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PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENT 

Thomas, Major-General WB  

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (2.42 pm): ‘We talk lightly about freedom but it was born into 
us in Australia and New Zealand and it’s something terribly terribly precious which I think only people 
like Sully and I can fully understand. People just take it for granted but we fought for it.’ Those were the 
words spoken a couple of years ago by the late Major-General Sandy Thomas, a resident of the 
Beaudesert electorate who, sadly, passed away just a few days ago.  

Major-General Thomas was born Walter Babington Thomas on 29 June 1919 in New Zealand. 
He was brought up in New Zealand and joined the New Zealand Military Forces at the outbreak of World 
War II. He was wounded and taken prisoner at a prisoner of war camp in Crete. Eventually, he was able 
to escape his jailers.  

The major-general, as he was known in the Beaudesert area, was a legend in the area and a 
hero of his time. We as members of this parliament are custodians of our institutions, our law and our 
history. As a member of parliament, it was a great privilege for me to meet the major-general and talk 
to him about his experiences. Indeed, one of the great privileges of being a member is being able to 
meet such an array of different people from so many walks of life, including our returned servicemen 
who served our country so valiantly.  

Upon the major-general’s death, I reflect that we are losing very quickly the last of our veterans 
from the Second World War. The major-general died at 98 years of age, but he was well known in the 
community and extremely well regarded, having written a number of books about his experiences and 
participated in Anzac Day and Remembrance Day services until his passing.  

I pay tribute to the major-general. May he rest in peace. All members of this House and, indeed, 
all members of the Beaudesert community thank him for his service to his countries, New Zealand, 
Australia and Great Britain, as he enlisted with the British forces after World War II. May he rest in 
peace. I table a number of articles from the Beaudesert Times and other sources in relation to the major-

general as part of a tribute to him.  

Tabled paper: Articles relating to Major-General Walter Babington ‘Sandy’ Thomas and photograph [2135]. 
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