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MOTION OF CONDOLENCE  

Harper, Mr RM 
Mr KRAUSE (Scenic Rim—LNP) (9.52 am): It is a great honour to pay tribute in this Queensland 

parliament to Robert Malcolm Harper, the Liberal member for Mount Ommaney from 1995 to 1998. It 
could be said that Bob was born with Liberal blood in his veins. He took the name of two personal 
friends of his parents—Sir Robert Menzies and Sir Malcolm Ritchie, founding president of the Liberal 
Party.  

My first recollection of Bob Harper was during the 1995 state election campaign. I was only 14 
but that was the campaign after which the Mundingburra by-election resulted in a change in 
government. Mount Ommaney was regarded at that time as a key seat for the coalition to win, and I 
can remember on election night the commentary about the significance of Bob Harper’s defeat of Peter 
Pyke. As it turned out, Bob’s youngest daughter, Deanne, attended school at Ipswich Girls Grammar 
School. I attended Ipswich Grammar School, and three years after Bob’s victory in Mount Ommaney I 
can recall visiting the Harper household on the way to a senior formal. Bob Harper clearly lived and 
breathed politics and his community, as his home was filled with Liberal Party material—corflutes, flyers, 
A-frames; anything you can think of when it comes to campaigning. Quite frankly, I do not think I have 
ever seen more campaign material under one roof! 

I would not be here today as a member of parliament but for that chance encounter with Bob. At 
the University of Queensland in 2000 Deanne and my paths crossed again and talk turned to Bob’s 
time in parliament and the upcoming campaign. Before I knew it, I was a member of the Young Liberals, 
and for a young man from a country dairy-farming family I should have joined the Young Nationals, but 
the Harpers got in first.  

Mr Nicholls interjected.  
Mr KRAUSE: The right Harper got in first. Through the years Bob was an adviser and source of 

encouragement for me in politics, just as he has been for many other people. It was around this time in 
2000 that Bob started work for Senator George Brandis, but even before that Bob was a tireless 
campaigner. He stood for parliament in several tough seats—in Nudgee in 1969, in Wolston in 1980 
and 1983, and in Ipswich in 2004 when I found myself handing out for him at Churchill booth on a hot 
February day. He worked hard on the 2004 Senate campaign that saw a historic four coalition senators 
elected from Queensland including three from the Liberal Party. He worked with Andrew Laming in all 
of his elections from 2004 until 2016 when Bob was up against it fighting cancer. He helped so many 
campaigns across all of Queensland that it would be impossible to detail them all here today. Bob 
helped people without seeking adulation or praise but because of his dedication to the cause.  

Bob Harper as a campaigner and campaign manager knew how to dig in. Bob Harper knew how 
to motivate candidates and campaign workers to win, and sometimes he drove candidates mad as well. 
He knew how to work hard, something learned early on in his life. His sister Jan tells a story from their 
childhood when they used to collect mangoes and wheel them around in wheelbarrows selling them to 

   

 

 

Speech By 

Jon Krause 
MEMBER FOR SCENIC RIM 

Record of Proceedings, 15 February 2018 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20180215_095314
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20180215_095314


  

 
Jonathon_Krause-Scenic Rim-20180215-017318708746.docx Page 2 of 2 

 

people building houses. Throughout his whole life hard work continued—packing groceries to pay for 
his high school at Brisbane Grammar School, calling numbers at the bingo hall in the Valley while 
studying for his Bachelor of Business and having a young family.  

The maxim ‘never give up’ is one of the most enduring impressions he has left on me, as I am 
sure it is on others. One of his proudest achievements, I am sure, was when Andrew Laming won 
Bowman by 64 votes in 2007 after a vicious personal campaign from his political opponents. Bob 
refused to yield to the onslaught and over 10 years later Bowman remains in LNP hands.  

Bob’s legacy as the member for Mount Ommaney shows he achieved a great deal in a very short 
space of time. Some of his most notable achievements were acquiring the Mount Ommaney Police 
Station, the Centenary State High School and the Centenary War Memorial for the constituents of Mount 
Ommaney, as well as having funding set aside for the Mount Ommaney Ambulance Station. In the 
Borbidge government Bob built for the future of the Centenary suburbs and left a legacy still being 
enjoyed now.  

I think even greater than that is the legacy he has created through his work with so many MPs 
and candidates in helping them get elected—people like Matt McEachan, the former member for 
Redlands; Andrew Laming; the late Dr Russell Trood, who won that fourth spot for the coalition in 2004; 
Tarnya Smith, former member for Mount Ommaney; Matthew Bourke, the councillor for Jamboree—
and there are many others.  

In his family Bob had three daughters but there are numerous political sons and daughters of 
Bob Harper. I myself was fortunate to have Bob’s advice, guidance and determination in the Beaudesert 
electorate campaign that saw off all our opponents in 2012. Bob then worked with me in serving the 
people of that electorate as an electorate officer in Beaudesert. It was only in 2013 when Bob was 
working with me that I found out he had been suffering from cancer for several years. We were close 
through all of that time, but Bob was determined not to let the fact that he had cancer get in the way of 
life and so very few people knew he was battling the dreaded curse of cancer for several years. The 
saying ‘never give up’ was lived by Bob his entire life. Although the battle became even harder and 
more painful after 2013, Bob never gave up the will to live and to fight our political opponents. Just 
weeks before his death he was texting me with campaign tips and advice and rumours that he heard 
around the traps from mysterious but often very reliable secret Labor sources.  

Bob was particularly involved in the Young Liberal Movement in the 1990s and early 2000s, and 
was a strong supporter of getting younger people involved and elected. Brisbane city councillor Matthew 
Bourke has said— 
Bob’s greatest political legacy is the generations of young people he has mentored and nurtured. This was recognised when he 
was honoured with the rarely bestowed special life membership of the Young Liberal Movement in 2002.  

Bob was also made a special life member of the LNP upon its formation in 2008—together with 
Lawrence Springborg—in recognition of his service not only to the Liberal Party after he served it 
continuously in almost every conceivable job from 1966 onwards but also for the part Bob played in the 
formation of the LNP itself.  

Colleagues, I wish that I did not have to be speaking to this motion today in the 56th Parliament. 
It was too early when Bob passed away in November 2017 during the election campaign after a long 
and courageous battle. He was just 72. I was honoured to be asked by Bob in the months prior to his 
death to carry his coffin at his funeral.  

Bob enjoyed a great Queensland drink, a rum and coke; it was his favourite tipple. I knew things 
were grim when Bob told me he did not feel like a rum in the second half of last year. Life is not fair 
sometimes, and it is not fair that a man of the calibre, guts and sincerity of Bob Harper, with his 
enthusiasm for life and his love for his family, did not get a few more years here to enjoy with his family. 
I pay tribute to his family who are here in the parliament during this motion today. In particular, I want 
to acknowledge Rhonda, his wife of 45 years. Rhonda, I know you cherished Bob, and I am sure you 
carried an enormous weight around with you for many years during his illness, but you are also a tower 
of strength for the whole family. 

To you and also to Jacinta, Hayley and Deanne and their husbands and families, thank you for 
sharing Bob with us in the LNP. We know that he spent almost as much time talking to us as he did to 
you, but you can be sure that, in all my experiences with Bob, his family came first no matter what. That 
was the one thing that could pull him away from politics. We thank you for his service just as much as 
we all acknowledge and give thanks for the service of Bob Harper to this parliament, the community, 
the Liberal Party and the LNP.  

To Robert Malcolm Harper, member for Mount Ommaney from 1995 to 1998, ‘Grandbob’, Dad, 
Bob and a lot of us in this place knew him just as ‘Harper’, rest in peace. 
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