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Child Protection 

Around 70% of young people in the youth justice system are known to the child protection system.1 

Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian (CCYPCG)-  Snapshot 2013  

In 2011-12: 

 7,681 substantiations of harm or unacceptable risk of harm to children (down from 10,108  in 2006-07) 

 4,820 children assessed to be in need of protection from harm or unacceptable risk of harm, including 
unborn children assessed to be in need of protection after their birth (up from 4,038 in 2007-08). 

The number of children subject to ongoing intervention has increased since 2007. At 30 June 2012: 

 10,963 children subject to some form of ongoing intervention (up from 8,263 in 2008) 

 4,146 children on short-term orders (up from 3,926 in 2007) 

 4,668 children on long-term orders (up from 2,346 in 2007). 

At 30 June 2012: 8,482 children living away from home (up from 6,493 in 2007 with an increase of 89.3% of the 
number of young people in residential care since 2007). 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are more than five times more likely to be subject to a 
notification, nearly six times more likely to be subject to a substantiation and just under nine times more likely 
to be living away from home than non-Indigenous children.  

Child protection Australia 2011-122  

At June 2012: 

 8,863 Queensland children on care and protection orders, 3,995 of whom aged 10-17 (45% of children 
on orders) 

 4,282 children admitted to care and protection orders, 1,162 of whom aged 10-17 (27% of all children 
admitted to orders) 

 Nearly 80% of substantiated notifications related to neglect or emotional abuse in Queensland. 

Magistrates’ Court Annual Report 2013  

 In 2012-13: 3,951 child protection applications lodged in Queensland (increase of 175 with 258 being 
withdrawn or dismissed); 17,452 orders (plus 159 orders for revocations or variations). 

Victims of Crime 

Young people are as likely to be victims of crime as perpetrators of offences with the majority of offences against 
them being some form of assault. 

CCYPCG Snapshot 2013 

In 2011-12: 

 8,598 offences recorded in Queensland where the victim was aged 0-17 years – the majority of which 
were assaults (51.0%) and sexual offences (32.3%). The rate of assault is higher than a decade ago and 
the rate of sexual assault the lowest in 10 years 

 Children 10 years and over are more likely to be victims of assault and sexual assault than younger 
children 

Police data provided to YAC indicate that, for prosecutions for offences against the person in 2011-12 where the 
victims were aged 0-17 years, 79% of victims were aged 10-16 and 59% 13-16 years.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Evidence of Mr Steve Armitage, Assistant Director-General (Youth Justice), Dept of Justice and Attorney-General, to Carmody Inquiry, August 2012 
and confirmed in the Safer Streets Discussion Paper 2013. 
2 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare - Child Welfare Series Number 55. 
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Childrens Court Annual Report 

 In 2012-13 in Queensland, the majority of victims of offences against the person committed by youth 
offenders were under 20 years of age (51.63% of those where age was recorded) and only 7.9% were 
aged 50 years or over.   

Youth offending 

Only a very small proportion of all 10-16 year olds in the State appear before the courts in a 12 month period. 
Most young people who come into contact with the police before 18 will not go on to be “career criminals” – 
their contact will be short-lived and relatively minor and they will “grow out” of offending from late adolescence. 

Youth Justice Pocket Stats 2012-13 

 413,399 young people aged 10-16 years in Queensland  

 3,542 distinct young offenders (0.9% of 10-16 year old population) had a proven offence (14.2% of 
matters were not proven or dismissed by the court) 

 Over the past 3 years, the number of proven offences increased by 16% to 25,897 but the number of 
distinct young offenders decreased by 9% over the same period. 

 10% of young offenders are responsible for almost half of all proven offences committed by 10-16 year 
olds. 

 161 young offenders are in detention on an average day (0.04% of 10-16 year old population) - 
Indigenous offenders accounted for 66% of these young people. 

Research has identified: 

 17% of young people in detention in Australia had an IQ of less than 70 - particularly an issue for 
Indigenous young people 

 Young people with intellectual disability are at a significantly higher risk of re-offending 

 88% of young people in custody reported symptoms consistent with mild, moderate or severe 
psychiatric disorders. 

CCYPCG Snapshot 2013  

 863 distinct young people (0.2% of the 10-16 year old population) were in detention at some time in 2011-
12: 76.4% on remand awaiting finalisation of their matters and 17.4% sentenced. 

NB: there are two youth detention centres in Queensland: one at Wacol in Brisbane (118 beds for young males from Rockhampton 

south and young females from across the whole of Queensland) and one at Cleveland, Townsville (currently 76 beds for male young 

people from north of Rockhampton, as far north as Cape York and Torres Strait, Mount Isa to the west and the Northern Territory 

border – anticipated 96 by 2015 including young women). 

Young offenders v adult offenders 

It is widely acknowledged today, both in Australia and internationally, that juveniles should be subject to a 
system of criminal justice that is separate from the adult system which recognises their inexperience and 
immaturity. 

 The ‘teen’ brain is not the same as the ‘adult’ brain – yet adults still try to appeal to the mature 
prefrontal functions that do not yet exist.3   

 The brain of the young person (adolescent) is remodelling from the ‘child’ brain and transforming into 
the ‘adult brain’ – a process that takes until at least 24 years of age in healthy development.4 

 The remodelling process will only happen positively if the young person has had appropriate 
experiences in the early years and then in adolescence so the brain develops in a “healthy” way.5  

 Children therefore exhibit behavioural and emotional deficits compared to adults. They have less 
capacity for forward planning, delaying gratification and for regulating impulse.6  

                                                           
3
 Information based on a presentation by Professor Elisabeth Hoehn at the Balanced Youth Justice Forum, Brisbane, 29 May 2013 

4
 Ibid 

5
 Ibid 

6
 The prohibition of the publication of names of children involved in criminal proceedings / Standing Committee on Law and Justice. [Sydney, 

N.S.W.] : the Committee, 2006 (Report; no. 35). 
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 Surges in neurotransmitters (dopamine) drive thrill-seeking behaviour in adolescence in order to obtain 
rapid rewards.7 

 Impulsivity is a commonly observed element in juvenile offending and raises questions as to the 
culpability of juveniles in relation to criminal behaviour8 - yet children as young as 10 years of age are 
held accountable for breaking the criminal law in the same way as adults.  

 The sentences for young offenders are very similar to those imposed on adults: 

Child  Adult 

Reprimand  Absolute or Conditional Discharge  

Good Behaviour Bond Recognisances  

Fine Fine  

Probation Order  Probation Order  

Community Service Order  Community Service Order  

Conditional Release Order  Suspended Sentence  

Intensive Supervision Order  Intensive Correction  

Detention  Imprisonment  

Detention up to life – will most likely be transferred 
to adult jail  

Imprisonment - indefinite  

The main difference between children and adults is in the length of sentence. Generally, a Magistrate can 
sentence a child to up to 1 year in detention and a Judge up to 5 years. For offences for which an adult can be 
imprisoned for 14 years or more, children can also be detained for significant periods of time, for example: 

             Max sentence: 
Offence 

Child   Adult 

Robbery in company with violence 10 years or  

Life* if:  
there was violence against a person 
and  
Court considers particularly heinous  

 

 
 
Life* 

Arson 

Grievous bodily harm  
  7 years 
 

 
14 years 

Receiving stolen goods 

 
 *Life in Queensland means the whole of one’s life and therefore arguably is a more severe sentence for a child 

 

Youth Advocacy Centre Inc: Feb 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
7
 Information based on a presentation by Professor Elisabeth Hoehn. 

8
 Report; no. 35 above 
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The table below relies on data in the Childrens Court Annual Report 2012-13 as the best available data we 

have access to which has a breakdown across the court system. 

The Childrens Court Annual Report notes: 

There was an overall increase of 10.1% in the number of juveniles whose cases were disposed of in 

all Queensland courts in 2012-13 from 2011-12….[a total of] 6,642 juvenile defendants… 

However, a one page sheet, Youth Justice Pocket Stats 2012-13, compiled by Youth Justice Performance and 

Reporting in October 2013, notes: 

 3,542 young offenders with a proven offence (0.9% of population) for 2012-13 

 Over the past 3 years, the number of proven offences increased by 16% to 25,897. 

 The number of young offenders decreased by 9% over the same period. 

In relation to this apparent discrepancy, the Office of Economic and Statistical Research (OESR), Department 

of Treasury and Trade, has advised: 

The 9% figure in the “Youth Justice Pocket Stats 2012-13” document relates to distinct young 

offenders with a proven charge in 2010-11 versus 2012-13. The figure of 3,542 refers to the number 

of distinct young offenders with a proven charge in 2012-13.  The data for this measure is a count of 

distinct young offenders with a proven offence in the financial year. This means if a young offender 

has more than one proven charge in the financial year, they are counted once only.  Data provided in 

the Childrens Court of Queensland Annual Report is counted using the Australian Bureau of Statistics 

counting rules where a defendant is 'the same person in the same court on the same day' is counted 

once.  Therefore if a defendant appears in court on several dates, they are counted more than 

once.  

Whilst using the Annual Report data due to its completeness, we note therefore that the figures, low as they 

are, could be regarded as being more akin to number of appearances and is almost double the number of 

distinct young offenders quoted in the Pocket Stats document. Additionally, the figure of 6,642 includes 

14.2% whose charges were dismissed or who were found not guilty. 

 

Region (SA4 level) 

Population 
total 

0-9 yr old 
population 

10-16yr old 
population 

No. of YJ Def 
(10-16yr olds) 

as per CC 
Annual Report 

YJ Def as % of 
10-16yr old 
population 

 

Courts 

Queensland  overall 

ATSI pop/% 

4 177 089 584 880 410 116 6 642 1.6% All 

 

Brisbane Inner City 

ATSI pop/% 

236 571 21 951 13 275 666  

 

2.1 

 

Brisbane 

202           1.5% 

Brisbane West 

ATSI pop/% 

178 025 21 162 15 482 Assumed incl in 
Inner City – no 
court in West 

Brisbane 

239           1.5% 

Brisbane East 

ATSI pop/% 

219 101 28 469 20 998 152 0.7 Cleveland 

Wynnum 
703           3.3% 

Brisbane North 

ATSI pop/% 

198 547 23 831 15 304 38 0.2 Sandgate 

581           3.8% 

Brisbane South 

ATSI pop/% 

328 815 38 678 25 529 86 0.3 Holland Park 

545           2.1% 

Brisbane total 

ATSI pop/% 

1 161 059 134 091 127 211 942 0.7% 

 

 

2 270         1.8% 
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Region (SA4 level) 

Population 
total 

0-9 yr old 
population 

10-16yr old 
population 

No. of YJ Def 
(10-16yr olds) 

as per CC 
Annual Report 

YJ Def as % of 
10-16yr old 
population 

 

Courts 

Brisbane total 

ATSI pop/% 

1 161 059 134 091 127 211 942 0.7% 

 

Brisbane Cleveland 
Holland Park 
Wynnum Sandgate 

Cairns 

ATSI pop/% 

233 565 31 929 

 

22 488 793 3.5% Atherton  Cairns Innisfail  
Mareeba  Mossman 
Mount Garnett   Tully 
Yarrabah 

3 945       17.5% 

Darling Downs & Maranoa 

    ATSI pop/% 

125 093 17 878 12 742 149 1.2% Chinchilla  Dalby  
Goondiwindi  
Millmerran  Oakey  
Pittsworth  Roma  
Stanthorpe  St George  
Warwick 

1 018          8% 

Fitzroy 

ATSI pop/% 

217 161 31 288 21 932 440 1.8% Biloela  Blackwater  
Emerald  Gladstone  
Rockhampton  Taroom  
Woorabinda  Yeppoon 

1 867          8.5% 

Gold Coast 

ATSI pop/% 

527 490 62 498 44 835 363 0.8% Coolangatta  Southport 

1 076          2.4% 

Ipswich 

ATSI pop/% 

290 667 44 284 29 535 640 2.1% Ipswich  Richlands  
Toogoolawah 

1 770          6.0% 

Logan-Beaudesert* 

 ATSI pop/% 

300 259 45 237 31 321 445 1.5% Beaudesert 
Beenleigh 

1 529          4.9% 

Mackay 

ATSI pop/% 

171 297 24 118 15 851 157 1.0% Bowen  Clermont  
Mackay  Moranbah  
Proserpine  Sarina 1 167          7.4% 

Moreton Bay North 

ATSI pop/% 

222 024  29 840 21 238 312 1.5% Caboolture 
Redcliffe 

1 126          5.3% 

Moreton Bay South 

ATSI pop/% 

172 568 26 421 17 742 155 0.9% Pine Rivers 

459             2.5% 

Outback 

ATSI pop/% 

87 853 14 234 8 047 413 5.1% Aurukun  Badu  Bamaga  
Blackall  Camooweal  
Charleville  Cloncurry  
Coen  Cooktown  
Cunnamulla  Darney  
Doomadgee  
Georgetown  Hopevale  
Hughenden  Kowanyama  
Lockhart R  Longreach  
Mabuiag  Mornington  
Mount Isa  Normanton  
Pormpuraaw  Saibai  
Thursday I  Weipa   
Wujal Wujal  Yam  Yorke 

3 474        43.0% 

Sunshine Coast 

ATSI pop/% 

316 858 37 326 29 284 221 0.8% Caloundra  
Maroochydore  
Nambour  Noosa 853             3.0% 

Toowoomba 

ATSI pop/% 

143 866 19 844 14 758 288 2.0% Gatton 
Toowoomba 

845              5.7% 

Townsville 

ATSI pop/% 

225 137 30 502 22 090 628 2.8% Ayr  Charters T  Ingham  
Palm  Townsville 

2 688        12.2% 

Wide Bay 

ATSI pop/% 

279 201 34 557 27 327 557 2.1% Bundaberg  Cherbourg  
Childers  Gayndah  
Gympie  Hervey Bay  
Kingaroy  Maryboro’  
Monto  Murgon  
Nanango 

2 077          7.6% 

26 219  6.4% 

Youth Advocacy Centre Inc Feb 2014 




