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ADJOURNMENT 

Willowbank, Cunningham Highway; Dart, Mr J  

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (10.42 pm): I bring to the attention of parliament the need to 
make improvements to the Cunningham Highway around Willowbank. This highway, part of the National 
Highway network, is a major freight route with continually increasing traffic, added to by the rapid growth 
in defence personnel working at the Amberley airbase. The line of cars up Southern Amberley Road 
from the RAAF base at knock-off time, mainly turning left onto Rosewood-Amberley Road to then turn 
onto the Cunningham Highway, is getting out of control.  

I know that the federal government is working, through Infrastructure Australia, on plans to 
upgrade a section of the highway from Yamanto to Ebenezer. The Queensland government needs to 
work quickly to get costings and plans completed to upgrade this highway. For residents of Willowbank, 
Mutdapilly, Ebenezer and Mount Forbes, the places closest to this intersection, and all of the places 
down the Cunningham Highway, it is clear that improvements are needed—two lanes each way and 
improved intersections—to deal with the pressure of the growth at Amberley airbase and the residential 
growth at Walloon, Thagoona and Rosewood in the electorate of Ipswich West.  

The Labor government here in Queensland needs to do the costings and plans so that the federal 
government has a project to pay for. The progress seems to be painfully slow. I am happy to take up 
this fight on behalf of residents, just like the member for Lockyer, Ian Rickuss, has been doing while he 
has been representing these communities. 

Following an inquiry from a resident, I recently asked TMR to install overhead lights on the 
Cunningham Highway near the Matilda at Willowbank. I am pleased to say that we have received word 
that this will be done—a move that will improve safety on this section of road.  

The LNP has announced that in government we will review speed limits on many of our roads. I 
am keen to hear from residents about speed limits in the area so I can go into bat for their views. I know 
that some people think that the limits should be higher and some people think they should be lower. 
The key is to let us know which roads should be reviewed and whether the limit should go up or down. 
The LNP policy will provide an avenue for this review to take place. I urge all residents in this region to 
let me know which roads should be reviewed.  

In news which has come to light in the last couple of hours in relation to the racing industry, I note 
that the chief steward at the Queensland Racing Integrity Commission, Jamie Dart, has been sacked 
from his position, finally, after he was stood down without pay over nine months ago. We saw a farcical, 
tumultuous process where he was stood down on full pay for nine months. We always had concerns 
about his appointment as the chief steward in Queensland because he was the director of integrity in 
the greyhound industry when the live baiting issues examined in 2015 came to light. It is an appointment 
that should never have been made. There were serious concerns about it in the industry. I note the 
Courier-Mail article states that ‘high ranking racing steward Jamie Dart was sacked after a 10-month 
investigation into complaints of sexual harassment made by a number of female co-workers’.  

(Time expired) 
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