
  

 

Di_Farmer-Bulimba-20170228-949380991969.docx Page 1 of 2 

 

MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Queensland Building Plan 

Ms FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (12.51 pm): I do not imagine that a member of parliament in this 
House has not had at least one subcontractor sit across the desk from them in desperate circumstances 
because they have not been paid for a job. If they are lucky they will get paid eventually; if they are 
unlucky they will never, ever get paid. As a member of parliament I have sat and listened to those 
stories and felt completely anguished for those people and completely frustrated that there is nothing 
in law that I can do to help them. I hear those good, hardworking people from my electorate tell of 
recurring nightmares from the worry of mounting debts. I hear of the stress putting just too much strain 
on their marriages or, worse, of people taking their own lives because they just could not find their way 
clear of dealing with the financial ruin. We are talking about injustice—plain and simple. 

The Palaszczuk government is about many things. We are about creating jobs, about restoring 
front-line services, about providing stability to Queenslanders, about listening and about many other 
things but also about righting wrongs. That is why I am so pleased about the Queensland Building Plan, 
which the Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for Sport has developed and is personally 
championing across the state because we need to fix what is happening to subcontractors. We need to 
make sure they get paid on time and in full, and that is what this plan proposes.  

The plan is about many other things, too, and last Friday I was delighted to see so many people 
from my electorate and the electorates of the members for Greenslopes and Lytton—it was wonderful 
to see them both there as I know both of them have a personal commitment to addressing these 
issues—at the consultation on the new Queensland Building Plan which we were privileged to host at 
our local Colmslie Hotel. The plan proposes wideranging historic reforms to the building and 
construction industry in this state, and the consultation schedule that has been put in place by the 
minister—the minister is attending every single one of the consultation events—means that people in 
my local patch and across the state are both informed about what is being proposed and able to have 
a say, able to help us make sure we get things right. 

I went out of my way to make sure that every single person I could think of received an invitation 
from me to this consultation—subcontractors, architects, designers, planners, builders, people 
interested in preserving the heritage and sustainability of our buildings, people concerned about our 
buildings reflecting appropriate support for people with disabilities, those interested in the future of our 
environment, home owners, mums and dads who are thinking of building. You name it and they were 
invited, and they came in their droves. That breadth of interest really tells the story of just how far 
reaching this plan is. It touches so many people. 

It touches the people of Power Street in Norman Park and surrounds who one day late last year 
found—without warning—that two character houses in their neighbourhood had been demolished and 
consequently that the loopholes around certification in this state are big enough to drive a truck through. 
I thank the minister so much for meeting with Power Street residents as we work through the ways in 

   

 

 

Speech By 

Di Farmer 

MEMBER FOR BULIMBA 

Record of Proceedings, 28 February 2017 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170228_125142
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170228_125142


  

 

Di_Farmer-Bulimba-20170228-949380991969.docx Page 2 of 2 

 

which things like this can be prevented from ever happening again. The plan touches Wendy, who as 
an architect has a vital interest in the good and responsible design of our buildings but as a sufferer of 
multiple sclerosis has an equally vital interest in our buildings being accessible to and supportive of 
people with disabilities. I thank her for the many conversations we have had as she has educated me 
in the way governments should be thinking of these issues. 

It touches David and Mary-Lou, who have a lifelong commitment to sustainability and whose work 
is based on providing businesses and consumers world-wide with the means to assess the sustainability 
of their products and make responsible decisions. It covers licensing, the Home Warranty Scheme, 
plumbing and drainage, the Queensland Housing Code, nonconforming building products and liveable 
housing design. The home page of the plan’s website could not say it any better. It states— 

Every day, tens of thousands of men and women across Queensland start and finish their day contributing to our State through 
their work in the building and construction industry.  

They don’t just build houses or apartments or office blocks, they build the communities in which we live and work ...  

Queensland needs a plan that acknowledges that impact and sets the long-term strategic direction for building and construction 
in the State. A plan that guides changes to policy and legislation so we can have a safer, fairer, and more sustainable industry 
that creates job opportunities and economic growth.  

We need a plan that will foster a confident and successful building sector where businesses benefit from better processes, are 
paid on time and take pride in their high quality work. And we need a plan that enhances consumer confidence in the industry, 
ensures the right person and materials for the job, and drives innovative, liveable and sustainable design.  

That is what this is about and that is what this government is about. I congratulate the many 
people, including the hardworking public servants, who have been responsible for putting this plan 
together and most of all the minister, whose personal passion for driving this reform is remarkable. 

 


