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PENALTIES AND SENTENCES (INDEXATION) AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (4.36 pm): I am pleased to contribute to the debate in favour of the 
Penalties and Sentences (Indexation) Amendment Bill 2013. The amendment bill continues our 
government’s strong stance on tackling crime head on. Being tough on offenders requires more than 
tough sentences; it requires the same approach to administrative mechanisms behind offences in 
order to make a significant impact on the offender so as to deter any future offence. The Logan district 
has seen 134 new police officers deployed to our streets. Having boots on the beat is only part of the 
battle; having strict and appropriate punishments for offenders is a must if we are to continue to work 
towards a safer community. 

Many antisocial crimes attract minor infringements that do little to deter any future repetition of 
the offence. This is why we must index the monetary value of these offences so we can send a strong 
signal to the community that if you break the law you will pay for it. This bill is about holding those who 
commit an offence—regardless of how small—accountable for their actions. Apathy towards minor 
offences will not be tolerated by our government. It was permitted to fester for 20 years under an 
incompetent and indifferent Labor government that took the soft approach towards our safety. 
However, those days have come to an end. 

In community consultation committee meetings, Neighbourhood Watch meetings, safe city 
meetings, P&C meetings and the like that I attend, the questions are often the same—‘What are you 
doing about minor offences and people re-offending?’ Our government’s record of tackling the major 
criminal issues within Queensland is second to none. We have come out hard against anyone who 
seeks to disrupt our communities, destroy our livelihoods or promote their ill-gotten ways on our 
streets. Now we are getting tougher on those who think small offences are insignificant. To them I say 
how wrong you are. I am proud to be able to stand here and respond to my constituents that this LNP 
government is taking action and is making a difference as we work together to make our community a 
safer place. 

In past years, the Queensland value for penalties enforcement was not indexed. Without 
regular increases being applied, the value of the penalty unit reduces over time relative to the 
changes in the consumer price index, or the CPI, and this effectively reduces the level of punishment 
and deterrence of monetary penalties. In other words, a $100 fine today does not carry the same 
weight as a $100 fine 10 years ago. Periodically increasing the penalty unit value ensures that 
monetary penalties across the statute book maintain the intended deterrent or punishment effect. 

The bill proposes a legislative mechanism to increase the penalty unit value applicable to most 
state laws, laws of local governments that are not listed in schedule 2 of the Penalties and Sentences 
Regulation 2009, or PSR, and penalty infringement notices, or PINs, issued under most state laws 
and the laws of local governments not listed in schedule 2 of the PSR. Under this amendment bill, the 
penalty unit value may be increased by 3½ per cent per annum or other rates as determined by the 
Treasurer and published in the gazette by 31 March each year. This allows the Treasurer to 
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determine the percentage change that best reflects the growth of the Queensland economy. In 
accordance with the bill, the penalty unit amount with percentage change applied will be rounded 
down to the nearest coinable amount, that is, 5c and prescribed in a regulation. Further, the bill 
provides that when the prescribed penalty unit value is applied to determine the dollar amount of a 
fine enforced through the issuing of a ticket, the amount of the ticket will be rounded down to the 
nearest whole dollar.  

The bill specifically provides that a regulation may only prescribe a value for a penalty unit once 
for a financial year. However, the bill does not require that the penalty unit value must be increased 
annually. While annual indexation is the polity intent, by not including the requirement that penalty 
units must be increased annually, government has the discretion to determine each year whether an 
increase will be applied.  

I commend the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee for their role as they work 
towards making Queensland a safer community and upholding the integrity of the Queensland justice 
system. I also commend the efforts of the honourable the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice 
and his ministerial and departmental staff for their work in providing Queenslanders with a level of 
justice that reflects the opinions and expectations of the community. This bill will ensure that 
communities like Logan remain a safe and prosperous environment in which residents can live, work 
and raise a family. By working with our community organisations, we will ensure that together we will 
keep Logan charging. I support the passage of this bill through the House. 

 


