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Summary

This annotated timeline was compiled from records held by the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries, newspaper articles accessed through the National Library of Australia digitized newspaper
archive TROVE (http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/) and reports and scientific papers prepared by
staff of various Queensland Government departments. As the majority of the impact of fireweed has
occurred in New South Wales, New South Wales and Australian Government policy and legislative
responses have also been included.

Entries in the timeline have been colour coded as follows.

Year Issue Comments

XXXX | Taxonomic issues Years in which taxonomic issues were resolved.

XXXX | National polic Years in which National Policy was formulated or changed.

XXXX | Queensland polic Years in which Queensland Policy was formulated or changed.

XXXX New South Wales Years in which New South Wales legislation was passed,
legislation commenced or significant amendments made.

XXX R&D - Herbicide Years in which significant research activity; advances occurred or
control research hurdles were encountered.

XXXX R&D - Management | Years in which significant research activity; advances occurred or

strategy research hurdles were encountered.

Education and Years in which education and awareness publications were
Awareness produced or revised.

XXXX

Community based Years in which significant local community based action occurred or

XHXX action funding received to control fireweed.
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Timeline - 1918 to present
| Year [  lsswe |  Comments |

1817 Taxonomic ldentit Type specimen of Senecio madagascariensis described by Poiret in 1817 from specimens collected in Madagascar.

1946 Noxious Weed Fireweed (as Senecio lautus) declared in Lismore under the NSW Local Government Act 1919. Proclamation published in NSW
Declaration in NSW Government Gazette 15 February 1946

Fireweed (as Senecio lautus) declared in Copmanhurst Shire, NSW under the NSW Local Government Act 1919 proclamation NSW
Declaration in NSW Government Gazette 24 November 1950

Declaration of fireweed Senecio lautus in the Richmond River County District.
Declaration in NSW

1981 Taxonomic ldentity True identity of fireweed established. Fireweed plants in Australia correctly identified as Senecio madagascariensis and recognised as
being of a southern African origin.

1984 NSW education and NSW Department of Primary Industries publishes AgFact Fireweed P7.6.26.
awareness
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Year Issue Comments
1987 QLD Education and Rural Lands Protection Board outward correspondence
awareness Notification was sent to the Queensland Dairymen’s Organisation & the United Graziers Association advising these organisations of the
spread of fireweed into south-east Queensland.

1987 QLD Policy At a Rural Lands Protection Board meeting (14/15 September 1987), a resolution was moved and carried “that Madagascan fireweed
(Senecio madagascariensis) be placed on the Interim List of Declared Plants”. This interim listing required that within two years, a
recommendation including control measures and a proposed pest category be presented to the Rural Lands Protection Board for
consideration.

1987 Biological Control At that same Rural Lands Protection Board meeting (14/15 September 1987) another resolution was moved “that the Board approach

Research New South Wales for funds to assist in research for biological control of Madagascan fireweed.”

1987 QLD Education and The first Queensland Weed Bulletin “Fireweed and its control” was published by the Department of Lands in October 1987.

awareness

1987 Biological Control A preliminary botanical survey to locate fireweed and related species in the Fort Dauphin region of south-east Madagascar was

Research undertaken in January 1987 by a Queensland entomologist based in Madagascar searching for rubber vine biocontrol agents.

1987 Biological Control Another survey was undertaken in June 1987 in Fort Dauphin region of south-east Madagascar to locate fireweed and the insects

Research attacking it.

QLD education and
awareness

Biological Control

The Department of Primary Industries hosts a field day at Frank Warwick’s property at Mt Alford on 31 Aug 1989.

A four year “Biological control of Fireweed” project funded ($161,081) by the Australia Meat and Livestock Research and Development

Research Corporation.
1989 Biological Control The Rural Lands Protection Board carried a motion “that the Board re-affirms its support for the appointment of an entomologist at the
Research Alan Fletcher Research Station (Department of Lands) and requests that the Minister for Lands be advised accordingly.”
1989 QLD Policy After consideration of a report on fireweed management, the Declared Plants Consultative Committee recommended that fireweed
(Senecio madagascariensis) be declared as a P3 and P4 pest in the Local Authority areas of Albert, Beaudesert, Boonah, Ipswich,
Logan and Moreton and P2 elsewhere in the State.
1989 QLD Policy The Rural Lands Protection Board Decision (20/21 September 1989) was moved L. Buchanan (nominee of the Queensland Dairymen’s
State Council) and seconded by R. Gundy (nominee of the Council of Agriculture) “that fireweed be declared as a P3 and P4 pest in the
Local Authority areas of Albert, Beaudesert, Boonah, Ipswich, Logan and Moreton and P2 elsewhere in the State.”
1990 QLD Policy Minister for Lands and Minister for Primary Industries both support Rural Lands Protection Board resolution for declaration as a pest

with the proposed categories.
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Year Issue Comments
1990 Queensland Declaration of fireweed under the Rural Lands Protection Act 1985 published in the Queensland Government Gazette 16.6.1990 No.54
legislation pages 885-6.

Fireweed in the following categories:
P3 in local government area of Albert, Beaudesert, Boonah, Ipswich, Logan and Moreton (The distribution of these plants in the area of
infestation is to be reduced).
P4 in local government area of Albert, Beaudesert, Boonah, Ipswich, Logan and Moreton (These plants are to be prevented from
spreading beyond the places in which they occur).
P2 remainder of State (These plants are to be destroyed).

1990 Spread within SEQ Flowering fireweed is found along the Gateway Arterial Road in Brisbane.

1990 QLD Policy Correspondence to local government “each local authority is expected to control fireweed on roads and reserves as well as to enforce
control on private land in accordance with the objectives for the categories”.

1990 Herbicide Control Department of Primary Industries chastises Department of Lands for making recommendations about fireweed control not previously

research approved by the Agricultural Requirements Board under the Chemical Usage (Agricultural and Veterinary) Control Act 1988.

1990 Biological Control Further exploration in Madagascar leads to the collection of 14 potential insect species.

Research A stem-feeding Tortricid moth Lobesia new sp. and a flower-feeding pyralid Phycitoides new sp. were imported into high security
guarantine in Australia where their host ranges were assessed. Phycitodes oviposited and developed on several native Senecio
species, Lobesia sp. oviposited and developed on several plant species from the tribes Senecioneae and Calenduleae.

As these results indicated an unacceptably wide host-range for both moths, no application was made to the Australia government for
the release of the insects from quarantine. Both insect colonies in quarantine were destroyed.
1991 Biological Control Fireweed declared target for biological control by the Standing Committee for Agriculture (meeting 147, Nelson NZ 12-13 Feb 1991).

Research The applicant was the Plant Production Committee (PPC), a subcommittee of Standing Committee on Agriculture and Resource
Management (SCRAM).

1991 Community concern Native fireweed poisoning reported “Poison weed a threat to stock” TMB Tuesday June 18 1991 page 29 refers to native fireweed
Senecio lautus.
1991 Community concern | Spread within Southeast Queensland, fireweed found on South Stradbroke Island.
1991 Biological Control Field collections and investigation of native insect species attacking fireweed in southeast Queensland.
Research
1991 Biological Control First insect survey in South Africa by a Queensland Government entomologist to locate potential biocontrol agents.
Research
1992 Biological Control A Queensland Government entomologist is able to re-enter Madagascar to collect more insects after rioting and civil unrest in that

Research country subsides.

1993 Herbicide Control Only one herbicide was registered for fireweed control (bromoxynil). Landholders were reporting poor level of control in some

Research circumstances.

A screening trial tested various herbicides and adjuvant combinations for boom spray application. (See scientific paper by Anderson &
Panetta 1995)
1993 Education and Herbicide demonstration trials set out in the Biddadaba district of the Beaudesert Shire.
awareness
1994 Biological Control Genetic studies confirm that Madagascan fireweed and the native fireweed are not the same species.
Research
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1998

Year Issue Comments
1994 QLD Policy Department Policy endorsed 17 May 1994 by the Minister of Lands
0] In areas declared P3/P4 (established infestations) the Department of Lands will:
(a) Require that the incidence and impact of fireweed is minimised by control of isolated infestations and use the appropriate
management methods on all land areas.
(b) increase awareness of the methods of control and management
(ii) In areas declared P2 (generally without established infestations), the Department of Lands will:
(a) Increase public awareness of the impact, potential for spread, means of spread and identification of fireweed.
(b) Require eradication of all infestations except where eradication is not operationally or economically feasible, in which cases
control shall be maintained at the highest possible level.
(c) (iii) The Department of Lands will continue research to improve control methods.
1995 QLD Legislation In this year local government amalgamations occurred - Shire of Albert with City of Gold Coast and Shire of Moreton with the Ipswich
City. Declaration revised -
P3 in local government area of Beaudesert, Boonah, Ipswich and Logan (The distribution of these plants in the area of
infestation is to be reduced).
P4 in local government area of Beaudesert, Boonah, Ipswich and Logan (These plants are to be prevented from spreading
beyond the places in which they occur).
P2 remainder of State (These plants are to be destroyed)
1996 QLD Policy Rural Lands Protection Board meeting November 1996 moved a “... immediate review of the declaration category of fireweed...”
1996/97 | Biological Control A botanical survey in South Africa undertaken for a taxonomic study (published in Radford et al 2000).
Research During the survey a rust fungus discovered attacking fireweed.
1997 QLD Paolicy Department of Natural Resources - Policy goal of containing fireweed south of Brisbane.
1997 Biological Control Rural Lands Protection Board wrote letter of support for CSIRO funding application to the Dairy Research and Development
Research Corporation for biological control exploration and testing in South Africa.

QLD Policy

Joint Department Natural Resources and Department of Primary Industries workshop 1998 to develop management strategies and
action plans for fireweed.

1998 Biological Control Further genetic studies indicate that the fireweed infestation in Australia originated from South Africa and not from Madagascar (Scott et
Research al 1998).

1998 Education and Factsheet PP31 revision November 1998.
awareness

1999 Education and Ministerial Press Release “Government Steps up Efforts against Toxic Weed”
awareness
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2007

2008

Year Issue Comments
2000 Biological Control Genetic study shows that fireweed in Australia is most similar to fireweed plants found in the KwaZulu-Natal region of South Africa.
Research (Radford et al 2000).
2002 Biological Control A special field trip to South Africa undertaken to collect the rust fungus found in 1996/97. This rust fungus (Aecidium sp.) was
Research subsequently found to be same as the fungus (Puccinia lagenophorae) already present in Australia. Puccinia lagenophorae is damaging
to fireweed and other native Senecio species. It was unlikely that this rust would lead to any improved control of fireweed and it was not
released.
2003 QLD legislation Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 commenced 1 July 2003.
Fireweed declared as a Class 2 declared pest plant.
A landowner must take reasonable steps to keep land free of Class 2 pests.
A guideline for the management of fireweed was prepared under section 15 of the Act. The operational objectives for fireweed
management were
e To prevent the spread of fireweed into uninvested areas.
e To eradicate small, isolated infestations
Each local government must have a plan for the declared pests in its area.
2006 Education and Factsheet Revision PP31 February 2006.
awareness
2007 National Policy Australian Government 2007 election commitments (Eden Monaro NSW).
e $300,000 for a comprehensive fireweed research project.
e Undertake further testing of biological control agents.
e Work with industry and community groups to raise awareness about best practice.
e Undertake further assessment of fireweed for consideration as a “weed of national significance”.

Response to north

Queensland

incursion

NSW POLICY

Interim FNQ Fireweed Management Group formed by government department and local government officers.

NSW Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee’s review of fireweed management in NSW advised that the goals of a NSW fireweed
strategy should be
1. To prevent fireweed from establishing in areas where it is not currently established
2. To minimise the negative impact of fireweed on primary production and land managers in areas where fireweed is established
but not common
3. To provide landholders with best practice technical information to enable them to minimise the negative impact of fireweed

infestation on their land and enterprise in areas where fire weed is established and wide spread.
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Year Issue Comments
2010 NSW POLICY NSW Department of Industry & Investment NSW Draft Fireweed Strategy 2010-2015.
This draft strategy was not finalised before the NSW state election in March 2011.
The draft strategy objectives were:
Objective 1 — Minimise the negative impact of fireweed on primary production and land managers in areas where fireweed is
established but not common.
Objective 2 — Minimise the negative impact of fireweed on primary production and land managers in areas where fireweed is
widespread.
Objective 3 — Provide landholders with best practice technical information to enable them to minimise the negative impact of
fireweed.
2010 QLD Policy Draft revision of the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Rout Management) Act 2002 guideline.
Revision not proceeded with during drafting of Biosecurity Bill 2011.
2011 Education and Factsheet Revision PP31 January 2011.
awareness
2012 National Policy Fireweed listed as one of twelve additional Weeds of National Significance. Fireweed was nominated on behalf of the Australian
Government. The assessment process was led by the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resources Economics (ABARES), part of
the Australian Department of Agriculture and Water Resources with participation of all State and Territory jurisdictions.
The 12 additional WONS were announced by Chair of the National Biosecurity Committee in 2012.
Fireweed (Senecio madagascariensis) Strategic Plan 2012-2017 released.
Strategic Vision: To prevent further establishment of fireweed and minimise the negative impact of fireweed on primary production, the
environment and land managers.
Three high level goals:
1. New infestations are prevented from establishing.
2. Established infestations are under strategic management.
3. Greater capability and commitment to manage fireweed
2012 Major publication Fireweed — A Best Practice Management Guide for Australian landholders (Sindel & Coleman 2012)
2012 Biological Control A clearer understanding of the taxonomic status and ecology of fireweed in South Africa. A list of at least 18 invertebrates and three
Research fungi on fireweed in South Africa that are considered likely to be Senecio specialists.
(Full report Sheppard AW and Olckers T (2012) Fireweed Control Research: Final Report on investigation of potential biological control
agents in South Africa, including the KwaZulu-Natal province and surrounding areas. Unpublished Report for Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry.)
2013 Education and Factsheet Revision PP31 June 2013.
awareness
2016 Queensland Biosecurity Act 2014 commenced 1 July 2016.
legislation Fireweed listed as Category 3 restricted matter, fireweed must not be distributed or released into the environment.
A person dealing with fireweed, a carrier of fire weed or undertaking an activity must take all reasonable and practical measures to
prevent or minimise the biosecurity risk posed by fireweed.
A local government’s function is to ensure the management of fireweed in its area in compliance with the Act.
2016 Education and Factsheet revision for the commencement of Biosecurity Act 2014.
awareness
2016 Response to north Local Government planning document for management of fireweed on the Atherton Tablelands
Queensland Tablelands Regional Council Fireweed Management Plan V 1 January 2016
incursion
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http://weeds.ala.org.au/WoNS/fireweed/docs/National_Fireweed_Strategic_Plan_Final-June_2013.pdf
https://www.une.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/52366/2012.-Fireweed-A-Best-Practice-Management-Guide-for-Australian-Landholders.pdf
https://www.une.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/38633/fireweed-report-biocontrol.pdf
https://www.une.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/38633/fireweed-report-biocontrol.pdf
http://www.trc.qld.gov.au/download/fireweed-management-plan/

Year

Issue

Comments

2016

2016-17

NSW legislation

AEC inquiry

NSW Biosecurity Act 2016 establishes a general biosecurity duty similar to Queensland’s general biosecurity obligation. The general
biosecurity duty applies to a person dealing with fireweed. A Regulation applies to all Weeds of National Significance - A person must

not move, import the weed into the State or sell.

AEC inquiry
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https://www.facebook.com/events/1865230927082119/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%224%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7D

Selected clippings from Queensland newspapers

FEAR OF
FIREWEED

MURWILLUMBAMN, Wed-
yesterdoy. — Fireweed is re-

ported to hove appeored in

tlu Twud dis'rkJ ] d Hu
feor is expresse

might become o .mnr

menace than the Crofton

weed.

Fireweed is so named bhe-
cause its seeds, if gathered
with a harvested crop such
as lucerne, will start a fire
through spontaneous com-
bustion.

The Tweed district coun-
cil of the Australian Prim-
ary Producers’ Union de-
cided to-day to ask the
Agriculture Department to
obtain all vaailable data on
fireweed, and make it avail-
able to landholders; also to
display specimens of the
weed Iin public places.

Figure 1 First newspaper report. Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId.), Thursday 19 October 1950, page 12.
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the state of Queensland

)
Fireweed menaces big
areas of farm lands

, Friday.—"Fireweed, a pest now making its
appearance on the Tweed, will make all other weeds look

silly,” the District Primary Producers’ Union Presiden
Pratt) said to-day.
The weed, which at first
ught looks like a buttercup,
1a8 been found at Myocum,
1ear Murwillumbah, Tum-
oulgum, on the Tweed
River, and at Numinbah, in
Queensland, near the bor-

der. It is already a prob-
lem on the Richmond,

“IL I8 suspeclted of poison-
ing stock,” Mr. Pratt said,
“and if It gets Into harvested
crops il causes internal com-

bustion, and has been known
to cause fires that have re-
sulted in the destruction of
barns It acclimatises Itself
overnight, and will grow any-

where "

The grepies! probiem on the Tweed)
N the moment hownever way Crof-
ton weed, of hemp sgrimony, Mr Prat!
naded Thousunds of acres were n-|
fested with it ang 11 war  Quickiy
PIesdiug Al over south-eastern Queens
land Ihe olther grea! worry was
Croundar)  whieh Lirst appeared on the
Tweed about seven years ago  All the
swampr and lals asong the Tweed
River wsete 'hick with it

Figure 2 Follow-up article the Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId.), Saturday 4 November 1950, page 7
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FIHEWEED Is a I'ast growlng concem in"
Boonah district pastures, district agricultural
"'advlser ‘George Malcolmson said yesterday.

“The Primary Industries Department officer said the
number of reports of this potentially poisonous, daisy-
like weed on district properties had risen alarmingly this
season, compared to the same period last year.

- Mr Malcolmson said the widespread occurrence was
not surprising, given the fact that fireweed had the
ability to develop quickly, producing yellow flowers i in -
six to 10 weeks after emergence.

The light, fluffy seeds attached to a white silky para-

chute are easily dispersed by wind, aiding the rapid
spread of the plant. .
. As aresult, the DPI will host a field day on Thursday,
focussing on the control measures of fireweed, as well as
animal health problems associated with it. The morning
inspection starts at 10am at Frank Warwick’s property,
1km west of Mt Alford townshlp along the Moogerah
Dam Rd.

Mr Malcolmson said ﬁreweed_ would quickly invade
and dominate bare or disturbed areas, particularly after
drought and or/where grazing occurs.

-While it grows in all types of pasture and on all
aspects, the amount of fireweed is influenced by the
quantity of ground cover and competition provided by
pasture plants,

Mr Malcolmson said the greater the ground cover and
competition provided by pasture, the less chance there is
of the weed developmg .

The plant has poisoning pmpertles and there is an
mcreasmg risk of livestock losses, particularly cattle, if
its spread continues.

Fireweed is responsxble for many cases of ill-thrift and
liver damage in livestock, and -is toxic in all growth
stages, whether green or dry.

Figure 3 Spread and toxicity concerns in Boonah district The Queensland Times Monday August 26
1989, page 13
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Toxic weed infestation found

AT infeatation of & aev weed species loxss
to Thestack hae desn found AUeng e
and srramid the \!’t‘-]'aah Lok,
Milinn Millas £7ea jo Bachaw S,
An frkradiees wand known as Fyﬁv..
i8mesin medngaseavicnsiz!, §
strangld wirk pas
Tespammible for dilnams, sow T
por cwmhhnmng ot rr{-lr, #hich
Tesmalt iR derth.

Eaclnan Slucw Couacd pesl soes-
mant office: Teex Ozehand streseed e
inpeizzaee off v:w.uc\l.u.,. it auibiw

iz che impact ‘of fucklier spessd omic
pmmrﬂaa weald he garions,

MAs with most wenis §a the Earhoom
Shird, She best pamirol Ty Freweod
irvusperater  infagrelel  minugimend
wtrulugies wilh kerbichies und meckar-

ival meliods in addﬂ...m . '.-:;.;vuuu

De:.u.s.w.\‘

)1 o me:hl’-.' sl inlestoten . of

“This wew inlieslalinn al M:nu;
Lisokoul By the lire. meord for Noclh
Quesnaland, witle e pawviag

reaan e just shava Gy
fhv-hmd

per

o mairanmental o
arndiriens firmrend
with mltiple
(5 em x 2 em: and koot "1 Anwrra.
Flerwers and veuds ave predaess cortinu.
vusly cver Lhe growing sonsm, An weer.
ae planl o pm&m:a more than 10,000
ety dindng his e,

Frovrta m‘lrm all

Tobes, Torr wide lenves

;L E I b provenl Lae
-nlu.u..m Crgne buty woree upd
irereass Lo Lilwldiod u!‘—mdiculmu P
(] i,

mrw- efficera can Dmﬁds advicn ard

rmopast " |s=11m
jhulading amed. 1:1mrﬁamm e
Tatien an chemiml sélecticn rmd npp?-
sartiem, Sﬂnyma of =
g are lose il sppetite,
'mg.- Tz wf o

rerlal erorvint, Scwn * pubsining
weill el in death und m auligay will
baveal elivanie Lvor selévosis.

Angane whno sres fivewend  wirkin
Erzhary Shire: shonld phens 8 Orehard
an 4085 TEIN.

Savnisamatt

Figure 4 Media report of the spread of fireweed to the Atherton Tablelands, North Queensland in

2006.
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