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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (11.02 pm): A couple of weeks ago I was driving up Tamborine 
Mountain Road from Canungra and I actually passed the member for Sunnybank driving down the road. 

Mr Russo: I was lost! 

Mr KRAUSE: I had not even got to that yet, but I take that interjection. I passed the member for 
Sunnybank driving down Tamborine Mountain Road towards Canungra. I saw the red sign on the side 
of his car and I thought, ‘What’s he doing here?’ As it turned out, I was going to say that he was taking 
the scenic route to O’Reilly’s. A number of other members may have taken the scenic route to O’Reilly’s 
as well. The whole Scenic Rim local area is a very scenic route and I encourage all members opposite 
to visit O’Reilly’s again, and I know you probably had a very good time on your little love-in up there 
recently. I do not know if members opposite knew that it was in the Beaudesert electorate, but I belatedly 
welcome you all to O’Reilly’s. In fact, in about two weeks time it is the 100th anniversary of the 
proclamation of Lamington National Park, so it would be a good excuse to visit again. Unfortunately I 
was not given an invitation to welcome you all to the Beaudesert electorate a couple of weeks ago. I 
would have really welcomed that opportunity, but it was not to be.  

Another event held recently in the Scenic Rim was Eat Local Week, which included Lamington 
National Park. Tourism and Events Queensland funded Eat Local Week to the tune of about $20,000 
from last year’s budget. I encourage the Minister for Tourism to provide some funding for that event 
next year as well because it is a fantastic event for the region to encourage the local tourism industry 
and to encourage people to be more aware of what is really in our backyard in South-East Queensland. 

I agree with one thing that the Premier and Treasurer have said in relation to this budget: this 
truly is a Labor budget. It has taken a little while since the election, but with this budget a line is drawn 
in the sand. The people of Queensland can now see how this government is going to govern. As you 
peel back the layers—peel back the spin—applied to the tricky manoeuvres deployed by the Treasurer, 
we see that this budget is really made up of Labor’s DNA: more debt, higher power prices and little, if 
anything, for businesses in our community that create jobs for Queenslanders. This budget is bad for 
growth. It is bad for jobs. Indeed, the budget papers predict that, despite millions of dollars being thrown 
at employment programs, unemployment will stay at 6.5 per cent. Nineteen new bureaucracies are 
being created and dozens of reviews being undertaken, but Labor’s own budget predicts unemployment 
will stay at 6.5 per cent.  

The shiftiness of this budget starts with the shifting of $4 billion worth of debt from the government 
to the books of the GOCs, including Energex, Ergon and Powerlink. I know the Treasurer thinks that 
GOC debt is not actually government debt, but the ratings agencies do. They look at Queensland’s 
credit as a whole and they are not impressed. Under this government, Queensland will never recover 
its AAA credit rating—a rating that was very carelessly surrendered by Anna Bligh and Andrew Fraser 
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when they went on a spending binge in the last term of the last Labor government when government 
expenses went up by around nine per cent on average per year each year. 

I can tell members who else will know that GOC debt is real debt, and that is every Queenslander 
who pays an electricity bill. The extra debt loaded into Energex, Ergon and Powerlink will put upward 
pressure on power prices. This is madness after the past 10 years of power price hikes brought about 
by the shocking policy decisions of Peter Beattie back in 2005-06 and the deliberate gouging of 
Queenslanders by Andrew Fraser in 2009 when he penned a letter asking for Energex and Ergon to be 
permitted by the regulator to charge consumers more. It is madness that Labor is doing it again. It is 
unbelievable, but its actions are pushing up power prices again after three years of an LNP 
administration that battled to bring them under control. But it is not just this extra burden of debt that will 
force up power prices. This government, asleep at the wheel, is overseeing Energex and Ergon going 
back to the regulator to seek approval for even more money to be charged to consumers. About half of 
an average power bill is made up of Energex or Ergon and Powerlink charges. In April the Australian 
Energy Regulator made a preliminary decision to reduce the amount that Energex, Ergon and Powerlink 
can charge by about one-quarter—about 25 per cent—meaning lower power prices for everybody. As 
a result, the average household’s power bill will decrease slightly in 2015-16 according to that 
preliminary decision and small business accounts will also go down—not by a huge amount but clearly 
the work that the LNP did in bringing about cost control to Energex, Ergon and Powerlink to ensure that 
they were operating efficiently paid off and some relief for consumers was at hand. 

But this is all at risk because Energex and Ergon want more revenue. They want more revenue 
and this means more price hikes for Queenslanders. I call on the government and the Minister for 
Energy and Water Supply to put a stop to this, to direct Energex and Ergon to withdraw their submission 
which was lodged with the Australian Energy Regulator on 3 July—a submission which asked for 
permission from the regulator to charge Queenslanders more—and for the government to recognise 
that enough is enough. It is reflective of the arrogance already seeping into the government that it would 
allow the GOCs—Energex, Ergon and Powerlink—to tax Queenslanders more through higher electricity 
prices. It is a drain on our economy, it is an impediment to growth and jobs which those opposite talk 
so much about and it is also, in some cases, the viability of an entire sector that is being put at risk, 
including the agricultural sector which represents much of my electorate. The member for Burnett and 
I have had many discussions about the impact of high power prices that have gone up so much over 
the last few years and their impact on canegrowers and on other agricultural sectors. 

So with higher power prices, more debt and drains on our economy, this really is a true Labor 
budget. This year, the Public Service is expected to grow by about 3,000 jobs and by a further 10,000 
by 2018. Where is the funding for those jobs coming from? Not only has Labor increased car registration 
by more than twice the rate of inflation but also it has now raided funding set aside for the long service 
leave entitlements and superannuation entitlements of public servants. I note that Alex Scott from the 
Together union was none too happy with some elements of this budget. I dare say that this is one 
aspect that he is not happy about, along with the suggestion that state assets might be sold to QIC, like 
Queensland Motorways was back in 2011 when it was sneakily off-loaded by the Bligh government. An 
amount of $5.4 billion, set aside for long service leave and super payments, has been raided, but only 
$2.6 billion will be used to pay down debt. In any case, under Labor debt will continue to rise.  

I also see today that the Treasurer has announced changes to workers compensation laws. No 
doubt, these changes will send WorkCover premiums up again. Under reforms introduced by the LNP 
government, WorkCover premiums decreased by on average 17 per cent for businesses. Businesses 
of all sizes pay WorkCover premiums. If the premiums increase, that will cost jobs. For a government 
that claims to be all about jobs, Labor certainly acts to destroy jobs by increasing payroll tax—which it 
is doing in this budget by deferring planned increases in the threshold for payroll tax—putting pressure 
on WorkCover premiums and implementing an infrastructure freeze. I see that the Capital Works 
Program for the Gold Coast-Logan region is down seven per cent from last year. How can the 
government be supporting jobs when it is freezing capital works? When the LNP was in office, nearly 
every project in the budget was underway. This reduction in capital works will cost locals jobs. Clearly, 
Labor is taking the region for granted.  

A number of programs that were of great benefit to the entire state, but in particular to my 
electorate, have been abolished, abandoned or cut by this Labor Party government. The Everyone’s 
Environment program was a great program that was introduced by the former minister for environment 
and heritage protection. It has been cut. That program enabled local community groups to get out there 
and support their local environment, such as clean up the riverbanks at Canungra, which the Canungra 
State School Green Team did, or get into some reserves on Tamborine Mountain that had not been 
maintained properly by the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service and the Scenic Rim 
Regional Council over a number of years. Tamborine Mountain Landcare obtained a grant from the 
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Everyone’s Environment grant program and got in there and cleaned up those reserves. Everyone’s 
Environment is gone. Caring for Our Community is gone. That was a grant program that enabled small 
grants to be given to community groups to help them with the small expenses that would take a lot of 
fundraising to meet. That program has been cut, cut, cut. 

Despite the Labor Party promise to stop outsourcing, it continues in Health. That says a lot about 
the Labor Party. It always says one thing before an election and does another after the election. I note 
the vast improvements in health services that have occurred in my neck of the woods during the term 
of the previous government, particularly at the Beaudesert Hospital, where the opposition leader, as the 
minister for health, presided over the recommencement of maternity services and a number of other 
procedural services. 

An honourable member: It’s a beautiful hospital. 

Mr KRAUSE: It is a beautiful hospital. It is fantastic that, since 5 March last year when it was 
officially opened by the then minister, Lawrence Springborg and me, over 250 people have come into 
the world there. But we did not introduce just maternity services; other services have been restored to 
that hospital as well, which was so abandoned and neglected by the former Labor government over a 
period of 10 or 12 years. It really just did not give any support, political or administrative, to that region 
of the world, which has been growing at quite a fast rate for a number of years. There were also 
improvements to the emergency department of Boonah Hospital. There was great investment in Ipswich 
Hospital as well, which is a key hospital for the Boonah region. I call on the government, in this budget 
process, to ensure that funding that was allocated for the introduction of even more services at 
Beaudesert Hospital is kept so that services planned by Metro South Health can proceed.  

I refer in particular to the plans that were in place for the introduction of endoscopy services at 
Beaudesert Hospital. The equipment that was to be provided out of the budget of the Department of 
Health was to cost in the range of $200,000 to $300,000 per year. I also look for an assurance that 
operating costs associated with the introduction of endoscopy services will be met by the Department 
of Health. I know that there were also plans to expand the range of telemedicine facilities that are 
available at Beaudesert Hospital so that people who need to consult with specialists do not need to 
travel to the PA Hospital, the QEII Hospital or the Logan Hospital. Telemedicine is a great way of 
achieving these goals. We budgeted for three of those machines to be put in place at Beaudesert 
Hospital at a cost of $60,000. I have correspondence from the Minister for Health, the member for 
Woodridge, setting out that the number of machines will be based on an assessment of need. There 
was money in the budget for three of those machines and I think that three of those machines should 
be provided to the hospital now to provide those services. We do not want that money to be stripped 
away or siphoned off to another facility. That money was dedicated for a particular purpose and it should 
be applied to that purpose, because my area is a very fast-growing region.  

Some members may have seen recent media reports—in fact, there was a very good segment 
about it on the ABC, which I know a lot of members listen to quite regularly—about the fantastic growth 
that is going on in Beaudesert. A 300-hectare property is being developed for around 2,000 housing 
lots. In addition, there is Yarrabilba, which is a state development area and which was approved by 
some of the members opposite when they were last in government. Mind you, they did not plan for the 
infrastructure at Yarrabilba. That area is going to need health services. When Yarrabilba becomes quite 
a large area it will put a lot of pressure on Logan Hospital and the PA Hospital. So we need to build 
services at Beaudesert Hospital to take the pressure off those two hospitals. There should not be any 
siphoning off of funds that were allocated for Beaudesert Hospital. I call upon the government to allocate 
that money.  

The former government also put in place plans for the introduction of a CT scanner at Beaudesert 
Hospital. Although no definitive time line was put on the delivery of that CT scanner, Metro South Health 
had committed to doing that in this term of government. I call on the government to ensure that any 
capital funding that Metro South Health asks for in that respect is provided in either this budget or future 
budgets.  

It is a crying shame that the Mums and Bubs program has been cut. This was a fantastic initiative 
undertaken by the LNP government to provide home visits for new mums and their bubs to offer some 
assistance in the first four weeks after birth. That program provided practical help to new mums in 
nurturing their newborns in those early weeks. It is a shame that that program has been cut. It is 
incredible that this new government would take an axe to the funding of that sort of program.  

Labor has continued to be soft on crime, stripping money away from the CCC, which is fighting 
criminal motorcycle gangs. Over the years, criminal motorcycle gangs have been a scourge on 
Queensland and my government’s approach to cracking down on them has been very effective. 
Unfortunately, that money has been taken away from the CCC. That just shows that the members 
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opposite do not understand the risk posed by those gangs to the general public on the Gold Coast and 
other affected areas.  

Mr Rickuss: They don’t understand the CCC, I don’t think.  

Mr KRAUSE: I take that interjection. During our term of government, we brought in a number of 
improvements to other sectors. Education was one of them. The Great Results Guarantee provided an 
avenue for school principals to direct funding for literacy and numeracy in the way in which they saw fit 
and which was best for their community. I see that the budget papers show that that program will be 
discontinued after this financial year.  

In my electorate, principals and teachers at Beaudesert State High School, Boonah State School 
and a number of other state schools have told me about how great it is that they can look at their kids, 
see how they need to be helped and actually design programs and spend money in ways that help 
children with their particular needs. Obviously, the approach of this government will be more top down, 
because that is the Labor way. It will be more directive from the centre to prescribe the way that schools 
need to spend that money. It is cruel to have it cut away. I know that all of our schools will feel the 
impact of this.  

In terms of Main Roads, the budget does not fund some projects that I feel should have been 
funded. In particular, I refer to much needed upgrades to the Beaudesert-Nerang Road around 
Biddaddaba. Funding for that project has been sought for around 20 years and recently the Department 
of Transport and Main Roads has agreed to fund it. Unfortunately, upon the change of government it 
seems that that project has fallen off the radar. However, I will continue to fight for that project because 
gravel on state roads in such a fast-growing area is not an acceptable standard. It may have been 20 
or 30 years ago, but today it is not. We need to see those upgrades go ahead.  

In terms of the racing industry, I have written to Minister Byrne and again I call on Minister Byrne 
to come out to Beaudesert to consult with country racing stakeholders, because they are concerned 
about the direction of the industry. They are concerned about the lack of direction that this government 
has given the industry. Sacking a whole board for thoroughbreds, greyhounds and harness racing, 
based on some of the negative outcomes in the greyhound industry, is a bridge too far. It was an 
absolute overreaction. I call on the minister to get out there and consult with country racing. It is a big 
part of the economy in this region. I know that the minister will heed that call, because it is vital for our 
region.  

The government has cancelled payroll tax incentives that were going to come into effect in the 
LNP’s term in government. In Queensland, we need confidence in the economy. This confidence cannot 
come until we have a government with a clear direction to place Queensland’s finances on a firm footing. 
We are not going to get that from this Labor government. I know that the Treasurer is patiently hoping 
that growth will come in such a measure that revenues will take care of the deficit and all of the debt, 
but coming into this place and presenting a budget full of smoke and mirrors, and shifting debt from one 
place to another, will not create the confidence that business needs to invest and create jobs.  

(Time expired) 

 


