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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Racing Industry  

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.10 pm): The incompetence of this government in dealing 
with the racing industry goes on and on. The list of failures is damning, and this government has 
destroyed confidence in the racing industry in this state, across all codes and all parts of Queensland. 
It started in 2015 when the government used the live baiting issues in the greyhound code as an excuse 
for the political sacking of the entire board of Racing Queensland and each of the code boards as well.  

That was nothing short of a political witch-hunt, and confidence in racing was sent spiralling as a 
result of the political malice shown towards the board of the time. The minister at the time, the member 
for Rockhampton, showed little interest in a portfolio that contributes so much to Queensland’s 
economy, especially in rural and regional areas. Now we have the minister, the member for Brisbane 
Central, running around the state presenting trophies at race meets and yet failing dismally to inspire 
confidence in racing.  

As the Courier-Mail recently pointed out, the arrogance of the minister is not helping racing in this 
state. This article from the Courier-Mail on 14 August 2017 titled ‘Arrogance isn’t helping racing’— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Crawford): Member for Beaudesert, we do not use props. Are you 
tabling that article?  

Mr KRAUSE: I table that article. 
Tabled paper: Article from the Courier Mail, dated 14 August 2017, titled ‘Arrogance isn’t helping racing’ [1561]. 

This comes on the back of the minister being quoted as saying— 
I reckon I am probably one of the best racing ministers they (the racing industry) have ever seen in recent times.  

That is not what I hear as I move around the state talking to race clubs, trainers, owners and 
breeders. They bemoan the fact that the government has devastated confidence in their industry, 
appointed an administration that is struggling to find its feet and failed to deliver an infrastructure plan 
despite promising to do so a couple of years ago. We on this side delivered infrastructure in spades for 
our racing industry and set the industry on course for a brighter future, with increased prize money and 
confidence for growth.  

Now, that has been shattered by a government that cannot help itself but to politicise racing. Now 
we have a minister who calls herself the greatest. I have some news for the minister. She is certainly 
not the greatest, although she may well say, ‘I am the greatest,’ just like Muhammad Ali said that he 
was the greatest all those years ago. ‘I am the greatest,’ is what the Minister for Racing says. I table 
that photograph.  
Tabled paper: Photograph, annotated, depicting boxer Muhammad Ali [1562]. 
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Perhaps it is a bit more like this photograph which has another quote from the greatest, 
Muhammad Ali, who said, ‘I am the greatest. I said that even before I knew I was.’ I table that 
photograph. 
Tabled paper: Photograph, annotated, depicting boxer Muhammad Ali [1563]. 

I think that is what the Minister for Racing is saying as well. She knew she was the greatest before 
she even said she was. That is not what the racing industry says. This government and this minister 
are hopeless in governing the racing industry for this state.  

I have news for the minister. The industry disagrees—she is not the greatest and she is certainly 
not one of the best racing ministers they have seen in recent times. They have seen the mishaps she 
has overseen in putting in place QRIC and allowing the appointment of the very person who oversaw 
live baiting in the greyhound industry as the chief integrity officer. They have overseen how the minister 
oversaw the commissioner of QRIC, Mr Barnett, go through nine months of investigating this person 
before he was finally sacked last month, apparently after he was never formally appointed, despite the 
glowing press release that QRIC put out late last year about the appointment of Mr Dart to that role.  

The industry has seen time after time race clubs done over by the actions of RQ in managing 
their insurance, where premiums are through the roof, threatening the viability of many clubs. There is 
underinsurance of assets and underinsurance of business interruption matters. RQ could not even send 
them the insurance policies that they are meant to be covered by under the umbrella policy being 
managed by RQ. This has all happened on this government’s watch and this minister’s watch. It is a 
debacle.  

The industry has seen QR bungle the tendering of repairs to the Townsville Turf Club, where 
mysteriously contractors not awarded the tender showed up on course before the tender was closed 
and dumped tonnes of sand there, apparently thinking they were getting the job. Apparently someone 
was sacked at RQ for allowing this to happen, but the question remains—what type of system is in 
place that allows these things to happen?  

We have the Albion Park sale fiasco. Yes, the minister endorsed RQ’s plans to sell off Albion 
Park. So much for no asset sales under this government! Nearly $1 million has been— 

Ms GRACE: I rise to a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker. The member is clearly misleading the 
House. I take offence and I ask that he withdraw that statement which is incorrect. I take offence and I 
ask that he withdraw the statement that I have endorsed the sale of Albion Park. That is misleading the 
House and I take offence. I ask that he withdraw.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, we are not debating the issue. Member for Beaudesert, the 
minister has said that she takes offence. Will you withdraw?  

Mr KRAUSE: I withdraw. Nearly $1 million has been squandered on the Albion Park sale 
process—money that could have been invested in country racing by this government and by RQ. We 
need to see a stop to this saga. I call on the minister to pull RQ into line, stop the asset sale of Albion 
Park, consult with all codes using Albion Park—both the greyhounds and the trots—and come up with 
a long-term plan that is in the interests of the whole community, both inside and outside of racing.  

We have seen country clubs put through the wringer of increasing paperwork and bureaucratic 
compliance. This minister and this government have destroyed confidence in racing in Queensland and 
they cannot wait for them to be replaced. 
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