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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL; REVENUE 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (10.25 pm): This budget is a con on all Queenslanders. It 
budgets for less jobs. It budgets for an $81 billion debt and deficits as far as the eye can see. It budgets 
for higher taxes, now and into the future. This budget is bad for the Queensland economy and a 
millstone around the neck of the next generation. The Labor government’s third budget delivers precious 
little for the Beaudesert electorate, but I will talk more about that shortly. First, I will address some 
matters in relation to the areas of tourism, sport and racing.  

Queensland continues to fall behind New South Wales and Victoria when it comes to the 
performance of our tourism sector. While record numbers of tourists visit our great country as a whole, 
Queensland’s slice of the tourist pie is shrinking. It is shrinking because we have a do-nothing Labor 
government that does not have a plan to capitalise on the tourism boom. That was borne out with the 
recent release of Tourism Research Australia data on international visitor numbers for the first quarter 
of 2017. Nationally, visitor numbers grew by 9.2 per cent, visitor nights grew by 5.4 per cent and 
expenditure grew by five per cent. In Queensland, those figures are much lower. In fact, the amount 
international tourists were spending in Queensland fell by four per cent, which was the worst fall in the 
nation. Queensland is slipping to the back of the pack when it comes to tourism. In Tropical North 
Queensland around Cairns, there was a $9 million fall in visitor spending; in the Mackay region, there 
was a $2 million fall in visitor spending and a 20 per cent fall in visitor nights; in the Bundaberg region, 
there was an 8.8 per cent fall in visitor nights; and on the Sunshine Coast, there was a 3.9 per cent fall 
in visitor nights. Queensland tourism is slipping even further behind New South Wales and Victoria 
under this do-nothing government.  

Families and tourism businesses, the majority of which are small businesses, are paying more 
through higher taxes and costs such as electricity. Renewal in tourism assets, infrastructure and 
attractions is simply not happening. Wherever I go across Queensland, the feedback is clear: we need 
investment in new accommodation and new attractions to keep tourists at destinations for longer, so 
that they spend more and more can be accommodated. To do that, we need a government that 
encourages investment in our tourism industry. That is simply something that this government cannot 
deliver.  

Investment requires certainty, especially certainty that government will get on board with 
investments, not get in the way. That is a matter of attitude. For as long as it has existed, the Australian 
Labor Party has had the wrong attitude towards private investment and business. On this side we know 
we need to encourage private investment to facilitate growth and ensure that investors can be dealt 
with fairly and quickly in the process, otherwise they simply take their dollars and go home.  
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Labor scrapped a number of initiatives, such as the red-tape-reduction target for tourism and the 
growth targets put in place through DestinationQ. Labor watered down our tough criminal gang laws, 
inviting bikies back to the coast and risking the Gold Coast’s reputation as a safe destination, despite 
the protests of all tourism chiefs. The uncertainty and flip-flopping over lockout laws has damaged the 
pub, club and entertainment sectors that play such a crucial role— 

Honourable members interjected.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! Member for Mudgeeraba and minister, I ask 
you to desist from having a conversation across the chamber. Member for Mudgeeraba, you have been 
contributing significantly to the volume of conversation in this House. I ask you to please take note of 
that.  

Mr KRAUSE: The LNP will quarantine a casino licence for northern Queensland to help secure 
more investment in the north. We started the Attracting Aviation Fund to attract more direct flights to 
Queensland and it has been fully committed by this government, but members should not forget the 
fact that the government presided over Cairns’ loss of direct flights from China after the LNP secured 
them in our term in office. While the Premier and minister stood in Brisbane and congratulated China 
Eastern for flying into Brisbane, they knew it was the far north that was going to lose from that deal. 
Businesses around Cairns immediately suffered and they continue to suffer. The people of Cairns have 
not forgotten and they are still feeling the effects of this. In fact, when I talked to some of the operators 
up there in the last couple of weeks, they told me that they have had two of the worst weeks for this 
time of year in the last 10 years. It really is a tough time for part of the tourism sector in the far north.  

When it comes to cashing in on the booming cruise ship industry, the Labor government has 
wasted two years by dithering about how to deal with dredging in Trinity Inlet so that larger ships can 
visit Cairns and bring more of those dollars off the cruise ships. The LNP had things ready to go, but 
two years ago the Labor Party scrapped the funding in their first budget and now they are panicking 
and putting it back. But they are not putting it back immediately: it is only next year. When it comes to 
tourism, Labor is all talk and no action.  

In relation to racing, there is nothing in this budget that will lift the pall of uncertainty and lack of 
confidence in this government and Racing Queensland. I know that spending commitments are being 
made up and down the state to make minor investments in racing clubs, and no club and no community 
will reject that, especially after there was a 2½ year freeze on infrastructure, but what we need to know 
is what is the plan and where is the plan? This government and Racing Queensland said they would 
deliver an infrastructure plan to ensure the future of the industry. No such plan has been delivered—or 
at least not delivered and articulated—by this government. We only see money being splashed around 
with no discernible strategy. More importantly, there is no plan from this government or RQ to ensure 
that racing survives and flourishes in Queensland.  

Like the economy, growth in racing requires confidence, and confidence in this industry was 
shattered by the Labor government. It was shattered two years ago as a result of its capricious, 
politics-driven decision to sack the entire RQ board when issues arose in the greyhound code. They 
have still failed to take the bit between the teeth in recent times, when RQ and the minister were 
extremely slow in reacting to the unfolding issues with the Eagle Farm racetrack. Where was Racing 
Queensland in relation to getting on top of this issue early in the piece? Eagle Farm is the showpiece 
of Queensland racing, yet it seems that cuts to the maintenance budget for the new track, which were 
forced through by RQ in the early days of the Labor government, may well have contributed to the 
debacle we are now seeing at Eagle Farm. The LNP left the racing industry confident, with a big future 
and with growth in the years ahead. This government will stand condemned by the racing industry for 
shattering that confidence and failing dismally to rebuild it.  

In relation to the sport portfolio I want to make a couple of comments about certain aspects of 
the budget. I note that there were announcements made in relation to providing increased funding of 
$20.6 million over four years from 2017-18 to support Stadiums Queensland and enhance management 
of the state’s premier sporting facilities.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! There are too many conversations and 
mutterings occurring down the chamber and across the chamber. It is quite difficult to hear the member. 
Every member has the right to be heard. Could I please ask members to keep their conversation to a 
minimum and not stand in the aisles having conversations, because it is contributing to a general 
increase in volume in the chamber.  

Mr KRAUSE: I was talking about the $20.6 million over four years for Stadiums Queensland. I 
look forward to hearing more detail from the minister about where that funding is being directed. I note 
there is also a commitment of $64.3 million across a variety of funding programs focused around 
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individual participation, local club and organisation capacity development and development of sport and 
recreation places. I imagine that would include the Get in the Game initiative. That was a successful 
initiative that was introduced by the former government, and it has continued to be built on during this 
parliament. I also note the allocation of $15 million over two years from 2017-18 to deliver 
female-friendly change facilities and the commitment to continue to deliver on recommendations from 
the Start Playing, Stay Playing report to promote and encourage women and girls to participate in sport 
and active recreation. A lot of the consultation that I have done in this role, particularly in the sports of 
women’s cricket and football, relates to the issue of promoting the participation of girls and women in 
sport. Having facilities for them has been a constant issue, and it is good to see those initiatives in the 
budget. We look forward to exploring further how those funds will be implemented and spent.  

In relation to partnering with the Department of Education and Training to increase community 
use of schools for sport and recreation, I can only say that I think that is a good idea. If it had not been 
done in the past to the maximum extent possible, that was a misuse of public assets. We should be 
using schools and other public facilities as much as possible for the greater community use. Get in the 
Game was a terrific initiative of the LNP, and I am thrilled to see that it is still being continued by this 
government because it has certainly been taken to the community’s heart. There are $150 vouchers to 
help people get into club sport and infrastructure funding of $100,000 or $1.5 million for larger projects. 

I will now refer to this budget’s implications for the Beaudesert electorate. This budget sends 
Queensland back onto the dark path of debt, deficit and higher taxes. Debt is going up to $81 billion, 
there are deficits from 2018-19 onwards, car registration hikes of 3.5 per cent and Public Service wages 
are rising six per cent. We see the Labor government gouging additional profits of $700 million from 
state owned power stations, and this is something that we all pay for on our power bills. This is why we 
are seeing massive increases in the cost of power for businesses like AJ Bush and Gelita around 
Beaudesert. These businesses are major employers, and when we see rapid, huge increases in the 
cost of power it places at risk the ability of these businesses to keep growing and employing the dozens 
of people that they do. Not only that, but it places at risk our farming businesses who rely so heavily on 
electricity to irrigate. They do not know when it will rain. They need cheaper, reliable power to keep 
growing the food and fibre that contribute so much to our state and, more importantly, to so many jobs 
for our local families and communities.  

This budget is a con on the users of the Mount Lindesay Highway. The government is spruiking 
a $20 million spend on the highway, saying that work will commence in 2018. In fact, this allocation is 
not available until 2019-20, and even then it will be allocated to upgrade around one kilometre of road. 
Last night the member for Logan claimed that he had delivered $85 million of investment in the Mount 
Lindesay Highway—10 times more than was delivered under the tenure of the former government. I 
know that some members opposite have trouble dealing with numbers, but clearly if the member for 
Logan had looked up his history properly he would have seen that in 2014 the LNP budgeted and 
delivered and allocated at least $25 million for the Beaudesert Town Bypass project, which was an 
allocation to the Mount Lindesay Highway. That is clearly more than $8.5 million, which would be 10 per 
cent of his $85 million figure. I do not know where the member for Logan is getting these figures from 
or how he is working out how much he delivered and how much we delivered, but he is clearly on the 
wrong path with that statement. More importantly, where are the plans for an overall upgrade of the 
road? What has the government been doing to plan for this in the past two years and four months? I 
think very clearly the answer is: nothing.  

The federal government has done all of the heavy lifting on this highway, recently committing 
$16 million. You could tell that this caught the state on the hop, because they had no idea what to do 
with the money. First of all, they said they would put the plans out for consultation for 18 months to 
decide what to do. Since then we have heard talk about intersection upgrades at North McLean, but the 
community is still waiting to see what real improvements will be made to the highway in the future.  

After a long fight from the whole community the LNP restored maternity and other procedural 
services at Beaudesert Hospital while in government because former Labor governments took them 
away. Over 600 babies have now been born at Beaudesert Hospital since these services resumed in 
February 2014, and I thank the member for Southern Downs for his advocacy in getting that service 
re-established. Our community is stronger for mums having the ability to give birth close to home and 
for dads and families being able to visit more easily. It is only right that people can have minor operations 
and procedures performed in Beaudesert, which avoids the need for extensive—and in some cases 
expensive—travel to other hospitals. There is nothing new in this budget for the Beaudesert Hospital. I 
sought from the Minister for Health an allocation to expand services—something the local HHS has 
previously considered doing. Strong residential growth requires ongoing investment, and I will continue 
to fight for that at Beaudesert Hospital.  
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The LNP in office also brought 24-hour policing to Beaudesert after the community struggled for 
years to have their voice heard about the lack of police resources. It was a great improvement to have 
more police in the region—part of the LNP’s work to have 1,100 new officers employed over four years. 
I have consistently made representations to ensure that the upgrade of Beaudesert Police Station is on 
the agenda of the Queensland Police Service. It now acknowledges the need for this upgrade. In fact, 
it was on the agenda some 10 or 12 years ago when, as I am told by people in the community, former 
local members were assured it would be upgraded—but the funding never came.  

The station was built in 1980, designed for four or five officers. It now has 20 or more. They bump 
into each other. There is not enough space to house all of the equipment. Watch house facilities are 
completely outdated. We need it upgraded. The budget allocates $100,000 in 2017-18, presumably for 
design work that I would have thought was already done in the past two years. The larger chunk of 
funding to complete the upgrade is allocated in 2018-19. I am pleased to see this in the budget but I am 
wary that, just like in the past, this funding in 2018-19 will disappear into the ether if the Labor 
government is re-elected. It has happened before. It should not happen again. Just as I have done since 
being elected, I will keep up the fight to get our fair share of resources for policing. Despite all of the 
spending, there is no new police vehicle for Tamborine Mountain and Canungra, where 16 officers have 
two vehicles and one on loan from the district. It is not good enough.  

The Rathdowney community will continue to be exposed to fire risks as a result of this do-nothing 
government’s dithering on the construction of a new fire station. The LNP funded this in 2014 because 
hardworking, dedicated volunteers in the rural fire brigade and auxiliary firefighters need a better facility 
to work from. Since Labor came to office it has stalled, although the former minister, the member for 
Rockhampton, said in estimates last year that construction would start in early 2017. I called on the new 
minister to bring it forward after he said it would now be the 2019-20 financial year before Rathdowney 
sees a new station. Over five years to build a fire station is simply outrageous and, sadly, the budget 
locks in this do-nothing approach. Rathdowney and surrounding areas are at risk because of it. The 
wait for a new fire shed at Rathdowney goes on under Labor.  

Beaudesert State High School is a large school. That is why I have been asking the government 
to look at ways to expand its footprint by acquiring additional land and to spend a few dollars to improve 
traffic flows around the school. There is nothing in the budget for this. The government is crowing about 
building new high schools in the middle of Brisbane, but there is no shortage of choice of schools in 
Brisbane. That funding is nothing but pure political pork-barrelling.  

While Brisbane might get two more high schools, our region is forgotten. Many parents have 
contacted me about the safety of children crossing the road outside the high school. I have taken this 
up on a number of occasions with the Department of Transport and Main Roads, as has the school 
community. I welcome news that safety upgrades outside the school—probably pedestrian crossing 
lights—are being considered; however, there is more to be done. I will keep fighting for investment in 
all of the schools across our region.  

I see also that Transport and Main Roads will be undertaking further planning work ahead of a 
Commonwealth-state jointly funded upgrade of the Amberley interchange on the Cunningham Highway. 
This is important work and a significant issue for the residents of Willowbank, Ebenezer and beyond 
who every day deal with huge congestion issues as a result of the growth of the Amberley air base, 
growth that is expected to continue. I know that the member for Lockyer has been working on this for 
some time now, supported by local government representative Councillor David Pahlke. With the 
change in electoral boundaries this area will be in the Scenic Rim electorate, and I will be standing for 
election in Scenic Rim. In fact, I was out there a couple of times last week, doorknocking in Willowbank 
and speaking to residents in other areas. It is very close to where I grew up, at Marburg. I went to school 
in Marburg and Ipswich. I want to assure residents in those areas that this issue is top of my mind and 
I will be doing all I can to ensure federal and state governments put funding in to upgrade the 
interchange.  

This budget and this Labor government in general fail our region on so many fronts. There seems 
to be no recurrent funding for all of the services of the Beaudesert and Boonah government agencies. 
There is nothing new for the hospitals. There is no investment in the schools—not one dollar from the 
$200 million announced a few months ago. There is no plan for the Mount Lindesay Highway. The 
energy plans of this government will send prices through the roof, again hurting families, farmers and 
small businesses. Work to improve the crossing at Coulson on the Beaudesert Boonah Road is still not 
funded. The government plans to bring back draconian vegetation management laws that will hurt all 
landholders and their ability to manage their land.  
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As a state we need to live within our means. The path of record debt, deficit and higher taxes 
that will always come with it will strangle our economy. Our families cannot afford that. Our farmers 
cannot afford that. The people of my region are hardworking people, but they feel as though they are 
constantly undercut by government.  

I will always stand for responsible government spending and budgeting. Just like households, we 
need to balance the budget. This government simply cannot do it. Debt and deficit are in their DNA. 
They are addicted to spending and to putting people on the public payroll while everybody else pays. 
This budget is a con. It pork-barrels in Labor electorates. It shows that spending now and into the future 
will continue to grow at a rate way above the rate of population growth. Under Labor we are going to 
see Queensland’s debt reach a level never seen before. Sadly, Queensland is back exactly where it 
was with the Bligh government—a do-nothing government, with spending out of control, and a 
government that is a drag on the economy. When people look back on this budget in the years to come, 
after the raids on superannuation last year, they will see it not as a plan for the future of Queensland 
but only a plan to try and fool the people of Queensland with short-term spending hits. I am not fooled 
and the people of Queensland will not be, either.  

(Time expired) 

 


