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CORRECTIVE SERVICES (NO BODY, NO PAROLE) AMENDMENT BILL 
 
Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (5.12 pm): I will make a short contribution to the debate on this 

bill. Much of what has been said so far I concur with. I want to turn directly to the submission from 
Ms Fiona Splitt in support of the bill. The member for Currumbin has just outlined much of her 
submission in support of the bill. The element that I think Ms Splitt is seeking to have incorporated into 
the parole system as best as possible is the intangible measure of closure for people who are victims 
of crime or people who have family members who are victims of crime and lack the ability to bring their 
loved ones home, bury them and say a proper goodbye.  

I have never been through such an experience and I hope that I never have to. I regret that so 
many people in our society go through that experience. I am glad that this bill has the support of both 
sides of this House and will pass tonight. I urge members to support the amendments that will be moved 
to the bill.  

There were some reservations expressed by the Law Society, the Council for Civil Liberties and 
the Bar Association. In particular, I want to address one of them—that is, the concerns raised about 
wrongful convictions. This is where a person is wrongfully convicted of a crime involving a homicide or 
an unlawful killing and therefore is not able to cooperate with parole authorities in relation to the location 
of the victim.  

In the public hearing it was stated by, I think, Mr Potts, the former president of the Queensland 
Law Society, that the failure rate for wrongful convictions in our justice system is approximately three per 
cent. The risk of a wrongful conviction in all of the circumstances is around three per cent. That is a 
very low risk. That deals with convictions of all types. The number dealing with unlawful killings would 
be very small indeed. It was conceded it was a very low risk of there being an inability to cooperate on 
the part of a wrongfully convicted killer. At the baseline level the numbers are very low. It was identified 
as a risk, but on the whole the benefit in having this provision put in to give closure to families of victims 
was well received. That is why the provision is being supported.  

This came about through a petition process in 2015 and then a review of the parole system that 
was undertaken by Mr Sofronoff QC, as he then was, last year. I am proud that my party, the LNP, has 
been leading the way on this.  

The member for Pine Rivers made some comments that it is lovely to have a report that does not 
have a statement of reservation contained in it. All I can say to that comment is that although we did 
not make a statement of reservation it does not mean that we do not have reservations about the 
members opposite. If the government continued to bring more initiatives into this House that are actually 
LNP policy we would have fewer reports that have statements of reservation.  
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It is a pleasure to be able to support this bill and bring that element of completion to the justice 
system. It is a shame, as the member for Currumbin said previously, that the provisions were not 
enacted back in May when the amendments were introduced by the member for Everton. We could 
have dealt with this at that time. I am not aware whether there has been any practical impact in the 
parole system as a result of those amendments not passing at that time, but it is great to be able to 
support the bill. Hopefully, the amendments proposed by the member for Mansfield will be passed this 
evening. 
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