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RECREATION AREAS MANAGEMENT AND ANOTHER ACT AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.08 pm): I commend the minister for bringing another 
common-sense bill to the House. It seems to be a theme that has run through the debate today. I 
back up many of the comments of the member for Mudgeeraba and the member for Kallangur, as the 
chairman of the Health and Community Services Committee.  

At the outset, I would like to thank the committee staff—Ms Sue Cawcutt, the research director; 
Mr Karl Holden, the acting research director at the time of the inquiry into this bill; Ms Kathleen 
Dalladay; and Ms Stephanie Cash—and the staff of the Technical Scrutiny Secretariat for all of their 
work in analysing this bill and preparing the report but also more generally for all the support that they 
have provided to this committee throughout this term of parliament and this year in particular. It has 
been a busy year. We have looked at many different bills on different topics across the portfolios—
Health, national parks and other parts of the community services sector, such as the portfolio of 
Minister Tracy Davis. They have always provided us with terrific support. We thank them very much 
for that.  

In line with what the member for Mudgeeraba just spoke about—the national parks that are in 
her electorate—I neighbour the member for Mudgeeraba with many of those national parks around 
the Tamborine Mountain area, Beechmont, Binna Burra, part of the Springbrook National Park as well 
as the Main Range National Park along the New South Wales-Queensland border and various others. 
I can certainly relate in our electorate to the burden of red tape and regulation which has been applied 
to some activities within the national park estate, particularly around the area of Tamborine Mountain 
where there is a lot of recreational activity in the national park estate. Those users would welcome 
any reduction in regulation and red tape of a common-sense nature.  

This bill, as I said, really continues the common-sense approach of this government to reduce 
red tape and regulation across all sectors. I make reference in that vein to the removal in the early 
days of our government of the sustainability declaration when people are buying a home—removing 
the need for the completion of a declaration which really had no intrinsic value—and to the removal of 
the requirement for an environmental licence to be issued each year and the payment of an 
associated fee, which was really just another charge on small business and on people for no 
particular value. I refer also to the reform of the PAMD Act, the Land Sales Act and other property law 
issues to simplify the contractual process and to get rid of anomalies in that legislation which made it 
more difficult for people to do business. In the past couple of sitting weeks there have been a number 
of acts that have done similar things to this bill in reducing needless regulation—forms and processes 
which are outdated, redundant or just simply not necessary. So it is great to see that, in terms of this 
bill, that is being continued.  

Group activity permits for managed areas are used to manage a range of commercial activities 
and non-commercial organised group activities. The committee heard about these. They can include 
weddings, concerts, vehicle rallies, sporting events, public meetings, religious activities, defence 
exercises, charity events and club based cycling, horse riding, bushwalking and birdwatching 

   

 

 

Speech By 

Jon Krause 

MEMBER FOR BEAUDESERT 

Record of Proceedings, 25 November 2014 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20141125_160840


  

 

Jonathon_Krause-Beaudesert-20141125-117867660495.docx Page 2 of 3 

 

activities. I think each of those particular activities is relevant for the national parks and other 
managed areas in my electorate and in many other parts around the state. To be able to simplify and 
clarify the process for the issuing of permits in that space is a good thing. As we have heard, the 
present process has allowed for permits to be given for low-impact activities and there was some 
inconsistency across regions and areas about the threshold for the granting of a permit, whether it 
was needed in certain circumstances or not. So changes have been made to ensure that permits are 
required only for higher impact events, and they will still be required due to the possibility that there 
will be a greater impact on the national park or other managed areas through higher impact events. 
They include defence exercises, car rallies and things like that which have a greater impact than, say, 
a group that is there undertaking a photography activity.  

One other thing that I wanted to focus on was the possibility of issuing a joint permission permit 
for a commercial activity permit and also permissions granted under various other acts—in particular, 
the ability for those joint permission permits to be transferred between different users. As people 
understand, businesses change over time. Sometimes businesses are bought and sold. Sometimes 
unfortunately businesses go out of business and another operator or another entity comes in to take 
over that operation. It just makes sense that the permits that are in place for a particular activity 
should be able to be transferred to another operator, another businessperson or whatever the case 
may be, whether it is a non-profit organisation or a community organisation or even a local 
government. The bill inserts a new division 5A into the Recreation Areas Management Act to provide 
for that transfer subject to certain conditions which the chief executive must consider in making a 
decision about whether that transfer should take place, including whether the transferee is a suitable 
person, has the insurance in place and all of the other common-sense and normal run-of-the-mill 
issues that need to be addressed by the person taking over that operation.  

The committee received only two submissions. We did not hold a public hearing on this bill 
because the number of submissions and the level of interest from those interested parties or people 
who were made aware of the bill were not sufficient to justify that. The committee has made only one 
recommendation—that is, that the bill be passed. I am confident it will be this afternoon. But, before I 
close, I reiterate that the changes made in this bill are of a common-sense nature to reduce regulation 
and red tape, to simplify redundant processes and to make the process of utilising our wonderful 
natural assets in this state easier for all parties concerned.  

It takes some work to be able to achieve this. When the government does not apply itself to 
constantly improving its processes to try to make things happen rather than simply sit back and allow 
the regulation and red tape to build up over time, as it inevitably does, and as things change, 
requirements and provisions become redundant. We need to have a constant watching brief on the 
regulations that are in place not just across this portfolio but across the whole of government to get 
out of people’s way so that if there are things that need to be done we start from a position of saying, 
‘Yes, we want to help you do whatever you want to do,’ rather than putting barriers up in the way of 
people who want to contribute to our society and enjoy our natural assets or maybe even create some 
wealth in our economy through growing their businesses, not just in this sector but in all sectors.  

I thank the minister. I know he does have a constant watching brief on the regulations across 
our national park estate and the other sectors that he manages including sport and recreation. 
Recently there have been some fantastic funding decisions made by the minister and the department 
for my electorate of Beaudesert regarding the Fassifern Horse and Pony Club, the Aratula Community 
Sports Centre and the Jimboomba Thunder Junior Rugby League Club. They got $100,000, Minister, 
to upgrade their facilities. We are truly grateful for that sort of injection of funds into the community 
through your department and through the steady hand that you have across your whole portfolio.  

I would like to get you down to the electorate again shortly, Minister, to have a look at 
Wyaralong Dam, which is a fantastic asset constructed during the time of the last government. It has 
not yet been connected to the SEQ water supply because that would require several hundred million 
dollars more in funding being made available—in fact, at this time we do not need the water. Rowing 
Queensland has recently identified this particular asset as a top place with great potential to become 
a world-class rowing facility. I would like to invite you to come to the dam to view it and to consider 
how this government might be able to contribute to making this into a world-class facility, Minister. 
They had a trial meet out there about three weeks ago, and from all reports it went fantastically well. 
Rowing Queensland, as the peak body, the Queensland Academy of Sport and a lot of schools and 
other clubs that have been out there say it is fantastic. It is the best place we have around the whole 
of Queensland to do rowing. It is better than Lake Kawana. It is better than Wivenhoe. It is definitely 
better than Hinze Dam.  

Mr Dempsey: It’s not as good as Bucca.  
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Mr KRAUSE: I don’t know where you are talking about, Minister, but I bet it is better than that. 
It is world-class. It has the potential to be world-class. Through the Get Playing Plus program, I am 
sure that we will be able to assist them. So I invite you, Minister, to come out and see that dam.  

Can I also make mention of Jimboomba Thunder? I said they got $100,000 to upgrade their 
grounds but it is part of a bigger plan for that whole community. I know also that there is much more 
work to be done in that neighbourhood to make that into a real neighbourhood sports precinct. So 
when you come down to Wyaralong Dam, perhaps we could stop at Jimboomba on the way to look at 
the potential for funding opportunities into the future. I have digressed a little from the bill.  

Mr Hobbs: It is a wide-ranging debate.  

Mr KRAUSE: It is a wide-ranging debate. Thank you, member for Warrego. It is a 
common-sense bill. I thank the minister for bringing it before the House. I look forward to supporting it 
this evening. 

 


