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INTRODUCTION 

Pursuant to Standing Order 167(3) the Legislative 
Assembly, by Order made on 11 May 2005, referred 
to Estimates Committee B for investigation and 
report certain proposed expenditures contained in the 
Appropriation Bill 2005 1 Organisational units 
within the portfolios of the following Ministers were 
allocated to Estimates Committee B: 
 Minister for State Development and Innovation  
 Minister for Police and Corrective Services 
 Minister for Child Safety  

The committee held a public hearing on Wednesday, 
6 July 2005. A transcript of the committee’s hearing 
is on the Internet at: 
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Hansard/  

Prior to the public hearing, the committee put 20 
questions on notice to each minister.  Responses to 
all the questions were received.  

The committee has considered the estimates referred 
to it by examining information contained in: 
 the budget papers 
 answers to pre-hearing questions on notice 
 oral evidence taken at the hearing 
 documents tabled at the hearing 
 answers to questions taken on notice at the 

hearing 
 additional information given in relation to 

answers. 
Answers to questions on notice and questions taken 
on notice at the hearing, together with minutes of the 
committee’s meetings, are included in a volume of 
additional information tabled with this report. 

                                                 

 
1 The Order was amended on 12 May 2005 changing the 

organisational units and portfolios allocated to Estimates 
Committee B by omitting ‘Attorney–General and 
Minister for Justice’ and adding ‘Minister for State 
Development and Innovation’. 

STATE DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION 

The Department of State Development and 
Innovation provides business and market 
development services as well as infrastructure and 
project facilitation. 

The 2005-06 budget provides for a 62.8% increase in 
the department’s operational budget to 
$286.8 million.2

The following table sets out details of the 
appropriation for 2005-06 compared to the previous 
financial year. 

 2004-05 
$’000 

2005-06 
$’000 

Departmental Outputs 172,625 279,419 

Equity Adjustment 9,704 7,221 

Adminstered Items 85,259 59,514 

Vote Total 267,588 346,154 

Key elements in the 2005-06 Budget include: 
 $128 million for the Innovation Building Fund    
 $60 million over four years for the Innovations 

Project Fund 
 $12 million for the Innovation Skills Fund over 

four years 
 an additional $20 million for the Smart State 

Research Facilities Fund (SSRFF) 3    
 $7 million over two years for the Queensland 

Scale-Up Manufacturing Facility 
 $7.3 million for the Ethanol Industry Action Plan 

over two financial years 
 $18.8 million to implement the $25 million 

Western Hardwoods Plan 
 an International competitive bidding process for 

the development rights for the Aurukun Bauxite 
Resource 

                                                 

 
2 This includes $7.388 million of own source revenue. 
3 The additional funding will bring the total funding that 

has been available as part of the SSRFF to $170 million 
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 completion of the Burnett River dam and transfer 

of ownership to SunWater 
 implementation of the government’s ‘coal 

infrastructure program of actions’ 
Issues canvassed in questions on notice and at the 
hearing included: 
 State Development and Innovation Centres at 

Cairns, the Sunshine Coast, Springwood, 
Mackay, the Gold Coast and Brisbane  

 initiatives to encourage the participation of 
women in business 

 initiatives to assist developing knowledge based 
industries in regional Queensland 

 on-line initiatives to assist small businesses 
 actions to assist Queensland companies to 

become involved in bidding for work on major 
projects 

 grants and incentives allocated by the 
Department of State Development for the 2004-
05 financial year  

 funds expended to allow for the operation of the 
Gladstone Economic and Industry Development 
Board 

 internal, operational, technical and clinical audit 
processes of the Department and its agencies 

 conferences, workshops, training sessions, 
seminars, and symposiums conducted by the 
department, agencies or associated portfolio 
entities in the 2004-05 financial year for public 
service employees 

 reserve, contingency and emergency funding 
expended at the discretion of the Minister or 
Chief Executive Officer 

 grant and investment schemes/programs/funds 
administered by the Department for the 2004-05 
financial year 

 the Biostart Investment Fund delivered through 
teQstart Pty Ltd  

 ICT industry development 
 the Department of State Development’s grant to 

Citibank after its relocation to the Philippines 
 the number of applications to the department 

under the various business assistance schemes 
and programs 

 the incentive grant to Panbio 
 the innovation start-up grant to Peplin Ltd 
 the grant to Farmacule BioIndustry Pty Ltd 
 the PNG gas pipeline 
 the Ethanol Industry Action plan 

 the Burnett River Dam 
 creation of jobs through financial and non-

financial assistance 
 developments in Queensland of unmanned aerial 

vehicles 
 assistance to Queensland companies to compete 

for parts of the federal government’s air warfare 
destroyer contract 

 common user facilities at the Port of Gladstone 
 developing land in industrial precincts 
 assessing whether grant recipients are achieving 

the objectives of their projects 
 the grant to Leisure Pools Manufacturing Pty Ltd 
 the Queensland Investment Incentives Scheme 
 promoting science and biotechnology 
 initiatives to assist small business in Queensland 
 the development of Queensland as a major 

aviation hub for the Asia-pacific region 
 the Queensland cruise shipping industry 
 the feasibility of a cruise-shipping terminal on 

the Gold Coast 

POLICE AND CORRECTIVE SERVICES  

Queensland Police Service 

The Queensland Police Service has four outputs: 
community safety and engagement; crime 
management; traffic management; and professional 
standards and ethical practice.   

The QPS operating budget for 2005-06 is $1.178 
billion, an increase of $132.748 million (12.7%) over 
the adjusted 2004-05 budget. 

The following table sets out details of the 
appropriation for 2005-06 compared to the previous 
financial year. 

 2004-05 
$’000 

2005-06 
$’000 

Departmental Outputs 1,068,590 1,153,314 

Equity Adjustment 34,874 89,380 

Vote Total 1,104,270 1,243,070 
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Key initiatives funded in 2005-06 include: 
 $90 million over the next four years for new and 

upgraded police stations, watchhouses, police 
beats and police housing across the State 

 $8 million over four years to enhance the 
Service’s building maintenance program 

 continued enhancement of information and 
communications technology 

 $1.9 million for planning and business 
development of a Public Safety Network 

 $13.4 million for the continuation of traffic 
operations as part of the whole-of-government 
Road Safety Initiatives Program 

 $10 million to enhance non-labour resources for 
operational police officers 

 an additional 228 new police positions 
 an additional 50 Juvenile Aid Bureau officers 
 the establishment of Community Patrols in 

Cairns, Townsville and Mt Isa  
Issues canvassed in questions on notice and at the 
hearing included: 
 the number of sworn officers 
 the establishment of an Office of the Director of 

Child Safety, additional Juvenile Aid Bureau 
Police Officer positions and positions to support 
the new SCAN model 

 the Weapons Licence Renewal Scheme and the 
General Firearms Amnesty 

 funding for road safety initiatives 
 strip searches in Police facilities 
 internal, operational, technical and clinical audit 

processes of the Department and its agencies 
 grievances relating to acts of bullying, 

intimidation, harassment and discrimination in 
the 2004-05 financial year 

 reserve, contingency and emergency funding 
expended at the discretion of the Minister or 
Chief Executive Officer 

 police motor vehicles  
 recruits posted to each region in Queensland 
 the establishment of a tactical crime squad 

operating from the Brisbane Central district 
 funding for the processing of DNA crime 

samples at the John Tonge Centre 
 drug related samples as a proportion of the total 

number of cases at the John Tonge Centre 
 investigations and prosecutions by the State 

Drug Investigation Group 

 supervision and investigation of registered 
offenders to ensure compliance with the Child 
Protection (Offender Reporting) Act 2004 

 arguments for and against the purchase of a 
dedicated police helicopter 

 the Queensland Police Service’s capital works 
program 

 funding for additional crowd control equipment 
for tactical crime squads in Cairns, Townsville 
and Mount Isa 

 NATA accreditation 
 funding to the Sexual Crimes Investigation Unit 
 DNA person and crime scene sample profiles on 

the National Criminal Investigation DNA 
Database 

 the extradition of Dr Jayant Patel to Queensland 
 the replacement of the district headquarters and 

the police station at Longreach 
 expenditure of monies allocated for resourcing 

support 
 the timing of the inquest into the death of Senior 

Sergeant Perry Irwin 
 police attendance at taxi ranks 
 review of the Queensland Police Service’s radio 

communications and computer aided dispatch 
system 

 enforcement of alcohol management plans in 
indigenous communities 

 police involvement on Palm Island 
 the deployment of the bench charge sheet 

initiative 
 exit and retraining programs for sex workers 
 dog squads 
 the status of the government’s commitment to set 

up 25 new police beats 
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Department of Corrective Services 

The Department of Corrective Services provides 
correctional services delivering containment, 
supervision and interventions for offenders.   

The following table sets out details of the 
appropriation for 2005-06 compared to the previous 
financial year. 

 2004-05 
$’000 

2005-06 
$’000 

Departmental Outputs 407,957 389,233 

Equity Adjustment (10,201) 11,410 

Vote Total 397,756 400,643 

Key elements in the 2005-06 Budget include: 
 $21.2 million for infrastructure projects 
 $3.4 million to enhance capacity for delivery of 

sex offender programs 
 $1.5 million for offender rehabilitation program 

improvement 
 $1.4 million for Officer safety 
 $4.7 million for Infrastructure maintenance 

Issues canvassed in questions on notice and at the 
hearing included: 
 escapes from high security facilities 
 the survey of the gambling habits of offenders. 
 the provision of DNA samples by offenders on 

post-prison community based orders.  
 local community projects undertaken by 

offenders 
 prisoner appeals and internal reviews  
 conferences, workshops, training sessions, 

seminars, or symposiums conducted by the 
department, agencies or associated portfolio 
entities in the 2004-05 

 the capacity of Queensland’s prisons 
 rehabilitation programs for sexual offenders 
 perimeter security upgrades 
 the number of casual staff employed in 

Queensland’s correctional centres 
 funding for the training of prison officers 
 sentencing options for people who have 

committed petty crimes 
 the redevelopment of the Sir David Longland 

Correctional Centre 

 expansion of the Arthur Gorrie Correctional 
Centre and the accommodation of prisoners 
according to risk  

 funding to expand rehabilitation programs for 
sexual offenders, including programs for child 
sex offenders 

 a new 150-bed women’s correctional centre in 
Townsville 

 the transfer of offender information between the 
Queensland Police Service and the Department 
of Corrective Services 

 initiatives to improve the safety of staff in 
correctional centres 

 the purchase of an electronic walking machine as 
part of a healthy lifestyle program at the 
Brisbane Women’s Correctional Centre 

 mandatory treatment for serious sexual offenders 
 in-house drug testing facilities at corrections area 

offices 
 the personal needs of officers overseeing WORC 

camps  
 the future expansion of the Lotus Glen and 

Townsville correctional centres 
 action plans for specific need offenders 

including those with mental or intellectual 
disability and the aged 

 Queensland compared to other jurisdictions on 
corrective service matters 

 post-release employment assistance programs in 
south-east Queensland and Townsville 
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CHILD SAFETY  

The Department of Child Safety was established in 
February 2004 following the recommendations of 
the Crime and Misconduct Commission report 
Protecting Children: an Inquiry into Abuse of 
Children in Foster Care. The department’s key focus 
is in child protection activities. Key outputs are 
services for children and young people at risk, 
services for children and young people in care and 
adoption services 

The 2005-06 budget provides for a 45.3% increase in 
the Department’s operational budget to $394.8 
million.4

The following table details the appropriations to the 
Department in the 2005-06 compared to the previous 
financial year. 

 2004-05 
$’000 

2005-06 
$’000 

Departmental Outputs 266,126 390,453 

Equity Adjustment 31,098 53,389 

Vote Total 279,224 443,842 

 

Key elements in the 2005-06 Budget include: 
 a capital investment program of $58.76 million 
 $19.6 million in funding to community partners 

for the continued enhancement of the child 
safety service sector 

 recurrent funding of $9.4 million for new and 
enhanced services from Indigenous Recognised 
Agencies 

 $0.38 million for foster care recruitment 
strategies 

 increased funding of $13 million for foster care 
payments and $9 million for child related costs 
to cater for the increased number of children 
expected to enter the child protection system in 
2005-06 

 $1.4 million to strengthen planning partnerships 
across the government and non-government 
sectors 

 an additional $28.8 million for frontline and 
support staff 

                                                 

 
4 In addition to an appropriation of $390.453 million, the 

operating budget includes $4.324 million of own source 
revenue. 

 $25.3 million ongoing investment in the 
Information Renewal Initiative (IRI) 

 $25 million over two years for new or enhanced 
accommodation for Child Safety Service Centres 

Issues canvassed in questions on notice and at the 
hearing included: 
 improving the skill base for up-and-coming child 

protection workers 
 individual case plans for children in care 
 inter-country adoptions 
 placements for children and young people not 

suited to the traditional foster care system 
 education plans for children and young people in 

care 
 avenues for people who wish to make a 

complaint or receive further information from 
the Department 

 training and support for foster carers 
 the Suspected Child Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) 

system 
 caseloads for Child Safety Officers 
 tracking of the whereabouts, status and histories 

of children relinquished to the Department 
 calculating workloads and projecting future 

staffing numbers 
 reviews of case plans 
 internal, operational, technical and clinical audits 
 employee grievances relating to acts of bullying, 

intimidation, harassment and discrimination in 
the 2004-05 financial year  

 conferences, workshops, training sessions, 
seminars, and symposiums conducted by the 
department, agencies or associated portfolio 
entities in the 2004/05 financial year  

 ATSI recognised agencies for Child Safety 
 development of a screening process for foster 

carers 
 departmental record keeping and information 

management 
 industrial action in child safety service centres 
 notifications of child abuse and neglect 
 mental health disability support and education 

support services to children in care 
 early intervention and prevention strategies 
 the implementation of the integrated client 

management information system 
 the re-abuse rate in Queensland 
 the executive reporting system and 24-hour 

responses 
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 the growth in funding to the Department 
 measures and policies to help families manage 

when children are forcefully removed from their 
natural parents 

 safe reunification of children and young people 
with their families 

 recurrent funding for additional places in non-
family based care 

 the effect of machinery of government changes 
on the Department 

 financial support for carers 
 funding for community based agencies 

RECOMMENDATION 

The committee recommends that the proposed 
expenditure, as detailed in the Appropriation Bill 
2005 for the organisational units and portfolios 
allocated to it, be agreed to by the Legislative 
Assembly without amendment. 

 
 

Julie Attwood MP 
Chair 
July 2005 
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