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MOTION 

Renewable Energy Target 
Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (6.10 pm): The Treasurer talks about policy certainty, but the 

only policy certainty under this government is that prices will go up because they always have under 
Labor. I support the motion and call on those members opposite to support the motion to scrap the 
renewable energy target of 50 per cent because it will add $200 a year to the average household power 
bill and it will hurt Queensland jobs. It will shut down 75 per cent of coal-fired generators and all of the 
jobs that go with that will be lost.  

More than just supporting the motion, I call on all members opposite to apologise for the 
decade-long policy failure of the Labor Party because all Labor’s policy has done is put up power prices. 
It started with Peter Beattie. In 2006 Peter Beattie said that prices would go down when they sold off 
Energex’s retail arm, but they did not; they went up. Prices went up and they have kept going up over 
a decade of Labor policy failures for families, for farmers and for small businesses, so all those opposite 
should apologise for the decade of failure. More than anyone, the Minister for Energy, Biofuels and 
Water Supply should apologise for blaming farmers for their high power prices, and I table that 
document. 
Tabled paper: Photograph depicting Hon. Bailey, dated 28 June 2017 [2097]. 

Mr BAILEY: I rise to a point of order. I find the comments by the honourable member inaccurate 
and offensive and I ask that they be withdrawn. 

Mr SPEAKER: Did the comments reflect personally on the minister? 
Honourable members interjected. 

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, members. Will you withdraw? 

Mr KRAUSE: I withdraw. There has been a decade-long policy failure from the Labor Party. It 
was Andrew Fraser in 2010—many members here were members of that government—who asked for 
permission to charge people more for power through Energex, Ergon and Powerlink, and that happened 
for five years because of Andrew Fraser and all of his Labor mates sitting opposite right now. Families 
felt it and farmers felt it. They are still feeling it. Businesses are still feeling it. We are going to hear from 
the member for Gladstone later in the debate, but big business is feeling it because they cannot get 
affordable power because of the policies that have been put in place by Labor. 

The LNP brought network charges under control through Energex, Ergon and Powerlink, and that 
is why those charges are stable now. That was not good enough for Labor. When it got back into 
government it went after the generators, and the wholesale power price has gone up 70 per cent. We 
stopped it with Energex, Ergon and Powerlink, but the hidden power tax from the government has sent 
power prices through the roof again. We have seen Boyne aluminium smelter shedding jobs because 
it cannot get an affordable price. Irrigators and farmers in my electorate and across the state feel the 
pinch on every power bill. Some farmers tell me that they feel physically sick when they get their power 
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bills because they just do not know what it is going to contain. They do not know when it will rain. They 
do not know if they are going to have drought or flood. They do not know if they are going to use over 
100 megawatts every quarter or every month or whatever the period is and if they are going to be stung 
with all of the network charges that came about as a result of the Labor Party’s gold plating. 

The Labor Party should scrap the 50 per cent renewable energy target, but it should apologise 
for the damage it has done to primary producers and irrigators and businesses and families—all the 
people across this state who suffer with every power bill because of the inaction, the ineptitude and the 
gross negligence of members sitting opposite who have set up this system to fail business, to fail 
farmers and to fail families. Now those opposite are going to fail reliability as well, because a 50 per 
cent renewable energy target will lead to reliability issues in our state of Queensland and across the 
nation. It will not only cost more than $18 billion for Queensland taxpayers to go to a 50 per cent 
renewable energy target, but at the end of it we will not even have a reliable electricity system in this 
state. 

Labor has presided over the biggest act of economic vandalism that this state has ever seen. 
That is a big statement to make, but when power prices have gone up so much in the last decade under 
the settings set by the Labor Party it blows the minds of all people who are big energy users and for 
people who are big employers.  

This is not just about power bills; this is about jobs. Members opposite always want to talk about 
how great they are at creating jobs. The best thing they could do for jobs is to take some pressure off 
power bills, get out of the wholesale market, stop gouging customers through their hidden electricity tax 
which comes through the wholesale markets through the government owned generators and give 
people real relief. Those opposite should stop the gouging and stop pretending that the money they are 
taking off consumers in every bill and then handing back to them through a $50 a year handout or some 
other small concession given through the churn and burn of electricity bills is going to make a difference 
to the structural issues that face Queensland’s electricity industry. We need affordable, reliable energy. 
We need structural changes, not handouts. Labor will not deliver them. It has proven that it cannot 
deliver it over the last 10 years. Only the LNP will deliver affordable, reliable energy for this state. 

(Time expired) 
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