoken on the Address in Reply, they
had specially dealt with the meat industry
of Queensland, and their remarks on the
subject of abattoirs and the inspection of
meat kad been ridiculed. The commission,
however, had proved conclusively to jbhe
public that it was imperative that something
should be done in th matter of meat inspeec-
tion, and what had been said already on
his side of the House had been justified by
the evidence so far given before the com-
mission; in fact, the information already
gleaned by the commission had more than
justified the action of the Premier in ap-
pointing it. A good deal had been said by.
the hon, member for Murilla with regard to
the attitude of Victoria to the American
meat trust. That trust was now in exist-
ehco in DBrisbane, controlled by Swift and
Armour. The hon. member for Murilla
had said that the Victorian Government
would have been pleased if the trust had
established their business in Melbourne. He
therefore wished to tell the hon. member
that the trust had endeavoured to establish
its business in Victoria, but without success,
for the reason that the Victorian Govern-
ment would not allow it to do so.

Mr. MorgaN: Why?

Mr. GILDAY: He would tell the hon.
member why. The trust then attempted to
establish a place in New South Wales; but
again without success. It therefore came to
Queensland. The trust was in.Brlsbane_at
the present time, and whether it was going
to make things worse or better for the
stockraiser had to be proved. If, however,
they went to America for information con-
cerning trusts, they would find that the meab

trust was absolutely one of the

18.30 p.m.] worst things that had got a grip

of the country. They would find
that the present company that was making a
home for itself in Brisbane had a ca:p.ltal of
about £40,000,000 and was in a position, so
far as exporting was concerned, to wipe the
present meatworks in Brisbane out of exist-
ence in three years if it so desired. They
had dore so in America, particularly in the
Argentine. '

Mr. Gilday.]
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Mr. TroUT: Have the Government got
control of the railways in America ?

Mr. KIRWAN: What difference does that
make?

The PRrEMIER:
world.

Mr, GILDAY : He would admit that that
was & great factor. While the people con-
trolled the railways, they might be able to
<o something with regard to preventing the
trust monopolising things as it did in
America, but it was going to be detrimental
both to the pastoralists and the people of
sQucensland.

Mr. -Morean: We are perfectly willing
to give it a trial, at all events.

Mr. GILDAY: In America the trust was
prepared to offer to the pastoralists a higher
rate for cattle than what the local meat-
works would give, and also to offer higher
wages than the ruling rates paid prior to the
time the trast was established. few
million pounds was nothing to them. They
crushed everyone out, and solely controlled
the market, and as a result the wage-earners
and the markets were in the clutches of this
great monopoly. It would be a good thing
here for the pastoralists for two or three
vears, and also for the workers in that par-
ticular industry, but eventually it would be
the means of raising the price of meat to
such an exorbitant degree that it would be
out of the reach of the people of the State.
He did not think that that would be a good
thing for Queensland. He felt certain that
the statement of the hon. member for
Murilla that there were thousands of head
of fat cattle in Quesnsland that the buyvers
would not go out and inspect, was quite in-
correct; he repudiated that statement.

Mr. MorGaN: I can prove it.

_ Mr. GILDAY : That statement was not
Tight. He left it to the hon. member for
Enoggera to say whether if there was fat
cattle available in Queenslazd, they would
not send a buyer anywhere within 1,600
ailes to see whether they were fit for con-
sumption. He did not see how a member
who could make a statement of that kind
could ridicule the hon. member for Maranoa.

Mr. Mor@ax: I proved it in one of the
offices this week.

Mr. GILDAY: He was quite prepared
to state that they could get ten buyers to-
morrow morning who would go out to in_—
spect any number from 1,000 to 10,000 heacdd
of cattle, if they were fit for consumption _
The argument of the hon. member for
Murilla in support of the meat trust was
absolutely ridiculous. He must confess tha+t
if the hon. member had half the ability of
the hon. member for Maranoa, he might be
an acquisition to this House. He hoped the
Premier would go further in connection witiy
the Meat Commission, and that by this time
next year he would have a larger amount ory
the Estimates to warrant the erection of the
most up-to-date abattoirs in the Common -
wealth. Jf he did that it would be a goocy
thing, and safeguard the health of thea
people.

Question put and passed.

All the difference in the

HoME SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
CHIEF OFFICE.

‘The HOME SECRETARY moved thaw
£4,000 be granted for “ Chief Office.”  Hory _

[Mr. Gilday.
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members would observe that there was an in-
crease in the vote of £46. There were
increases to the chief clerk of £40, to the
record clerk «£10, the accountant .£50, the
correspondent clerk £20, and £20 to Mr.
Crosser. There was increased provision for
the salary of R. H. Robinson, who was
appointed at £125 vice 8. J. Fuller deceased,
who was in receipt of £90, and an increase
to Robinson of £10, make a total of £40.
There was an increase to Mr. G. Harrison
of £10. There was a decrease, owing to
the resignation of Mr. Holmes, which
vacancy had not been filled, of £100; a_de-
crease, owing to the transfer of Mr.
McCallum, who was an inspector at £110,
and the appointment of Mr. Hunter at £60,
and an increase to Mr. Dickinson of £21.
There was a decrease in the provision for a
typist, who was paid a salary of £120, and
who resigned, another typist being appointed
at £70. There was an increase to the chief
messenger and clerk, Mr. Mulcahy, of £15
a year, his salary being increased to £250,
and increases to the assistant messenger and
junior messenger, of £10 each. The increases
came to £246, but with the decreases de-
ducted therefrom, the net increase was £4
All the officers who had received these in-
creases were deserving of them; their atten-
tion to duty in every way warranted the
increase.

Mr. THEODORE: It had been the prac-
tice to have a gencral discussion on the first
vote of a department, and he thought it
would be profitable to the Committee to
adopt that practice with regard to the Home
Secretary’s Department. On account of the
Police Department being part of it, however,
it might be as well if they refrained from
discussing that department until they came
t> the specific vote. He had a good deal to
say regarding the allocation of the increases
to the police, but he would defer his remarks
until they came to the vote for that specific
purpose. He would like to call the atten-
tion of the Home Secrstary to th: necessity
for some alteration in the law regarding elec-
toral registration. e thought they might
take the opportunity to make a few remarks
on the subject here, so that the hon. member
could give his opinion oun the subject. He
thought the House should have an oppor-
tunity during the session of discussing the
question of an amending Act to make better
provision for the enrolment of electors in
Queensland, but it seemed they were not to
have the opportunity. He would ask the
Home Secratary to comsider the necessity of
making some better prevision for the enrol-
ment of intending electors. Did he mnob
think it was necessary to have an altera-
tion in regard to the cualilication and dis-
gralification of electors for the election of
members to the State Legislature? Did he
not think it was necessary to reduce the resi-
dent’s qualification tc make it more nearly
conform to the qualification for the Common-
wealth Parliament? He noticed, on compar-
ing the figures as to the number of clectors
enrolled in the State and the number of
electors enrolled in the Commonwealth, that
in recent years there was a very big disparity.
In 1910 and 1909 there w-re about 30,000
more on the Commonwealth roll than on the
State roll, and that was brought about by
the facility given to Intending electors to
cenrol under the Commonwealth law, and the
difficult process to enrol under the State law.
There was a necessity to reduce the qualifica-
tion in order that all persons who had been
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resident in the State for three months should
be able to vote, and the process of getting
on the roll hould be simplified. The present
system had beccme obsolete, as there were
other checks which were equally cfficacious
and much more satisfactory. Ile would call
the attention of the Home Secretary also to
the necessity for making some better pro-
vision in the matter of counting votes. 'The
recent  disclosures in  connection with the
Tlactions Tribunal had indicated the neces-
sity of having an amendment of the law in
that direction, and he would like some pre-
nouncement from the Home Secretary regard.-
ing the matter. He was glad the hon.
gentleman had given particulars of the n-
creases in the chief office. A good many in-
creases were provided, but those increases
were warranted, as the increased cost of
living affected members of the public service
as well as the general community. He could
not understand how it was that the depart-
ment still described Mr. Mulcahy as a mes.
senger.  His duties were such that they
rierited a litferent description. '

The HOME SECRETARY: The matters
concerning which the deputy leader of tho
Opposition had spoken were already engag-
ing the attention of the officers of the Home
Department, who were entrusted with elec.
toral matters. Thoss defects had certainly
become very apparent during the past fow
weeks, and undoabtedly some of ihem ro-
quired amending. He was not prepared to
mdicate what action would be taken in con-
nection with the reduction of the residence
qualification. but that matter would receive
consideration. He would like to point out
with regard to the disparity in the number
of electors on the State roll and the number
o1 the Commounsoalth roll, that difference
was mole apparent than real, for the simple
fact that in connection with the State elec-
toral roll, the offices were very accurate
indeed, and in case of the death of an elector,
there were very few instances in which that
elector was not marked off the roll, but it
was a difficult thing indeed to get an elector
off the Commonwealth roll, even after his
death. He might mention the case of his
own father, whose name was retained on the
Commonwealth roll for two years after his
death, and he took it that there were many
other similar cases. He had just received in-
formation, which he had no doubt was
authentic, as 1t came from the permanent

" head of the Home Department, that on the
latest revision there was only a difference of
2.000 between the number on the State roil
and the number on the Commonweslth roll.
It did not matter on what side of the House
they might be, those were matters that re-
quired attention, and he could give hon.
members the assurance that all the matters
referred to by the hon. member for Chillagoe
would have comsideration when the Bill was
being drafted. As a matter of fact, it was
being drafted already.

Mr. THEODORE: Will it be introduced this
session?

The HOMIE SECRETARY: He did not
think there was any chance of it being in-
troduced this session, but it was being drafted,
and all matters which had cropped up re-
cently would receive serivus consideration.

Mr. KIRWAN pointed out the necessity
of having some amendment in the direction
of absentee votes. It was a very strange
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thing that when the primary votes were being
counted it was absolutely necessary for the
candidates, or their scrutineers, to be pre-
sent, but in the counting of absentee votes
such was not the case. Some returning
officers, in order to avoid suspicion, had al-
lewed the candidates or their representatives
to be present at the counting of the absentee
votss, but he was pointing the matter oub
because there was nothing to prevent an un-
scrupulous returning officer from desiroying
vetes or doing anything he liked with them.
There was nothing to prevent him opening
such votes in the privacy of his own office,
and such a state of affairs should not be
allowed to exist for ome solitary moment.
All elections should be open and above board,
and if it was necessary for primary votes to
be counted in the presence of scrutineers, it
was more necsssary still that absentee votes
should be dealt with in a similar manner,
and that the candidates should be thoroughly
satisfied that all votes were boni fide. With
regard to the Principal Hlectoral Registrar,
no more competent or upright gentleman
could oceupy that position, and the officials
were all that could be desired. As one who
had to do with those gentlemen, he might
state that they were-always ready to render
every assistance to any elector who went
there to get information, or to get his name
on the roll.

Mr. MORGAN: He noticed that there
was an increase of £62,000 in the amount
ptaced on the Home Secretary’s Estimates
as compared with the amount voted last
year. The principal increase In the vote
was in connection with the police, and the
increase there amounted to £37,000. It
would give general satisfaction in the coun-
try to know that the lower-paid branch of
the police service—the constables—were re-
ceiving an increase in their pay. Everyone
must admit that the pay the polices were
receiving hitherto, considering that rates had
gone up in other walks of life, was not a
fair thing. He noticed that there was an
increase of £200 for the Commissioner of
Police. The Commissioner received £800
now. While he was an exceptionally good
officer, still, when they considered that the
Estimates had been cut down owing to the
depression and other things, it was strange
that the Commissioner of Police should be
set down to receive an extra £200.

Mr. Kmmwan: They should give it to the
Under Secretary.

Mr. MORGAN: He thought the Under
Secretary received enough, and he also
thought the Commissioner of Police received
a big enough salary. It was time that they
considered the shareholders of Queensland.
The shareholders were the ratepayers and
taxpayers who always had to find the money,
but they were like the shareholders in any
ordinary business. They had been finding
the money for years, and when there was
an increase in business, it appeared to go
to the employees, while the shareholders—
the men who kept the business going and
found the money—were not taken into con-
sideration at all. When men were getting
£400 a year and over in times like they
were passing through at present, they had
no right to receive an increase in their
wages. They knew that the money market
was tight, and there was a certain amount
of depression all over the world. He
noticed - there was a Chief Inspector of

Mr. Morgan. ]
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Police down for £0600, a new office of senior
first-ci mspector  £500, four first-class
inspe at £450, and four sccond-class
ingpectors at £400. He would like to know
~what particular duty they carried out, which
caused them to be all graded like that. Did
the senior first-class inspector do apything
that the frst-class inspector couwid nci dov
He noticed in the ‘“ Miscellaneous Services”
that there was the sum of £5,000 for de-
struction of prickly pear. Last year £10,000
was voted for this purpose, and as only
£5,000 was spent this £5,000 was practically
a revote. A deputation recently waited on
the Home Secretary in connection with
prickly-pear destruction, and he was pleased
to see that the Minister said that the money
was waiting for those who had prickly pear
to destroy, and they had only to come along
and accept it. The Press reporter of that
interview led the people to believe that the
local authorities had only to go into the
Home Secretary and emter into an agree-
ment with him when they would receive a
certain amount of assistance for the destruc-
tion of prickly pear.

Did you think that that

Mr. HuUNTER:
was the case?

Mr. MORGAN: The Press of Queensland
led many people in his electorate to believe
that it was so. They thought that the local
shire council had only got to apply to the
Home Secretary for assistance and they
would get £1 for £1 to destroy prickly
pear. He believed that where a shire had
a small amount of pear to clear costing per-
haps £300 the Home Secretary would grant
5s. or Ts. 6d. in the £1, and where it would
cost perhaps £500 he would grant them £1
for £1, but if there was a shire that had
thickly-infested pear which would gost per-
haps £5,000. 210,000, £20,000, or £100,00
to clear. the Minister was not prepared to
render this shire any assistance at all. Where
the pear was thickest the Minister was not
prepared to render any assistance at all, but
where there was very little pear, and where
the cost to the ratepayers would not be so
great to clear it, the Minister was prepared
to ronder thems assistance.

Mr. Mureay: Did they not take up that
land and undertake to clear it?

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, but they could not
clear the pear off the reserves and the roads.
He knew scores of people who took up
prickly-pear land, who worked it for a num-
ber of years, and then had to leave it. It
was the duty of the Government to be pre-
pared to assist any shire that was prepared
to kill the pear on the roads, and the assis-
tance should not be confined to any parti-
cular locality. If the local authority was
willing to spend money in the destruction of
pear, the Government should render them
some assistance. The Murilla Shire Council
would have to spend £100,000 to clear all
the pear off the roads and reserves in the
shire so badly was it infested. He did not
propose that the Government should ad-
vance such a large sum as that to assist the
shire, but they could clear a small portion
off the roads and reserves first, and the ad-
joining selectors could also clear their land
at the same time. Sooner or later the
prickly-pear question would have to be made
a national question. They noticed in the
report of the Under Secretary for Lands
that it would cost £20,000,000 to clear the

[Mr. Horgan.

[ ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

whole of the pear in Queensland. If it cost
£20,000,000 to-day, it would cost
[9 p.m.] £40,000,000 in ten years. How
were they going to grapple with
it? When would the State cease putting the
whole of the burden on unfortunate settlers,
gome of whom came from other parts of
the world, and did not know what would be
the result of taking up pear land? The
pear was growing, growing, growing; and
unless something was done by the Govern-
ment, it would not be many years before
the whole of the hinterland of South-castern
Queensland would be a solid mass of pear.
The Government should place on the Hsti-
mates a decent sum of money, and subsidise
any local authority that was game to fax
the people to spend £200, £300, or £500 a
year to clear the pear. There was a sum
of £5,000 on the Estimates ‘towa.rds the
work, and it was a paltry nothing compared
with the work to be done. Would the Home
Secretary be able to give assistance to any
particular shire asking for assistance 1In
dealing with prickly pear?

he Hoark Seerprary: They will get it

Mr. MORGAN : FHo was pieased to hear
the hon. gentlemman =ay so. Though f}_lore
might be shires where there was only a little
pear, they should be encouraged to get rid
of it. Ii shire councils would not clear the
pear, he hoped the Goverament wowid force
them to do so, and he hoped subsidies would
he given to assist them in clearing the pear.
It was only fair to do that, and the scuner
the people recognised their duty in this
mutter, and the souner the daily Press of
Brisbane tried to foree the Governmment to
recognies that the matter should be decalt
with from a national standpoint, the sooner
the pear would Lo destroyed. )

My, BEBBINGTON : It was stated by one
gentleman at the dinner given to the Local
Authorities’ Association that he was sorry to
seo the GGovernment were giving a grant to
the local authoritics to help them clear the
pear; he thought that country people should
do it themselves. If that kind of spirit was
going to be in the Government, the country
people would have to look after themselves.
Some time ago people were almost persuaded
by the Minister and officers of the depart-
ment to take up prickly-pear land. A
friend of his pointed out to an intending
settler that it was impossible to clear the
pear and make a living: but the man went
there with his wife and family, spent all
his money in trying to get rid of the pear,
and left after two years withoup a penny.
If that sort of thing was donme by Ministers
and officials of the department, 1t was a
matter that wanted looking into. Ile might
say that it did not apply to the present
Government. but it had occurred in the past.
The people of Queensland, end especially
those who needed it most, were cared for
practically from the cradle to the grave.
Immediately a child wanted locking after,
the State sfepped in and looked after it. I
a child lived in a home whars the surround-
ing conditions were not good. the State had
power to take the child away and place it
where it would have a chance in life. That
was a very good thing. Some hon. members
opposite said that Queensland could be made,
or should be made, a country where people
would come and where they would desiro to
stay. The condition of things in Queens-
land was such that it wes practically &
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workers’ paradise. There was no place
where the worker paid less taxes and got
better looked after than in Queensla;d
Children were cared for in every possiblé
way, and if a man took more than was good
for him he was provided with a place where
he might stay until he came back to his
senses. There was no country where more
was provided for hospitals and things like
that, At St. Helena and other places the
inmates were producing 20 much that they
very nearly cleared expenses. The importang
thing was that they were trying to turn
men out from their gaols who were better
men when they went out than when they
went in. It used to be the custom when i
man got out of gaol to have the polica trail-
ing him up. And if he went anywhere to
look for a job the policoman would go in
after he had leit and say to the prospective
employer, “ Do you know who that man is?
He has been in gaol.” )

Mr. MurpHY: Don’t they do that now?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : He did not think so
and if the case occurred the man concerneci
probably deserved it. The principle of our
present system was to turn out better men
and women.

The HOME SECRETARY: There was
misconception with regard to prickly-pear
‘r{laﬁters fhatvhe wished to clear up. He
claimed credit for having included in the
1910 Local Authoritics Act Amendment Act
@ provision for dealing with wnrickly pear
on the part of loeil authoritics. Wau he
was having that Bill drafted it struck him
that if the State was 7 to give cer-
tain assistance to local aucnorities, the local
authorities themscives might well be called
upon to besr a share in the dostruction of
1:he_ pest. A misonesvilon iesmed to hav;
arisen in the mind of the hon member for
Murilla s+ to the scons of riat ¢lsuse, that
was whether it was intsnded by the d’epart-
ment to put it into of on or not. He
could give the hon. mismber sud the Com.-
mittes t}lc assmrancs that it was proposed fo
put it into operation. ce were certain
arots_‘,xhlch were so badlv infested 1 places
that it was impossibie the local author-
ity, or any person o desiredd to destroy
prickly pear on his soleciion, to undertake
that .dvsuruction. and owing to a szlight de:
foet in the Amendment Set of 1910, the
clause there provided that thw proclamation
must either be in an area. or in a division
of en arca. Hon. members would recollect
that when introducing the further amending
Bill which had just passed through the House
and had been transmitted to the Legislative
Council, he had mads a provision to
meet such o case, insomuch that it was there-
in provided that part of a division or part of
an aresx might be desiared to be clearable
so that to its fullest extent they might be
able to put into operation the clause of the
amending Act of 1910 which required the
Iocal authority to clear where ordered to do
so. He desired to give hon. members the as-
surance that wherc a selector had cleared his
land the local authoritv would have to clear
the roads, and where the land was clearable
whether the selector had cleared his selec
tion or not, the Act would be put in opera-
tion. Where it was declared to be possible
to clear it, the clauses of the Act would be
enforced, and although the Committee were
only asked to vote £5000 for the current
year, obligations had been entered into to
the cxtent of £10,000 with local authorities.
Immediately the Act came into operation he
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causcd to be inserted in the Government
Gazetic of the 23vrd June, 1911, a notice de-
claring certain local authorities to be clear,
and imposing on them the obligation to
cause their areas to be so guarded that no
pear would be permitted to grow in them.
Then there was a number of local authori-
ties which were declared to be clearable. As
soon as the amending Act came into opera-
tion all those portions of other shires and

local authorities which could be cleared
would be likewise proclaimed. The local
authorities themselves did not apparently

realise that they would be compelled to take
action, and it was only when he drew atten-
tion through the Press to the fact that only
one or two local authorities had called upon
him as the Minister of the department admin-
istering the Bill to enter into an agreement
that the rest realised that they would be
compelled to carry out the Act and des-
troy the pear within the time named in the
proclamation.  Others then came forward
for the purpose of entering into the agree-
ment for which provision was made in the
Act. The agrecments already made had, as
he had said, absorbed something like ££10,000,
and it was thought that a furbher provision
of £5,000 would be sufficient for the current
vear. He had informed the Chief Secretary
at the time the Bill became law that what-
ever amount was required it would have to
be granted by the Treasurer—whether it was
£10,000 or £15,000 or £30,000 per annum.
That was the position to-day. They pro-
posed to compel the local authorities to carry
out the law, and they were prepared to find
them up to £1 for £1 to assist them in the
destruction of the pest. The fact that merely
£5,000 was on the appropriation did not
imply that if local authorities came forward
under the proclamation and caused the neces-
sity for the expendiiure of a further <£10,000
or” £15,000. then the requisitc agreements
would not be entered into. They would be
entered into, because, so far as the Home
Seerotary’s Denartment was comeerned, they
intended that the obligations cast upon the
local authorities by the Fouse should be car-
ried out. Memhers might have his assur-
ance to the effect that whensver a local
authority was once proclaimed the Act would
be onforced, and the authority had only to
come along for the agreement to be entered
into to assist it in carrying out its obliga-
tiops. That was the assurance which was
made to him by his colleague, the Trea-
surer, and it was the one which he required
to ho made when he included that provision
in the Bill, and it was one that he desired to
make to the Committee to-night.

Mr. HUNTER: He would like to be
quite clear with regard to the statement of
the Home Seceretary that where selectors had
cleared their land of pear, and there were
roads adjoining them infested with pear,
the local authorities would have to clear the
pear on the roads concerned. Did he under-
stand that the Fome Secretary was pre-
parcd to assist the local authorities to do
that? When passing the Local Authorities
Amending Act of 1910, power was given to
tho Home Secretary to proclaim areas thab
might be made clean of pear. and to give
£1 for £1 towards the cost of clearing the
pear. When that clause was going throug
the House, he was anxious to impress on the
Home Sccretary the grave injustice that
might be done to local authorities by im-
posing tasks on them “that they were nob
capable of carrying out, and he urged that
the greatest care should be exercised before

Mr., Hunter.l
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proclaiming areas ag capable of being
cleared. Otherwise, it might happen that g
municipal council might be asked to clear
an area when thev might not have enough
rates to do it with. There would be a pos-
sibility of moaking shire councils insolvent,
even though the Government might be will-
ing to make the necessary advance. He
remembered the debate on that occasion, be-
cause it was a very important departure
which was then made in this businoss. The
Home Secretary said then that the greatest,
care would be exercised and reports ob-
tained, before malking any proclamations,
and that no money would be advanced to
local authorities to clear, unless the whole
area could be cleared—that it was not the
intention of the Government to advance
money for the partial clearing of an ares,
He supported the Minister in that attitude.
The hon. member for Murilla asked that a
sum_of money be given to simply clear o
patch of pear inside a scrub, but it was
necessary to get the whole of the country
cleared, and then to keep it cleared, To
clear a small area within an infested areg,
was largely a waste of money. He had had
oceasion receritly to approach the Minister
on behalf of a shire council for a sum of
money to clear a stock road, on each side
of which the selectors had already cleared
their land. With a subsidy of £50 or £100
the shire council was prepared to clear the
land, bui the Home Secretary said he could
not grant it.

The HomE SECRETARY: Under the provi-
sions of the amending Bill which we have
just passed, it may now be an area or a,
division of an area.

Mr. HUNTER : He had asked for that at
that particular time. Under the amending
Bill which had just gone through, there was
power to advance for a part of an area, but
they would have to be very careful. The
part of an area which was proclaimed would
not mean simply a little pafch inside an
infested area.

Mr. MoRrgan:
perhaps.

Mr. HUNTER: The Minister would have
to be careful, or elsc there would be =
danger of public money being wasted, as
well as the ratepayers’ money. The
greatest care should be taken in the procle.
mation of these areas.

The FIOME SECRETARY: It might be
as well if he gave the information asked for
as to the amount of subsidies being paid and
arranged for. He quite realised with theo
hon. member for Maranoa that great care
would be necessary in administering the
original Act, as amended by the Bill re-
cently passed. He could give his assurance
that care would be taken. They would nos
simply allow a little hole in the centro of
a patch to be cleared, but endeavour to
have such areas cleared ag might thereaftex
be kept clear of the pest. The arrangements
that had been made were these: Up to
£100 a subsidy of 10s. for~every £1 10s.
expended by the local authority; that was_
in an ares which was lightly infested, the
gave a third of the cost of clearing. Forx
£100 to £300 they gave 15s. for every
£1 15s. spent, and for £300 and over, £
for £1. It was in the more heavily infestecl

areas thal they would have to spend ovewx
£300.

Ten or 12 miles of road,

Mr. MORGAN thanked the Minister foxr
his explanation. This was a very importarat
matter, and he was pleased to know the

[Myr. Hunter,
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Government was prepared to assist any
shire which wanted to clear a portion of its
area of the pest. He understood that if
there was a road 15 or 20 miles long, the
land on each side of which had been taker
up by settlers who had cleared their pear,
and the local authority made application for
assistance to clear that rgad, the Government
were prepared to spend £1 for £1. He
understood that would be taken into con-
sideration and a report obtained, and, if
thought advisable, assistance would be given
to them. ‘

The HoOME SECRETARY:
under the Bill.

Mr. HARDACRE was also very pleased
that the Home Secretary was in a position
to carry out this long-wished-for assistance.
What he wished to mention was this: While
the Government was going in for a great
deal of expense in dealing with the prickly-
pear problem, both by t}}e board which had
been appointed, which it was intended to
spend a good deal of money on in sending
it to other countries to investigate, and also
in clearing prickly pear—

The Home SECRETARY: The board comes
under the Lands Department.

Mr. HARDACRE: While they were doing
that, it seemed to him that the Government
were neglecting practical measures to pre-
vent the spread of the pear which was being
caused by animal pests,

The HoOME SECRETARY: I have taken
power under the Bill to compel local authori-
ties to carry out the destruction of the pest.
We have the power to declare any animal
or vegetable to be a pest, but we have
hitherto had no power to compel the local
authority. In the Bill we have just passed
we have decided that the Home Secretary-—
the administrative head—shall have the
power to force the local authdrity to taxe
steps to destroy the pests.

Mr. HARDACRE was very glad to hear
that the IHome Secretary had that power.
It was about time the Government did pro-
claim certain animal pests, and offered a
scalp bonus for the destruction of certain
animals and birds which carried prickly pear.

Take, for instance, the scrub
[8.30 p.m.] turkey, crows, and emus. It was

well known that those birds carried
the pest for miles. Fvery man in the coun-
try districts who spoke on the matter asked
why it was not done. Every day ‘th\? scrub
turkey and crows were carrying prickly pear
for miles, and thev were causing the pear
to spread ten times more quickly than it
was being destroyed. Some time ago it was
the custom of opossum snarers, after skin-
ning the opossums, to thrpw the carcass
away near the camp, and this attracted birds
to the different camps. They flew from
prickly pear patches to the camps, and in
that way prickly pear was spread from dis-
triet to district, When that was known,
surely it was time the Government pro-
ciaimed such birds to be a pest and actually
gave assistance to destroy them, and so pre’-
vent the spoliation of large areas of good
country. .

Mr. GILLIES regarded the question—
£5,000 or £10 000 to eradicate prickly pear—
as only trifling with the great national
danger, so he would not take up the time
of the Committee talking prickly pear. He
wanted to refer to another matber that
might appeal to some members of thet Com-
mittee, that was with regard to assistance

We have power
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to charitable institutions. He wanted pax-
ticularly to refer to a very worthy institu-
tion in the State—the Ambulance Brigade,
The subsidy for ambulance brigades was only
£1 Jor £1. That might be guite sufficient
in the older-settled districts, but it did not
work out equitably in all cases. They were
told that the Government was particularly
anxicus to assist the pionesr—the man who
went out and blazed the track—snd he
wished to bring under the notice of the
Minister a new centre at Atherton. In that
district accidents were almost of weekly
occarrence amongst the men scrub-felling
and working on railways. These men were
treated by the ambulance brigade, and the
burden fell on the charitably disposed few.
When the Secretary for Agriculture was in
the Atherton distriet some time ago he made
reference to the fact that in Toowoomba the
ambulance brigade not only was in a sound
financial position but that they had erected
handsome buildings for their officers. Tt
was pointed out to the hon, gentleman that
the Cairns Ambulance Brigade was in an
entirely different position—that their balance
was on the wrong side of the ledger, so thas
the systenr of £1 for £1 subsidy did not work
out fairly in practice. Ie hoped the Minis-
ter would endeavour to bring about 2 more
equitable adjustment so far as the ambulance
brigade was concerned.

Question put and pasased.

ABORIGINALS, RFLIEF OF.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£18,349 be granted for ¢ Aboriginals, Relief
of.” Hon. members would notice that there
was an increase in the vote amounting to
£651 as compared with the amount voted
last year. The increase was made up by
different increases provided for in connection
with various officers. There was an increase
of £25in the salary of Mr. Howard, the Chief
Protector, an increase of £20 in the salary
of the Deputy Chief Protector, an increase
of £15 to the clerk, an increase to the cadet
clerk of £11, and an increass to the senior
protectress of #£20. Provision had been made
for a second protectress, the salary belng
£100. No provision had been made for g
matron at Turnoff Lagoon, as there was no
necossity for the employment of a matron
in that locality. That was a saving of £10.
At Barambah Settlement there was an in-
crease in the salary of the superintendent
of £20, an increase to the storekeeper of £10,
an increase to the assistant superintendent
of £10. and provision was made for a nurse
at a salary of £85. There was an increase
to the teacher of £15, and provision for three
extra black employvees at £12 each. The
salary of the bullock-driver, which was
formerly paid from incidental expensss, was
now paid out of that vote, and amounted
te £26. On that ocrasion no provision was
put down for the maintenance of a settlement
at Innisfail, nor at Mornington Island, the
two sums which had been omitted being
£150 and £220. It was not intended that
those settlements would not be gone on with,
but as there was no possibility of the money
being expended this year no provision was
made. The Chief Protector was making all
the necessary arrangements for the establish-
ment of scttlements in those localities. He
(Mr. Appel) received a telegram from the
Chief Protector the other day stating that
he had just returned from his visit of in-
spection to Mornington Island, where it was

[9 OcrosEr.]
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proposed to establish a settlement, and on
the next Estimates full provision would be
made. At the Taroom Settlement there was
an incrcase of £20 to the superintendent, an
increass of L£10 to the matron, an Increase
in the salary of the teacher of £10, and
provision for a nurse at £60. There was
also provigion for the payment of two lalack
employecs, who were previously paid fromr
contingencies, amounting to £43. There was
a deerease in connection with, the provision
for Mr. Smith, who was appointed at £168,
vice C. Clacher, deceased, making a de-
crease of £22 in that item. There was an
incroase of £30 in grants to missions. At
Deebing Creck there was a decrease of £80,
Mapoon a decrease of £10, Yarrabah a de-
crease of $£30. There wore decreases I
connection with the industrial schools, u:here
the payment was at so much per head. 1 here
was a <ecrease in the amount for the indus-
trial schools, as the numbers had decreased
and not so many had been sent there by the
bench. There was a total decrease of £22
in the schools for aboriginals ab ‘Torres
Strait, and a decrease of £60 in the con-
tingencies. There was a decrease 1t the
amount for provisions end incidentals at
Barambah, Inuisfail, and Mornington Island,
but there was an increase, for provisions and
incidentals at Tarcom of £1,400, which was
caused by buildings and fencing, and an
increase in the number of inmates. There
was an increase in the amount for blankets,
clothing, transport, relief rations, postage,
and incidentals of £300, a decrease of £400
in repairs, stores, and incidentals for the
«“ Melbidir,” and an increase in the total

vole of £600.

Mr. GUNN: The Committee should not
begrudge the vote to the unfortunate ab-
originals. (Hear, hear!) He had great sym-
pathy with the aboriginals, and he did not
think they had treated them as well as they
might have done. Considering the fine coun-
try they haditaken away from the aboriginals,
he thought that £18,000 was little enough
to give them. The aboriginals about Goondi-
windi and St. George were decreasing Very
fast, and it would not be long before none
were left. Last year an aboriginal sottle-
ment was formed at Tarcom, and he would
like to see a similar settlement formed at
3t. George. There were a lot of old blacks
whom nobody wanted, and they were hunted
from pillar to post. When the police vzfmted
to send them to Barambah they sdid, No;
wo are natives of this part of the country.
and why should we be sent to another part
of the country? We want to spend our last
days here”” He was sympathetic towards
this vote, because he recognised that the
Australian aboriginals were fast becoming
an extinct race.

Mr. FORSYTH asked if the report of the
Chief Protector of Aboriginals was ready?

The IoME SECRETARY: Yes; it was tabled
to-day

Mr. FORSYTH: How could members in-
telligently discuss the Estimates unless they
had the roports of the departments before
them? Ile hoped that some better system
would ke adopted, so that they could get
the reports of the departments before them
when they were discussing the. Hstimates of
those departments. (Hear, hear!) He agreed
with the hon. member for Carnarvon that
they should do what they 'eould for the
aboriginals.  In the industrial schools for

Mr. Fursytk.-]
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aboriginals he noticed the sum of £40 down.
He presumed that was for the teachers, and
he thought it rather a small amount.

The HoME SECRETARY : They get board, too.

Mr. FORSYTH : Even then it was a sma]l
amount.

The loME NEcrETamy: I find thag that
amount is paid by the Government at the

rate of 8. 6d. per head for each inmate in
the school.

Mr. FORSYTH: That was the fault of not
having any report to guide them, as they
did not know what the items were for. Ie
noticed in the West some time ago that
many of the blacks had no blankets, and the
supply ran short. The blacks were fast
dying out, especially in the civilised towns,
and members would admit that in many of
the towns the blacks they saw were miserp.
able specimens of humanity, and most of
their troubles were caused by the white race.
He would like to see more attention given +o
the blacks in the camps in the far North
and West, where he did not think they weres
altogether too well treated. Perhaps there
were from fifty to 100 in a camp; some of
them came into the towns and did a little
work in order to obtain foed; but there wa.s
ne public fund from which they could be
supplied with provisions. He thought some
means should he provided by which those
who were unable to get work or unable to
work—many of them were mere wrecks——
might be supplied with food.

The HoME SECRETARY: We do that.

Mr. HUXHAM was glad to hear the sym.
pathetic remarks to which previous speakers
had given expression. He did not think one-
quarter of what should be dome was done
for these unfortunate beings; and he felt
sure that whatever the Home Secretary mighst
decide to_do to better their condition would
receive the support of members on both
sides. One case that came under his notice
was that of a half-caste girl who complained
that her life was not what it ought to be.
She had every appearance of refinemer t,
and did not look as if she was uncared for.
She worked in a boarding-house where there
was a great deal of work to do from early
morning till late at night; and she wished
to be allowed to leave her place and get
another place instead of having to go back
to the camp of her people.  He thought
there should be a relaxation of the reguls,.
tion in such cases; and such girls should be
allowed more liberty in the matter of going
from one place to another, under the direc.
tion of the department, so that they migt
have a greater amount of comfort,

Mr. DOUGLAS (Cook): Not having ha g
the opportunity of reading the report of the
Chief Protector for the current year, he wag
not able to speak on the subject as he would
like. He wished to know from the Hornyo
Seceretary  whether, in his report, My,
Howard had made certain recommendatioxy g
with regard to the betterment of the is-
landers of Torres Strait, who were of 4
different race from the aboriginals of thye
mainland. He understood that Mr. Howard,
who was at Thursday Island two or three
months ago, had propounded a scheme for
the betterment of the islanders there, thougeh
it might involve the expenditure of a cox.
siderable sum of money; and he would lilge
to know whether the Home Secretary Was
prepared to act on the recommendatic gy,
Another matter he wishsd to bring undey

[Mr. Forsyth.
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the notice of the hon. gentleman was a com-
plaint made by a resident of the Mossman
district. He had been furnished with a copy
of the depositions taken in the case, the
prosecution of a respectable resident of the
district, Mr. Rex, who was fined £15 for
having on his premises an aboriginal with-
out a permit. Briefly the facts of the
case_were these: Farly in the month of
April or May an aboriginal girl was taken
to the protector at Mossman by Mrs. Rex
for the purpose of giving her employment.
Permission was subscquently refused. In the
meantime the girl was employed. Mr. Rex,
considered that to ask the girl to

[10 p.m.] go bark to her past employment

would be to subject her to a great

injustice, as it would have becn intolerable
in the case of any white person. These good
prople, with the idea of ishielding this woman
from the brutaliti=s which were inflicted upon
her in the place where she was previousiy
employed, refused to give her to the pro-
tector of aboriginals, and Mr. Rex was sub-
sequently brought before the court, and
fired £15. e was requested 1o ask the Home
Secretary whether, in view of his action in
sending the girl to Yarrabah Mission Station,
there were not some grounds for the com-
plaints made by the girl to Mr. Rex, and
whether that gentlemnan was not justified in
taking the stand that he did. Ile was one
of the leading canegrowers of the Mossman,
and he (Mr. Douglas) hardly thought that he
would abwolutely defy the law. NMr. Rex
had been fined purely on account of his
ignorance of the law. 14 wag  (uite ap-
parent that the reasons for refusins her em-
ploxment at the hands of My, Rex were
croundless—the reason being given that she
belonged to a Loy on_some station in fthe
back country. By sending her b:{(i;; to Yar-
rabah the authoritics must have besn aware
that it was not fair ta send her b(’:‘x( to her
previous ecmployment. He knew that there
were some forms to be gone through in zet-
ting refund of a fine of this nature, but he
had thought that the matler should be

brought before Parliament on .t}lis vote.
He asked the Home Secretary if he was

likely io take any further action by way of
oxoﬁerating Mr. Rex from the ﬁno; or, in the
alternative. from being sumectcd tp a
month’s imprisonment in Cairps g,‘ol? It _
was only right that a man of biv s;m’p'hsg
should be set right by some action of the
Home Secvetary.

Mr., PETRIE congratulatsd ihe Govern-
ment and the Home Secretary on the interest
they had taken in the aboriginals. Some
years ago they were very badly treated. Hg
was glad to sce that the Chief Protenstor an
the chief clark were down for an increase,
as they had done good work. He would like
to see a larger amount, but they had to go
slow. He hoped the Minister would see his
way to increase their salaries nex: year.

Mr. HuxuaM: We do not need to go slow
in matters like this.

Mr. PETRIE did not think they needed
to go slow on this matter. He thought that
sometimes_they did a little too much _chees"e—
paring. He had had an, intersst in the
aboriginals, not only of Queensland, but in
the vicinity of Brisbane. ever since he was
a youngster. An ecsteemed relative of his,
whq was now deceased. had taken a great
interest in the aboriginals of the State. He
thought that in the past they had been
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ircated scandalously; if they had taken them
up years ago, as they shoutd have done, they
might have made a better race of them. Some
people said the aboriginals had no intelli-
genee, but a few years ago, when he visited
St. MHelena, he saw a Dblackfellow who was
sentenced to a long period of imprisonment,
who had been put in the saddiery department.
The warder showed him (Mr, Petrie) a saddle
ihat this blackfellow had made, and he did
not think that any white man could have
made a better saddie. Yney had taken the
eountry from the aboriginals, and had not
treated them as they ought to have been
treated. A former {sovernment some years
ago were so stingy with the blacks that they
would not give them their blankets. e be-
lieved the tHome Secretary was doing good
work, and would continue to do goed work
1 the future. In the Northr they had races
that they did not know much about, and he
Lelieved the Home Secretary would do "all
he could 1o fucther their inierests and protect
them.

Mr. MURPHY called the attention of
the Home Secretary to the fact that although
the Chief Protector’s report showed that
there were something like 600 aboriginals
in the Normanton district, not a single
penny was spent on food for them. There
was a pretty big camp over the Norman
River, and the police there should do the
same as the sergeant at Crovdon did—they
should see that those aboriginals got some
food.

The HOME SECRETARY did not think
he need assure the Committce of the very
deep interest he took in the aboriginals in
Queensland. Since he had been head of the
Home Department it had been his duty and
his pleasure to visit the different aboriginal
settlements throughout Queensland, and as a
result of his tour of inspection he had been
able to effect many improvements in the
sottlements, and consequently the position
of the inmates had been improved also. It
was very pleasing to hear the sympathetic
references to the native inhabitants of the

State, and he could assure "hon. members
that the permanent officers were in full
sympathy with the aboriginals. During

recont wvears the Chief Protector had been
in the habit of making a complete tour of
the State. Ie was on his annual tour at the
present time, whigh occupied him three to
four months, The Chief Protector passed
through the whole of the Northern coastal
portions of the State, and then through the
inner portions, so as to enable him to
obtain the fullest knowledge of the abori-
ginal inhabitants he had to protect. He
was very pleased to hear that the police
who were acting as protectors were likewise
doing their duty. With regard to assistance
to old aboriginals who were unable to work,
probably the amount for aboriginals in the
Northern portion of the State was not great
and for this reason: That with the excep-
tion of a few ancient members of that race
a very great proportion of the aboriginals
were in employment, earning good wages.
He would cause ingquiry to be made and
ascertain whether there were any cases in
the North where assistance was needed, and
if required that assistance would be given.
He would, at the same time, call the atten-
tion of the police to the fact that his, atten-
‘tion had been directed to the fact thft they
were not carrying out their duties as acting
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protectors as effectively as they should. In
reference to the case which had been re-
ferred to by the hon. member for Buranda,
he would inform the Committee that the
greatest care was required in connection
with half-caste girls. Unfortunately, in
many cases they were under temptation, and
the greatest care had to be exercised in con-
neetion with their welfare. The girl in
question was in the employ of a lady of
South Brisbane; and the fact, as the hon.
member stated, that she was a remarkably
well-conditioned girl, was proof that she
was not in any way cruelly treated. How-
ever, that girl, as most of them were, was
fond of going out at night, and she was not
permitted to go out at night. Full inquiry
had been made into that case, and in order
to see that those girls were properly at-
tended to an additional protectress had been
appointed who would regularly visit the
girls, and see that they were treated as they
should be. The girl herself admitted that
she had no complaint to make against her
mistress. He might inform the Committee
that he had caused a rule to be made that
none of those girls should be employed
within the metropolitan area, for obvious
reasons, and he had recently given instruc-
tions that the wages paid to the girls should
be revised, because the amount was too
small for the work which they were called
upon to perform. It would not b_e wise to
allow persons in the metropolitan area
where white girls were available to employ
half-caste girls at 2s.6d. a week., In thecase
which had been brought under his notice by
the hon. member for Cook, the girl was sup-
posed to be employed on a station under
agreement. Although she was reported and
claimed to be married to one of the black
boys on the station, she went infs the
employment of the person named by the
hon. member for Cook. The matter was
brought undsr the noties of the protector,
who, moon making  an  iusoeetion,  “ound
that tho girl was working there. The
matter had npot been reported to  the
pratector.  She was under ro agreement
and was apparently obtaining no wages.
The Crown Law Department advised that
a case lay against Mr. Rex for illegally em-
ploying the girl. They could not make any
discrimination, as the Legislature had made
provision for the protection of aboriginals,
and the protector simply carricd out the
law. As a second boy claimed that this girl
was his wife, the girl was sent {o Yarrabah
Mission Station. where she now was. The hon.
mamber also referred to certain recommenda-
tion= made by the Chief Protector in con-
nection with the aboriginals of Torres Strait
Islands. The Chief Protector recommended
that the whole of the srea of thewe islands
should be strictly reserved for aboriginals. Thp
Lands Department entered into certain obli-
gations with persons who obtained leases of
the islands for th+ purpese of planting cocoa-
nuts or pearlshelling ststions, but the Chief
Protector wished to have all the areas re-
served for the aboriginals. The Chief Protector
also considered that the islanders should be
compelled to maintain themselvos !ay plant-
ing cocoanuts and béche-de-mer fishing. The
Aboriginals Department had a fund out of
_which they made advances to aboriginals to
secure luggers and boats to enter into the
pearlfishing busincss, and in many instances
he was glad to say they carried out a profit-
able business in Torres Strait. It would

Hon. J. G Appel.]
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be a source of satisfaction to hon. members
if they could see the comfort in which these
aboriginals existed, as they made wages not
only by cocoanut planting, and pearlshell
aud béche-de-ner fishing, but also by engag-
ing themselves on the luggers as seamen or
attendants to divers. They were doing
everything in the islands to keep the race as
pure as possible. They made provision for
the supply of tools. Great advances were
made as far as the education of the children
was concerned. The children in the Torres
Strait schools were equal to, and in some
rospects above, the average white children in
our own State schools. It showed that they
had a considerable amount of intelligence,
and the teachers had given to the best of
their ability in the instruction of the chil-
dren. Arrangements had been made for a
regular medical inspection of the natives of
the islands. Unfortunately, an epidemic of
dysentery visited them from an Eastern port,
and some deaths occurred. Smallpox ap-
peared in the Aru Islands, which were only
600 miles from the Torres Strait, and tho
Commissioner of Public Health visited the
islands and vaccinated as many of the na-
tives as he possibly could, and that would
prevent them from being decimated should
smallpox visit the islands. All that could
be done was done on these aboriginal sta-
tions. The vote for blankets had been in-
creased by £300, and he always saw that a
good supply of blankets was given out. He
gave instructions for a distribution of blan-
kets in connection with the King's corona-
tion, and on one occasion, when he witnessed
a distribution of blankets to the blacks, he
saw there was no stint in the number of
blankets distributed. He claimed that he
had done some good for the aboriginals, and
he saw that justice was done to them, and
while he remained at the head of the Home
Department he would see that justice was
done to them.

Mr. DOUGLAS drew attention to the dif-
ficulties experienced by stations employing
aboriginals. It was admitted that the blacks
were indispensable as stockmen. The station-
owners were compelled to pay the boy’s
wages into the Savings Bank, and there was
some difficully in  withdrawing those
amounts when the boys wanted to go into
town. In the Coen and Ebagoolah distriets
there was some difficulty owing to the
women not being able to get aboriginal
women to assist in the house work. He
knew that aboriginals were not to be em-
ployed in hotels, but in a place like Coen,
where they could not get white girls, it was
hard on the hotel-keepers, especially when
they remembered that the miners stayed at
the hotels, and had to be catered for. It
was different to hotels in towns, and some
consideration should be given to them.
There was no reason to think that the abori-
ginals would be supplied with liquor. He
thought that they should be allowed to do
certain work about the hotels in those plages.

Question put and passed.
At 10.30 p.m.,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN said:
Under Standing Order No. 306, I must now
lIfeIa.ve the chair and make my report to the

ouse.

The House resumed. The TEMPORARY
CHAIRMAN reported progress, and the Com-
mittee obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

[Hon.J. G. Appel.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

DRAINAGE OF MINES BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Legislative Council, inti-
mating that the Council agreed to the As-
sembly’s amendment in new clause 117.

The House adjourned at twenty-eight
minutes to 11 o’clock.





