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VACANCY IN SENATE OF COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA: ELECTION OF 
SENATOR 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (3.19 pm): It is my great pleasure to speak in support of this 
parliament’s motion to appoint Joanna Lindgren as a new senator for Queensland. I have known Jo 
and her husband, Peter, for several years now, going back to the time before I was seeking 
preselection for the federal seat of Wright before the 2012 election. We did not succeed with that one. 
I thank both of them for all of their support over a significant period of time for their community and the 
LNP, including assisting on a number of campaigns, state and federal, and thank Joanna for putting 
herself forward. I acknowledge the presence in the gallery of Scott Buchholz, federal member for 
Wright. 

It is a huge honour to be nominated by the LNP as a representative of our state as well as the 
party. I am sure that Joanna will work hard for Queensland—for all constituents, wherever they are—
in dealing with federal government issues. I am sure that her experience as a teacher will stand her in 
good stead. As someone who has a few teachers in the family—my mother, my brother and a couple 
of cousins—I know how hard they work and how important a role it is, not just to educate children but 
also to mould them as citizens. In her new role I am sure she will have a part to play in that as well. I 
am proud to say that Jimboomba, part of my electorate, can now claim a senator for Queensland, 
although she does live just across the road in the electorate of Logan. I hope that we can work 
together on local issues.  

Finally, I want to acknowledge the great contribution to the Australian Senate of Brett Mason—
to the Senate, to the LNP and to the people of Queensland. I call him a friend and thank him for his 
advice, his encouragement and his counsel over the time that I have known him. For 16 years Brett 
was a fierce advocate for freedom and for the LNP—and the Liberal Party before that—and was a 
very active supporter of the Young LNP. I know that many young people who have joined the Young 
Liberals and then the Young LNP will recall his enthusiasm. He always lent them an ear and he was 
always so enthusiastic to help them get into politics, into fighting the Labor Party and into standing up 
for freedom. I wish Dr Brett Mason all the best in his future endeavours.  

It is an honour for all of us to be elected to any representative position in our nation. As elected 
members we carry with us every day the faith and trust of our community. I convey my congratulations 
to Joanna Lindgren, her family and her friends on her appointment as a senator for Queensland. I 
wish her all the best for her time in the Senate. 
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