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POLICE POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES AND OTHER LEGISLATION 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (7.55 pm): I rise today in support of the Police Powers and 
Responsibilities and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. The achievements that our government 
have accomplished in empowering the Queensland Police Service to effectively serve local 
communities and tackle the challenges that arise in the course of their duties are ones that will ensure 
that our communities are a safe environment in which to live, work and raise a family. Community 
safety has been a priority of the community of Logan and this government. Following our mandate in 
the 2012 state election, revitalising front-line services has been first and foremost in the minds of the 
government. From new technical capabilities, equipment and ultimately boots on the ground, the 
Queensland Police Service continues to evolve and generate new innovative practices to work with 
the community to build a safe and harmonious environment.  

Like many others around our great state, my electorate of Logan has directly benefited from our 
government’s investment in the QPS. Since March 2012 a total of 134 first year constables have been 
assigned to the Logan district. Along with my neighbouring government colleagues I can say that this 
allocation has had a positive impact on our region. We are grateful that after 20 years of neglect by 
the Queensland Labor Party our communities are finally getting the attention they deserve.  

Mr Rickuss: Do you actually see police on the beat now?  

Mr PUCCI: We see them everywhere. We cannot drive anywhere or walk anywhere without 
seeing police on the beat. We used to drive for weeks without seeing a cop car.  

Through my regular meetings with the officers in charge of the three police stations that are 
located in my electorate it is clear that the support that our government has placed behind the 
Queensland Police Service is having a positive impact and is improving the quality of life in our 
community. In a recent conversation with a senior sergeant, he said that he has never been so well 
resourced with personnel and he is able to use many more strategies in keeping the community safe 
as a result. Finally, after decades the minority of the greater Logan population who show contempt for 
the law are being held accountable for their actions. As I have stated in the past, the 
accomplishments achieved by our government cannot reach their full potential unless the legislative 
mechanisms are fashioned in such a manner as to support officers on the ground.  

This amendment bill is a product of the government asking the Queensland Police Service to 
conduct a review and identify initiatives with a potential to reduce the regulatory burden and increase 
operational efficiency. As a result, a range of initiatives were highlighted based on the criteria of a 
focus on public benefit, removing time-consuming and non-essential rules of police administration. 
This amendment bill focuses on blue-tape reduction, out-of-control events and evading police—all 
critical areas to the effective operation of our Police Service. This amendment bill removes the need 
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for a police officer to obtain senior officer approval to take a DNA sample from a person who has 
proceedings against them for an indictable offence. This will enable officers to make and enforce 
on-the-ground decisions and expedite objectives in real time.  

As a 20-year military veteran who served in hostile areas such as in the Gulf War, I can tell 
honourable members that this is crucial to ensuring effective operations. One of the benefits that our 
allies had over our enemies in previous wars was the fact that the authority to make decisions in 
battle was pushed down to the lowest practical level. This enabled men in the trenches to act 
decisively and accomplish their missions while their defeated enemy waited for instructions from a 
higher authority. Simply speaking, giving officers on the front line the appropriate authority to make 
decisions when and where they need to be made will make our communities safer. Additionally, the 
Police Commissioner will be able to enter into an arrangement with an appropriately qualified 
non-government laboratory for the analysis of DNA samples, ultimately enhancing the ability of the 
QPS to investigate offences and see that justice is served.  

The amendment bill also allows a commissioned officer to issue a notice requiring a financial 
institution to provide the account name or number of a person’s account. The bill further removes the 
need for police to advertise the disposal of a vehicle or animal in a newspaper circulating in the 
locality where the vehicle or animal was seized and permits notification on the QPS website. Further 
regulatory reform removes the requirement for the police to leave a notice when providing relief to a 
distressed animal through the provision of food, water or release from entanglement. Can you 
imagine if your family pet was hurt or, worse, died due to an officer not being able to help because the 
officer had to get permission first to give some water or feed the dog or untangle it from around the 
laundry post? 

This amendment bill will also focus on out-of-control events. These incidents impose a heavy 
burden on police resources and significantly impede the delivery of policing capabilities to the broader 
community. Whilst police have always dealt with antisocial behaviour admirably, the impact that social 
media has contributed to the exponential nature of these events tests the abilities of the Police 
Service. This amendment bill will provide additional powers available to any police officer in 
responding to an event. These powers include the power to enter a place without a warrant, the 
power to direct any person to stop any conduct, the power to direct any person to immediately leave a 
place, and the power to take any other steps a police officer considers reasonably necessary. 

This bill also provides culpability for those organising an event which becomes an out-of-control 
event. The parents are to be held liable if they allow a child to organise the event. Such events will no 
longer be tolerated, and in line with our government’s stance on addressing these social media 
parties and working with the community we can maintain decorum in our streets. This amendment bill 
does recognise that external circumstances often affect the outcome of what was originally intended 
to be a quiet and private function. Mitigating circumstances are taken into account if the person can 
prove that they took reasonable steps in the circumstances to prevent the event from becoming an 
out-of-control event. 

This bill also amends provisions with regard to offenders evading police while operating a motor 
vehicle. The evade police offence was created as an alternative to police continuing pursuits of 
vehicles and to ensure sufficient deterrent existed as the QPS adopted a more restrictive police 
pursuit policy. In 2012 the government amended the evade police provision to impose a mandatory 
minimum penalty of 50 penalty units or $5,500 by way of a fine and a two-year disqualification period 
from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence. The purpose of this amendment was to ensure that the 
penalties remained commensurate with the risks posed by those who evade police. 

This bill is a representation of the nature of our government. It is one of action, and the people 
of Logan understand that action has to be taken. The inactivity of the Labor government and its 
history of a weak approach to dealing with the antisocial issues our community faces have 
undoubtedly damaged Queensland communities. But now with a strong local voice representing the 
people of our community, the needs of Logan will always remain front and centre in the thoughts and 
minds of this strong LNP government. I commend the efforts of the Minister for Police, Fire and 
Emergency Services. I also commend the ongoing efforts of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety 
Committee for its expeditious review of this legislation and its role in ensuring that Queensland 
remains a great state with great opportunities and the best place in Australia to live, work, invest and 
play. I support the passage of this bill through the House. 

 


