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MOTION: SOCIAL HOUSING 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (6.00 pm): I rise to speak against the private member’s motion 
moved by the opposition and support the amendments of the minister. In just two years this 
government has put runs on the board when it comes to helping those with the highest need in social 
housing. Now 14,800 more households have a roof over their head thanks to a social housing 
property. A total of 5,000 households have been assisted through the National Rental Affordability 
Scheme. There have been 50,000 bond loans to those most in need and over 9,000 households have 
been assisted by RentConnect. As a result, the Newman government has reduced the public housing 
waiting list to under 18,600, nearly a 40 per cent reduction from the 30,000 who were on the list under 
the previous Labor government—under the bad old days of the previous Labor government.  

Our track record shows that this government’s policy on social housing is not about getting 
tough; it is about getting fair. Under Labor’s old, unfair policy, properties sat vacant for up to a year 
because tenants were either on extended holidays or possibly serving prison terms. These houses 
are there to support the most vulnerable members of our society. They do no-one any good sitting 
there empty, idle or unused. But Labor, the ‘no position’ party, would have us return to the policy that 
saw hundreds and hundreds of tenants every year taking breaks of up to 12 months and were away 
for an average of six months. Labor left the public housing system in a shambles. The waiting list for 
housing had blown out to over 30,000 households many of whom were homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. Under this government’s new policy, public housing tenants are entitled to take up to 
four weeks holiday each year. However, longer absences can be approved on a case-by-case basis 
for other things like health issues, domestic violence or family crisis.  

These are the facts. In my area of Logan, the waiting list has dropped by 50 per cent since the 
LNP government was elected, but there are still more than 1,200 households on the waiting list. 
Maybe if properties were not sitting there empty for up to 12 months we would not have women 
sleeping in garages with their children racked up in the rooms together. The majority of those people 
are on exactly the same kind of low incomes as those who are in public housing. How do you think 
they feel when they see houses sitting there empty for months on end? Public housing tenancies are 
subsidised to the tune of $8,000 a year. The average public housing rent in Logan is about $134 per 
week. The median private rent is about $335 per week—a big difference. The overwhelming majority 
of pensioners do not live in public housing. Is it too much to expect Labor to have compassion for 
pensioners struggling just to keep a roof over their head in the private market? Instead, those 
opposite are more worried about making sure that people who are already receiving taxpayers’ 
subsidised housing can take good, long holidays whenever they feel like it. The Logan City Council 
website says that Logan is home to 300,000 people from more than 215 cultures with 50 per cent of 
residents under the age of 30, a young city. It is a city with a large growth area such as in areas like 
Yarrabilba, the greater Flagstone area, Greenbank and Park Ridge. With such large growth in Logan 
happening so quickly, residents want to be assured that any social initiative includes systems that 
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improve tenant outcomes, protect vulnerable tenants and enhance confidence for persons including 
investors and financiers who have dealings with registered community providers.  

We have heard the minister tell us that, under the three-strike policy, there have been 1,277 
first strikes issued to occupants of public housing. But then there has been a dramatic reduction in 
repeat offenders with only 25 per cent of those receiving a second strike, and only 51 of those 1,277 
people who were issued a first strike received three strikes. A small minority of people were giving 
people who need the most help with social housing a bad name. This government is about being fair 
and helping the people most in need when it comes to public housing. I support the minister’s 
amendment to the motion. 

 


