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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.33 pm): Madam Deputy Speaker Barton, congratulations 

on your appointment to the panel of deputy speakers for this 55th Parliament. I am sure you will do 
the position great honour like you did in the last parliament.  

It is with a great sense of honour and gratitude that I stand here as the member for Beaudesert 
in the 55th Queensland Parliament, elected a second time at the election held on 31 January 2015. 
As I outlined in my maiden speech here nearly three years ago, the Beaudesert electorate has a little 
bit of everything in Queensland and represents the heart and soul of the state. I am extremely 
privileged to represent this electorate and all of its people. I thank all of the residents in the electorate 
for their support—those who voted for me and those who voted for another candidate—as we all work 
for the betterment of our community. I know that even though we may disagree about some matters in 
our region, in our state and in our nation, the issues that unite us are much greater than those that 
divide us.  

Over the past three years I have worked hard for the communities in the electorate—from 
Jimboomba, Yarrabilba, Tamborine, Cedar Grove, Cedar Vale, Tamborine Mountain, Canungra, 
Beechmont and Rathdowney to Beaudesert, Kooralbyn, Boonah, Kalbar, Warrill View, Rosevale, 
Aratula and Washpool and Radford, Maroon and Mount Alford, Wyaralong and Allenview, Gleneagle, 
Woodhill and all of the other places in the electorate. As I have travelled around the electorate to meet 
with local groups, to see what needs to be done and to see what is happening, one thing is certainly 
known for sure: the communities of my electorate work hard for each other, they look after each and, 
regardless of politics, they will support efforts to improve our community.  

In this address-in-reply debate, as a returning member I reflect on the milestones passed 
during the 54th Parliament, particularly in my electorate. So much was achieved in the nearly three 
years of the LNP government. Maternity services were recommenced at Beaudesert Hospital, along 
with procedural services. Additional police resources were placed into our growing region—a region 
that is experiencing strong residential growth, especially around Jimboomba, Yarrabilba, Beaudesert 
and Tamborine.  

Flying foxes were dispersed from Boonah to look after the health and wellbeing of our local 
residents. I thank the member for Glass House, the former minister for heritage protection, for his 
endeavours in that regard. Vegetation management laws were reformed to give landholders the right 
to manage weeds and regrowth on their farms. These were sensible reforms. The Beaudesert heavy 
vehicle bypass was funded by the LNP government. Hourly bus services were put in place between 
Beaudesert and Browns Plains. The Millstream Road intersection with the Mount Lindesay Highway 
was upgraded.  

On the last sitting day of the 54th Parliament I called on the LNP government to deliver 
$1.5 million in funding to improve Jimboomba Park’s sporting facilities. This funding was allocated by 
the government in December 2014. This matches the Logan City Council’s commitment of just over 
$1.5 million, recognising the strong growth in this region and the need for facilities to match that 
growth.  
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I was also very happy to announce in December 2014 that the LNP government put in place 
Get Playing Plus funding for Rowing Queensland to develop Wyaralong Dam as host for a national 
standard rowing centre in conjunction with Seqwater. I must acknowledge the concept for this started 
with Graham Porter, Ray Squire and others involved in the newly formed Wyaralong Rowing Club. 
They were strongly supported by Seqwater and the former minister for sport and recreation, Steve 
Dickson. I thank them all.  

Mr Dickson: Hear, hear! 
Mr KRAUSE: Great minister you were, member for Buderim. The LNP government halted coal 

seam gas activity in the Scenic Rim, as we committed to the community in 2012. Arrow Energy has 
recently announced that it is permanently sealing the test wells it has in the Scenic Rim. It was the 
LNP government, led by Campbell Newman, that ensured CSG production did not get going in the 
Scenic Rim.  

Steps were taken to get electricity prices under control, in particular, for small businesses and 
irrigators. The retention of transitional irrigation tariffs until 2020 provides additional time for primary 
producers prior to the imposition of cost reflective tariffs. Of course it is all the costs in the electricity 
networks of Energex and Powerlink that have driven up prices so dramatically over the past 10 years. 
Our government reduced capital expenditure significantly into the future. The proof of success in this 
regard will hopefully be confirmed with the AER confirming its preliminary decision to cut electricity 
network charges from 2015 to 2020, bringing price relief from the network charges perspective for all 
power users.  

Our LNP government delivered for the electorate everything I have mentioned and more in just 
under three years in office, and I will continue to advocate in this 55th Parliament for improved 
services, increased investment and lower costs of living and doing business in Queensland. There is 
more work to do, and I urge the new government to recognise that my electorate continues to grow 
rapidly and requires ongoing investment in infrastructure—especially schools and roads—and 
improved services to meet the needs of our residents.  

The Beaudesert electorate is quite large for South-East Queensland. In fact, aside from the 
electorate of Nanango—which is on the periphery of South-East Queensland—it is the biggest 
electorate in South-East Queensland, and we deal with many different issues from all corners of that 
electorate.  

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Mr KRAUSE: I apologise to the member for Nanango if she thinks that Nanango is not on the 

periphery of South-East Queensland, but it is certainly not the heart and soul of Queensland like the 
Beaudesert electorate is! We deal with many different issues on a daily basis from all corners of the 
electorate—from urban areas around Jimboomba and Tamborine Mountain to very rural areas south 
of Beaudesert and in the Fassifern Valley.  

I thank the two people who work hard every day for our community—and that is the electorate 
officers in the Beaudesert electorate office. I thank those volunteers who give so much of their time 
assisting in our office. To these staff, volunteers and supporters, thank you for the long hours you put 
in, for meeting sometimes very tight deadlines and for helping me to work for our electorate.  

I would like to thank everybody who assisted the LNP campaign in the Beaudesert electorate. I 
cannot name them all here because there were simply too many. We were quite overcome with the 
number of people who rang up and volunteered to help on election day or to put a sign up or to make 
a donation or to help out with letterboxing material or to do something else to help the campaign. The 
dedication of local LNP members is tremendous. I have thanked many of you personally at other 
functions since the election. To all who helped, thank you. It is volunteers like you who make it 
possible for me to stand here as your representative again. In fact, I believe that people getting 
involved in our elections, in our democratic process, represents a vital part of our civic society.  

I acknowledge the support for the Beaudesert heavy vehicle bypass provided by the new 
government. Any person who stands on Brisbane Street, Beaudesert, for a 15-minute period during 
any weekday will be able to see that heavy vehicles are an issue on this road. Anecdotes about heavy 
vehicles sometimes going through orange or red lights abound, and a couple of years ago a very 
large concrete pylon fell off a truck on Brisbane Street and went through an office wall. If there had 
been anyone in its path either on the street or in the office, it is very likely a fatality would have 
occurred.  

Removing heavy vehicles from the centre of town is essential to improve safety and also to 
allow the town centre to grow and be rejuvenated. It is also essential for private sector investment in 
the Bromelton State Development Area to proceed. While the LNP government made significant 
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progress in terms of finalising the regulatory planning and infrastructure agreements for this area, 
there is still work to be done, and the town heavy vehicle bypass is an essential part of enabling that 
private sector investment to be realised. This project builds for future growth but also addresses very 
real concerns about heavy vehicle traffic today—concerns that will only grow until heavy vehicles are 
removed from the town centre.  

I call on the government to invest in infrastructure required for our region. A key project to 
advance our region would be investment in the Mount Lindesay Highway. I know that Main Roads has 
concept plans for the building of additional service roads south to the North Maclean Bridge, and 
south from South Maclean to Jimboomba. These improvements would benefit not only residents 
around Jimboomba but also all residents of my electorate who travel the Mount Lindesay Highway on 
a regular basis. Of course, in the future, further upgrades will be required for the Jimboomba to 
Beaudesert section of the highway, including at Round Ridge Road.  

I call on the government to fund these plans, starting with the section heading south to 
Jimboomba, and make the Mount Lindesay Highway safer, more efficient and a road fit to cope with 
the growth at Flagstone, Yarrabilba and Beaudesert. Flagstone and Yarrabilba are state development 
areas that were planned and approved by the former Labor government, but Labor failed to 
adequately plan to fund road and other infrastructure required for the region’s growth. Our LNP 
government in three years carried out works to upgrade intersections and improve the road 
pavement, as well as planning for the eventual Mount Lindesay Highway upgrade. I have spoken to 
the member for Logan about this matter, and I hope that he will work constructively with me and urge 
the government to do what is required for the communities along our shared Mount Lindesay Highway 
corridor.  

The construction of Wyaralong Dam by the former Labor government was somewhat of a 
fiasco. It cost $380 million, and it is said that the water is unfit for drinking. I am told the locals did 
advise the government not to proceed because the water would not be any good, but proceed they 
did. We now have $380 million in extra debt and it has never been connected to the water grid. 
Scenic Rim residents are not connected to the water grid but they pay for the water grid thanks to 
Labor incurring that debt.  

The LNP’s hard work in government has seen the Queensland Competition Authority 
recommend a cut to bulk water prices in coming years, bringing some relief to residents provided that 
Labor does not go the other way to raise some revenue to meet its debt reduction promise made in 
the campaign. Mr Fraser did it back in 2009 or 2010 in relation to electricity prices. Will this Treasurer 
put up water and power prices to fill his coffers?  

Another consequence—probably unforeseen but perhaps foreseen by the government of the 
day and ignored—of the dam’s construction appears to be more frequent and longer flooding of the 
Teviot catchment around Boonah—in particular, that section of Boonah-Beaudesert Road near 
Coulson. The water cannot get away as quickly as it did before the dam was constructed. This low 
section of road has flooded several times since December 2014 and each time impacts greatly on 
traffic, business and tourists crossing the Scenic Rim. I will be seeking further information from Main 
Roads about options to alleviate this flooding, which is a result of the construction of Wyaralong Dam.  

There are numerous other issues and investment in services and infrastructure that need to be 
addressed in my electorate.  

Ms Bates interjected.  
Mr KRAUSE: I take the interjection from the member for Mudgeeraba. She is interjecting that 

Beechmont Road needs to be upgraded, and it does. Our government in 2012 invested $10.6 million 
into upgrading part of Beechmont Road that had been severely degraded over the years. It is a far 
safer stretch of road now which passes through the Mudgeeraba electorate but which many residents 
of Beechmont and surrounding areas traverse on a daily basis. The section between Elimbah Court 
and Jardine Road now needs additional work.  

Ms Bates: Needs to be widened.  
Mr KRAUSE: It needs to be widened, as the member for Mudgeeraba interjects again. You can 

give your speech later, member for Mudgeeraba! It needs to be widened. It needs to be upgraded to 
make it safer for all motorists who travel along that road, including thousands of tourists a year, on 
motorcycles and in motorhomes and in other vehicles. Tourism is an important part of this part of the 
world and we need to invest in infrastructure like Beechmont Road to improve it. But it is not just 
about roads. We have growing schools that need upgrades to their facilities as well. I will mention a 
couple in particular.  
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Tamborine Mountain State High School is growing very rapidly due to the stellar reputation that 
it has gained under the stewardship of its principal and fine teachers. It needs improvement to its 
teaching facilities but also its auditorium facilities, which were designed for a much smaller school 
population and which cannot on their speech nights or awards nights fully seat all the people who 
come along to the ceremonies. St Bernard State School, another growing school, needs attention for 
its car-parking facilities, as well as its auditorium facilities. Tamborine Mountain State School is 
growing and will shortly probably require more classrooms, and parking at Woodhill State School on 
the Mount Lindesay Highway is an issue. What was once a small country school now has several 
hundred students and parking is a real issue along the highway.  

We must also protect our small schools, and I have a number of schools that have small school 
populations, including Maroon State School, which has eight students this year. But it is a long way 
from Maroon State School to the next nearest school, so that facility is a vital part of enabling people 
to live in that community south of Boonah. I call on the government to ensure that that small school 
remains open for those students into the future.  

Improvements are required to the Beaudesert courthouse and police station. Over the years the 
population around Beaudesert has increased, and the facility in place for the police and the court 
facilities also need to be improved. We have put a lot of extra police resources into the region, and 
that was required. Now we need to move forward with capital works to address the increased 
population in the area and the increased services we have delivered into the area.  

I urge the government to take further action on reducing the burden of electricity prices for 
households, small business and, in particular, irrigators. Our farmers in Queensland and in my 
electorate do not know when it is going to rain. They do not have a crystal ball that tells them when 
they will need to switch on or off the irrigator. They need a certain, stable electricity pricing regime that 
enables them to conduct their business with some certainty.  

I call on the Minister for Health to give 100 per cent support to services at Beaudesert Hospital 
and to not let maternity services fade away like his predecessors in the former Labor government did. 
The community is embracing this new service and wants to see a real commitment to the service by 
Labor. Beaudesert is not a second-class community. It deserves to have services that meet the needs 
and expectations of the community and a service level commensurate with its population but one that 
also recognises it serves a very large geographical area. As I said, by geographical area, the 
Beaudesert Hospital services the largest seat in South-East Queensland.  

I say to the Minister for Health that we want to see a 100 per cent commitment to those 
services that have been reintroduced there—maternity and procedural services—and other fully 
funded services to be introduced by the Metro South Hospital and Health Service in the coming years. 
Funding has been allocated in the budget over this year and the coming years to keep expanding 
those services. We will be expecting to see those services come about when the time is right. Do not 
take that funding and send it elsewhere because we are continuing to grow. New estates go up in the 
Beaudesert and surrounding regions all of the time and those services are required now.  

I would also like to see a commitment to the bus services between Beaudesert and Browns 
Plains that were introduced by the LNP government. They now run roughly on an hourly basis on 
weekdays and have been well patronised. Prior to this, we had only three services a day from 
Beaudesert connecting with the city which, for an area that is experiencing rapid residential growth, is 
completely insufficient. The minister for transport in the previous government excelled at having that 
hourly service put in place. The former assistant minister for transport did not do a bad job, either. It 
would be great to see those services continue and expand into the future.  

We also need to look at Jimboomba and Yarrabilba. Yarrabilba in particular is growing rapidly 
and is not serviced at this point by TransLink services. Tamborine Mountain is also a significant 
population area that could well utilise TransLink services. I would ask the minister to look into bringing 
TransLink services to Tamborine Mountain.  

Finally, I want to say thank you to my wife, Kit, for her sacrifice. We have two youngsters, two 
boys, and they can keep both of us very busy when they are in full flight simply doing what young 
children do. There have been many nights when I have not been at home and there have been times 
at home when I have been physically present but mentally at work. I am sure that all of us in this 
chamber can relate to the demands that are placed upon families in the public service of being a 
member of parliament. The support I have been given by Kit is extraordinary and words cannot 
express the appreciation I feel for that. I commend the address-in-reply to the House. 
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