
Electoral Glossary 

Absent Vote 
If a voter goes to a polling booth where no electoral roll is held for the electoral district 
he/she is enrolled for, the voter will be given an absent vote. The voter states his/her 
address, signs a declaration, and receives a ballot paper for that district and votes. The 
completed ballot paper is then placed in a Declaration Envelope and returned to the 
‘home’ Returning Officer. The declaration is subsequently checked against the roll to 
determine the voter’s eligibility and, if found to be correct, the vote is included in the final 
count. 

Ballot.  (1) The process by which electors make a choice when voting in an election; (2) 
how votes are gathered; and (3) the vote itself.  

Ballot Box 
The sealed container into which a voter places a completed ballot paper. 

Ballot Paper 
The paper on which a vote is marked.  

Candidate 
A person who stands for election for Parliament, or for a particular parliamentary or 
party position. 

Compulsory Voting 
Voting is compulsory in Queensland for local, state and federal elections. (Voting has 
been compulsory in Queensland since 1915). 

District 
An electoral district of the Legislative Assembly in the State Parliament which elects 
one member. Queensland is divided into 93 electoral districts. 

Elector 
A person whose name appears on the roll of eligible electors for elections. 

Electoral Commissioner 
The independent officer appointed by the Governor, with the responsibility for the proper 
conduct of Queensland Parliamentary and other statutory elections. 
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Electoral Roll 
A list of names and addresses of electors entitled to vote in an election or referendum. 

Fairly Safe Seats 
Seats where the sitting member obtained between 56–59.99 per cent of the two-party-
preferred vote. 

First-Past-The-Post 
The term first-past-the-post was taken from horse racing, that is, the first horse past the 
winning post.  Under first-past-the-post, the winner is the candidate with the majority of 
formal votes. 

Formal Vote 
A ballot paper which has been correctly marked according to instructions where the 
voter’s intentions are clear and which is counted towards the outcome of the poll. 

General Election.  The required, periodic election held for all of the State's electorates 
after the Queensland Parliament has been dissolved by the Governor. 

How-to-Vote Card 
A card or pamphlet handed out at an election showing how a party or candidate would 
prefer the voter to vote. 

Independent 
A candidate or elected Member of Parliament who is not endorsed by a registered 
political party. 

Informal Vote 
A ballot paper which is either left blank, does not show preferences in accordance with 
instructions and/or the law, or where the voter’s full intention is unclear, is informal. A 
ballot paper will also be informal if the voter can be identified through some marking 
made on it. These ballot papers do not contribute to the election of a candidate, nor are 
they included in calculating the absolute majority. 

Issuing Officer 
A person who issues ballot papers. 
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Marginal Seats 
Seats where the sitting member obtained between 50–55.99 per cent of the two-party-
preferred vote. 

Non-Voter 
Voting at Queensland State elections and by-elections is compulsory, as is enrolment 
for all Australian citizens aged 18 years and over.  An elector who appears not to have 
voted at an election will be asked for an explanation and may be fined. 

Optional Preferential Voting 
As the name implies, voters have the option of expressing either a single preference 
(voting ‘1’ for a single candidate), or distributing preferences (‘2’, ‘3’, ‘4’ and so on) for 
some, or all of the candidates, on the ballot paper. 

Polling 
The process of voters recording their votes. 

Polling Booth 
The venue or location where voters can vote on polling day. It is supplied with voting 
screens and ballot boxes and is staffed by polling officials.  

Polling Officials 
Staff appointed to work in polling booths on polling day. The staff are selected and 
appointed by Returning Officers. 

Postal Vote 
A vote recorded by post after application by an elector who will be unable to attend a 
polling booth during polling hours. 

Pre-poll Vote 
A vote cast before polling day by a voter who will be unable to attend a polling booth on 
polling day. These votes may be cast in person at designated pre-poll centres or by 
post. 

Primary Vote 
The primary vote for a candidate is the number of first preferences received on formal 
ballot papers in a count. 
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Referendum.  A ballot allowing electors to express their views directly about a policy 
issue, e.g. daylight saving in Queensland.  Referendums are examples of direct 
democracy in action. 

Returning Officer 
An electoral officer who is appointed to be responsible for the conduct of the election for 
an electoral district. 

Safe Seats 
Seats where the sitting member obtained over 60 per cent of the two-party preferred 
vote. 

Scrutineer 
A person appointed by a candidate to observe the polling and counting procedures 
during an election. 

Scrutiny 
The process following the close of polling to determine the acceptability of votes for the 
count and the result of the election. 

Secret Ballot 
A vote made in secret, with no one able to see how the voter marked the ballot paper or 
who marked it. 

Silent Elector 
A person whose address details are omitted from the roll for personal security reasons. 

Unenrolled Vote  
A person who claims to be enrolled for the electoral district, but whose name cannot be 
found in the Certified List and claims that an official error has been made. 

Vote 
The indication of a choice of a parliamentary representative by completion of a ballot 
paper. 
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Writ 
A document authorising an election to be held and providing the dates by which various 
electoral procedures must be completed. Writs are issued by the Governor or the 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly to the Electoral Commissioner. 


