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LABOUR HIRE LICENSING BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (9.56 pm): I oppose this bill. The bill should send shivers down 
the spines of all farmers in my electorate and across the whole state who use labour hire contractors. 
The only people who support this bill are those who donate to the ALP. The member for Chatsworth 
outlined that eloquently previously. Clearly, this bill is payback to the unions that donate to the ALP.  

I represent a number of significant agricultural producers in my region. They use those 
contractors for seasonal labour, for work that needs to be done weekly, for a few weeks or on a 
two-monthly basis. It is labour that needs to be obtained for a short period of time on a seasonal basis. 
In some cases, labour hire contractors are used because quite simply there are not local people and 
local employees able or willing to undertake the work that is done by labour hire contractors and the 
people who work for them. These labour hire contractors pick lettuces, work on the farms picking carrots 
and get agricultural produce out of the ground and into markets overseas and on to our supermarket 
shelves in Queensland. This is local produce and this is the way that farmers in the South-East 
Queensland region and across the whole state manage to get their product out of the ground and on to 
our market shelves. The use of seasonal labour and labour hire contractors is a key part of that. Allowing 
the unions that support the ALP via donations effectively to veto the licensing of labour hire contractors 
is nothing but a naked grab for union power in agricultural industries. All of the agricultural sector that 
uses the labour hire industry should be very afraid.  

Labor throws up so many barriers to profitability. We saw so much of that in the last decade, a 
decade unfortunately ruled by Labor in Queensland. We saw it in terms of electricity and its stuff-ups in 
that sector. It started with Beattie in 2006 and the sell-off of the retail sector, followed by Bligh and 
Fraser in 2010 when they locked in those terrible increases to network charges and the increases that 
led to power prices— 

Mr POWER: I rise to a point of order. I appreciate the history lesson, but it is not relevant to the 
long title of the bill.  

Mr KRAUSE: It is incredibly relevant because we are talking about efficiency. 

Government members interjected.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Miss Barton): Order! I am making a ruling on the point of order. If 
members of the government would like their colleague’s point of order ruled on, perhaps they could give 
me an opportunity to rule. I would remind the member for Beaudesert to please be relevant to the long 
title of the bill.  

Mr KRAUSE: It is very relevant because this bill is an example of how the Labor Party impacts 
on the efficiency of the agricultural sector. This bill will place extra costs and burdens on the sector. We 
have seen the costs added to the water sector across Queensland as a result of the failures of the 
Labor Party in relation to the Traveston Dam and the Wyaralong Dam and all the other costs that have 
been placed on our SEQ water system as a result of bungled policies by the Labor Party.  
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Our agricultural producers still manage to make a profit, export their produce and get on with life 
and employ hundreds and hundreds of people—thousands in fact—across the whole state despite all 
the barriers that members opposite have put in their way over the last decade. Those opposite put in 
place more barriers and impose more costs on farmers trying to make a living and grow produce to 
export and to make a dollar for the state of Queensland. It is a disgrace that this bill will impose more 
costs on the sector. Those opposite continue unabated to put a tax on farmers who are producing our 
food and employing hundreds and hundreds of people. This bill threatens to do that by bringing in the 
corrupt, inefficient and simply impractical measures of the union regime into the agricultural sector.  

This bill threatens the very viability of several large producers in my electorate, as I am sure it 
will across the state. That is not to dismiss the fact that there are labour hire contractors who do the 
wrong thing. We have heard about that. There are already measures under the federal laws and under 
our criminal laws for dealing with those contractors. The answer to dealing with those immoral and 
wrong practices is not, as members have said, to crack a walnut with a sledgehammer, it is not to 
overregulate the whole labour hire sector with rules that give unions the upper hand; it is to use those 
existing federal laws.  

The Fair Work Ombudsman and other federal authorities have taken action against those people 
who are doing the wrong thing. We have acknowledged that there are people doing the wrong thing. 
The member for Burnett and the federal member for Hinkler have been a part of exposing those 
practices. This bill is not the answer to dealing with those practices. This bill is nothing but a naked grab 
for power by the union movement. All agricultural sectors in Queensland have rejected this bill. It is 
telling that the only people who support this bill are the trade unions who give money to the ALP. This 
is payback for those donations.  

One of the sectors that has some element of labour hire firms engaged in it is the poultry industry 
and in particular the poultry meat processing industry. It was disappointing to see the news in the media 
last week that there will be several hundred job losses in Ipswich at a poultry processing plant as a 
result of a decision by the poultry processor Baiada to withdraw from Queensland. It is un-Australian 
that the decision was made without notice to poultry growers, several of whom are in my region. It was 
reported to me that growers found out by email on Monday morning last week that their contracts were 
being terminated as of January next year.  

Ms Grace: Relevance!  

Mr KRAUSE: I hear the minister call relevance. This is relevant because jobs are being lost in 
Ipswich in the factories and in the agricultural sector in the Scenic Rim as a result of this decision. It 
was made without notice. It is great to see that the Scenic Rim mayor is giving his support to poultry 
farmers in the Scenic Rim affected by Baiada’s decision. I table an article from the local paper in relation 
to that. 
Tabled paper: Article from the Beaudesert Times, dated 6 September 2017, titled ‘Mayor criticises Baiada Ipswich plant closure’ 
[1589]. 

Ms GRACE: I rise to a point of order. I know the member for Beaudesert has concerns about jobs 
being lost in his area, but it has no relevance whatsoever to the long title of this bill. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would remind the member to be relevant to the long title of the 
bill.  

Mr KRAUSE: The minister may not be aware, but I am sure there are poultry farms and elements 
of the poultry processing industry that use labour hire firms, so it is terribly relevant. We know that the 
minister misses the point on a lot of employment issues. She has been quoted as saying that youth 
unemployment is an issue that cannot be dealt with because it has always been with us. We have 
significant youth unemployment issues in our region and we know that she cannot do anything about it. 
If she is going to have that attitude about youth unemployment then I am sure we know that the intent 
of this bill is completely corrupt. It is only for the unions. The minister does not really care about jobs in 
our region and jobs across the state because her comments about youth unemployment lay bare her 
attitude towards dealing with that issue.  

Poultry farms in the Scenic Rim contribute significantly to the local economy, especially through 
contractors and suppliers. They are a massive driver for the spending of cash in our local economy. I 
welcome the mayor’s support for the ongoing profitability of our poultry farmers. I call on the state to 
provide whatever support it can for workers in Ipswich who are affected by this callous decision and 
also farmers affected by this and in particular to see if QRIDA can extend financial support for affected 
poultry farmers.  

We are opposing this bill. It is nothing more than a sap to the union movement. It is only supported 
by the unions. It will have a terrible impact on the agricultural sector across the state but in particular 
large agricultural producers in my region. All members, especially those on the crossbench who purport 
to represent regional and rural communities, should be voting this bill down. 
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