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AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

Report, Motion to take note 
Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.26 pm): I, like the member for Burdekin, am drawn to speak 

on this report and, in particular, this finding from the QAO that Biosecurity Queensland ‘cannot always 
demonstrate it has successfully achieved the ultimate aims or outcomes of its programs’. One of the 
programs looked at in this audit was the wild dog management activities of Biosecurity Queensland. 
That is a program that has broad support in the rural areas of my electorate of Beaudesert because of 
the damage wild dogs cause to stock and the losses that graziers incur as a result of wild dogs. When 
the former government put in place wild dog management officers for that region, it dealt with the Scenic 
Rim, the Lockyer region and I think the Southern Downs region. That was very well received, but we 
need to ensure that funding is achieving its objectives. 

I do not know whether the Auditor-General looked at this, but an issue that is constantly raised 
with me about wild dog management activities is the lack of coordination between state agencies and 
local government and, in particular, differences in policies between some state agencies and the 
department of national parks. I have a lot of national parks in my electorate. Wild dogs do not know 
boundaries in different forms of tenure. When dealing with different policies in that estate compared to 
private land or other state land and the two do not mesh together well, it limits the effectiveness of 
eradication activities which would otherwise be more effective.  

We have seen that a lot on Mount Tamborine, where there are a lot of national parks but also 
interaction with private land and state land. The difficulties faced by landholders in undertaking 
management activities where they are next to national parks are a real problem. We need to fix that 
issue. Whoever is in charge in government should be addressing that inconsistency. It is an 
inconsistency in culture across different departments. To get better value for money for wild dog 
management activities it should be changed. 

It was not looked at specifically, but the finding that Biosecurity Queensland ‘cannot always 
demonstrate it has successfully achieved the ultimate aims or outcomes of its programs’ could no doubt 
be applied to the fire ant eradication program. Again, my electorate is on the front line when it comes 
to the fire ant eradication program. Only a couple of weeks ago fire ants were discovered in Beaudesert 
for the first time. It was reported that those fire ants were eradicated very promptly, which is good, but 
there have been a number of other occasions when fire ant nests have been detected in very large 
numbers and they have not been eradicated promptly.  

In the case of one outbreak at Peak Crossing, there were 450 nests identified. However, 
according to the landholders involved, the actions of Biosecurity Queensland to eradicate those nests 
were very slow indeed. The same situation occurred at Mount Walker, Rosevale and other areas around 
the Scenic Rim and Ipswich country regions where fire ants have spread. It has been reported to me 
by landholders that Biosecurity Queensland are visiting properties and identifying nests and then going 
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away and undertaking tests, or whatever it is that is done, but they are taking too long to come back to 
administer the dose that is needed to kill the fire ant nest. In the intervening period, the fire ants can 
spread very quickly. They can fly and they can be spread by soil. 

There needs to be a change in the approach to make the process more streamlined and quicker 
so that when Biosecurity Queensland are called to a property, fire ants can be identified and eradicated 
immediately without the intervening period. If we are going to be serious about eradicating fire ants or 
at least stopping their spread further, that is certainly something that needs to be addressed. It is not 
good enough to have a six- to eight-week period between identification and eradication. Perhaps that 
is something that the Auditor-General should be looking at in the future. 
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