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EDUCATION (QUEENSLAND CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 
BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (11.50 am): I rise today in support of the Education (Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority) Bill 2013. As our state continues to grow, we will see 
Queensland, both domestically and internationally, situated at the forefront of an unprecedented and 
exciting period in our nation’s history. In conjunction with our government’s proactive initiative to 
engage our regional partners through trade and investment opportunities, the need for Queenslanders 
to remain intellectually competitive is important to our state’s growth and to the opportunities that lie 
before us. To achieve our full potential it is imperative that each industry throughout Queensland 
develops a legislative framework that enables growth rather than stand as a bureaucratic blockade. 
This is why this can-do government is committed to engineering a culture of moving towards red-tape 
reduction and empowerment for Queensland organisations and businesses. 

The need for red-tape reduction was identified as one of the key outcomes of the ongoing 
round table discussions with principals that were conducted throughout the state including in Logan. 
Principals from schools within my electorate of Logan echo the same sentiments of their colleagues 
across the state when they voice their frustration about being restricted to their offices under a 
mountain of bureaucracy. This bill will seek to continue the historical achievements accomplished by 
our government in making Queensland the premier state in the field of academic achievement. The 
Education (Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority) Bill 2013 will make further inroads into 
clearing the stranglehold on red tape whilst improving the delivery of services and skills to the next 
generation of Queenslanders.  

Logan is one of many communities across Queensland that has directly benefited from 
investment in services, infrastructure and support spurred on by the Newman government. Logan 
schools have shared $2 million as part of our government’s efforts to clear the backlog in 
maintenance that accumulated over 20 years of neglect by the former Labor government. Logan 
schools will also share in $1.4 million that has been allocated to Logan as part of the government’s 
exciting Great Results Guarantee, which will boost student outcomes in Queensland state schools by 
focusing on the early years. That is nearly $3½ million that Logan schools shared. Our focus on the 
early years of children’s education will also benefit from the addition of further prep teacher aide hours 
being allocated to Yugumbir State School and Park Ridge State School that rolled out with the 
commencement of the 2014 scholastic year.  

School safety is also a prominent feature in our government’s push for better local schools. 
Safety for our students will continue to improve for Logan schools with the recent addition of flashing 
lights at Logan Village State School and another installation scheduled for Yugumbir State School in 
the near future. These installations, combined with $80,000 allocated towards Logan Reserve State 
School under the safe school travel program, will continue to create a safe environment for parents 
and students during peak travel times. I encourage all schools who have not already taken advantage 
of this great initiative to apply for funding. Our government is wholeheartedly committed to ensuring 
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the safety of our students at all times. As our community continues to grow, so does the impact 
imposed on school infrastructure. Recognising this, I welcome the allocation of over $400,000 in 
capital funding to two schools situated in the critical growth areas. This funding will see building 
upgrades, relieving the pressure felt by staff and students.  

After having achieved so much in just two years under the LNP government, Logan schools are 
set to have a bright future as our government continues to listen to the needs of the community and 
put the future of our children first. The objective of this bill will establish the Queensland Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority as the new statutory body responsible for syllabus development, 
supporting the implementation of new syllabuses and the Australian Curriculum, testing, moderation, 
certification, tertiary entrance rankings and administration of student accounts. Despite the 
establishment of the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority and the progressive 
implementation of the Australian Curriculum, there remains a fundamental need for a single 
independent body to oversee school curriculum. The QCAA will effectively replace the Queensland 
Studies Authority, creating a robust statutory entity with strong corporate governance and clearly 
defined functions that are consistent and relevant to the current educational environment. Strong 
expert strategic governance will be critical in enabling the authority to lead the implementation of 
senior Australian Curriculum subjects in Queensland schools.  

The QSA has led the introduction of many significant changes in our education system. 
However, now is the time to evolve and reflect on the new era of education that lies ahead. The work 
of the QSA so far has included the administration of the Australia-wide NAPLAN testing in years 3, 5, 
7 and 9, the commencement of the Queensland Certificate of Education and the initial introduction of 
P-10 Australian Curriculum subjects which will include subjects in the areas of arts, health, physical 
education, civics and citizenship, technology, economics and business, and languages. However, the 
QSA operates under legislation that is over 10 years old and which predates the establishment of the 
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority and the development of the Australian 
Curriculum. As the needs of students in the scholastic community change, adaptive legislation needs 
to develop to ensure the success and opportunities for our youth. This bill helps guarantee the 
success for the statutory body evolving with a dynamic educational landscape.  

The structure and functions of the QSA have also been the subject of a review including a 2006 
review of the Education (Queensland Studies Authority) Act 2002 by Professor Philip Meade, which 
highlighted concerns with the structure and functions of the QSA. These concerns had not been 
addressed by the previous government. The inactivity of the former government will no longer serve 
as an obstacle for educational providers and students reaching their full potential. The Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority will operate through more contemporary governance 
arrangements including a seven-member governing body selected on the basis of relevant expertise. 
As outlined by the Minister for Education, Training and Employment, it is important to note that the 
QCAA will continue to work with key stakeholders, including teachers, principals and parents. This will 
occur through membership of committees established by the governing body rather than through a 
place on the governing body itself. The syllabus functions of the QCAA will recognise the authority’s 
role in that of the Australian Curriculum. For example, unlike the existing QSA act, the bill includes 
specific functions to support schools implementing the Australian Curriculum. The bill also streamlines 
and simplifies a number of the operational processes set out under the QSA act such as processes 
for the establishment and operation of student accounts. 

The success for our state’s future rests in our hands. It is our responsibility to provide an 
environment in which our students receive the best possible opportunities. I can speak for my 
electorate when I say that we are charging ahead. The improvements that the state government has 
made to deliver services and infrastructure are a piece of the bigger picture that will see our 
community shine as the true jewel of the south-east. I commend the efforts of the Education and 
Innovation Committee for they play a role in building a stronger Queensland. I also commend the 
efforts of the Minister for Education, Training and Employment and his ministerial and departmental 
staff for their continuous efforts towards developing a viable education system that will ensure 
Queensland remains a great state with great opportunities. I support the passage of the bill through 
the House. 

 


