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COMMUNITIES LEGISLATION (FUNDING RED TAPE REDUCTION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (3.19 pm): I rise today to make a brief contribution to the debate in 

favour of the Communities Legislation (Funding Red Tape Reduction) Amendment Bill 2014. 

Following the Queensland government’s response to the Commission of Audit final report, reducing 

red tape is a key element of the government’s reform agenda. The Communities Legislation (Funding 

Red Tape Reduction) Amendment Bill 2014 streamlines the funding laws used by the Department of 

Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services and other agencies.  

During the honourable minister’s visit to the Logan electorate in February, the minister met with 

service providers to hear firsthand of the needs of their organisations and how they function within our 

local community. The need to reduce red tape was evident in each of these meetings. When 

organisations are charged with delivering a service to support our community, they cannot afford to be 

bogged down in red tape that ultimately impedes their ability to work for our community. The bill will 

deliver simpler and more consistent processes and requirements for funded organisations including 

not-for-profit organisations and local governments within our community. The bill is in line with the 

LNP government’s commitment to reduce regulatory obligations by 20 per cent by 2018. The 

achievements in reducing red tape in only two years are already having a positive impact on 

businesses and service providers. While providers in Logan are reaping the benefits of the LNP 

government’s commitment to red-tape reduction, more needs to be done, and this bill will help to 

enable our communities to maximise their full potential.  

The Communities Legislation (Funding Red Tape Reduction) Amendment Bill 2014 will cut 

red-tape costs for funded organisations by about $2.6 million per year and help the department 

exceed its 23 per cent regulatory reduction target. The savings will be achieved through two reforms. 

Firstly, the bill removes requirements that mean organisations must apply to become approved 

service providers before they can apply for funding to provide disability or community services. 

Organisations will no longer have to apply twice. Instead, they will simply apply for funding. This 

simplified application process will reduce barriers to organisations entering the market. During the 

single application process, the department will confirm the organisation’s bona fides, governance 

arrangements and ability to manage the funds and deliver the required services. Secondly, the bill 

removes prescribed requirements that all funded organisations must meet. These requirements are 

set out in regulations and impose upfront obligations to keep and implement particular policies and 

procedures. For example, disability service providers must keep a budget policy outlining the 

procedures they will use to prepare their annual budget and keep it up to date throughout the financial 

year. Government may use its statutory investigative and remedial powers if organisations breach 

these requirements. To cut red tape while ensuring that government can take action to safeguard 

service users and protect taxpayers’ money, the bill instead describes the circumstances when 

investigators and remedial powers may be used. The bill provides that government may use its 
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powers to address four serious concerns: harm to a person, failure to deliver funded products or 

services, misuse of funds or breach of the Disability Services Act 2006. This approach will help 

provide a much more efficient and effective funding system.  

The bill will also support and enable further reforms that will improve the way the department 
does business and cut more red-tape costs for funded organisations. These include introducing 
simpler and shorter funding contracts and streamlining funding approval processes so that 
organisations receive funding faster. I can tell honourable members that faster funding will be 
welcomed by the organisations that I deal with in Logan. The red-tape reductions in the bill have been 
welcomed by the human and social services sector, which is enthusiastic about its implementation 
and the benefits for the sector that will stem from our government’s proactive approach to reducing 
red tape. In their submissions to the Health and Community Services Committee inquiry on the bill, 
two peak organisations, the Queensland Council of Social Service and PeakCare, supported the 
red-tape reductions. 

Working with our community service providers, this LNP government is doing its utmost to 

support, nurture and enable the community services sector. I am proud of our government for not 

sitting back and letting such vital services fall by the wayside. For 20 years our providers were left 

behind by a government that cared more about fake princes than developing communities, services 

and industry.  

I commend the efforts of the Health and Community Services Committee and their support 
staff, as well as the Minister for Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services and her ministerial 
and departmental staff for their ongoing commitment to reforming the industry and ensuring that 
Queensland remains a great state with great opportunity. I look forward to maintaining my close 
relationship with the community services within Logan as we work together to keep Logan charging. I 
support the passage of this bill through the House. 

 


