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EDUCATION AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.56 pm): The Education and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill brought to the House by the Minister for Education, Training and Employment continues strong 
reforms introduced by this government in this term in our education sector. It focuses on high 
achievement, teaching quality and providing communities with the ability to direct educational 
resources in the way that they see to be most effective. This is consistent with the Great Teachers = 
Great Results and also the Advancing our Future Schools Maintenance initiatives where maintenance 
funding for schools has been increased to the tune of about $300 million over the last couple of years 
and local schools have been given the ability to go to market locally with this funding. The evidence 
that I have heard from principals around my electorate is that this enables five maintenance jobs to be 
done for the price of four previously. That is certainly a great benefit to many schools that have not 
kept up maintenance over the last decade or so. Those registers are being worked through very well.  

The bill also deals with opportunities to further the objectives of supporting school autonomy, in 
particular in the realm of strengthening the power for schools to deal with hostile persons, restricting 
mature age student enrolments to age appropriate settings, permitting the chief executive of the 
department to obtain information from the QPS about charges and convictions to assist principals with 
disciplinary decisions and also looks at enabling the chief executive to delegate power to commence 
prosecutions against parents for offences of failing to comply with compulsory schooling and 
participation requirements. As many other members have noted, many of these reforms are 
commonsense decisions to enable more localised and more decentralised decision making in our 
schools: taking power away from the department—bureaucrats in Brisbane or in regional offices—and 
enabling more localised decision making. That can be likened to a lot of the initiatives rolled out in the 
Great Results Guarantee. This is an initiative to direct funding to schools that was utilised last year in 
prep to year 2 and this year, with a greater focus on high school funding, to enable principals and 
school communities to direct that funding to address the needs of students in the way that is most 
appropriate for their school community. I know that principals in my electorate are very happy with 
that autonomy. In particular, the principals of my high schools are very happy with that autonomy.  

Last night I had the pleasure of attending the awards night for Beaudesert State High School. It 
was noted at that ceremony that next year their Great Results Guarantee funding will be 
approximately $420,000 as opposed to approximately $140,000 this year. I have sat down with the 
principal on a number of occasions and discussed how his school is using that funding. He has 
explained to me that they are targeting that funding to year 8 and 9 students who have been identified 
as having skill gaps in literacy. He has noted that in some cases the literacy skills of students are 
several years behind where they should be at that age. He is of the opinion that in year 8 and 9 there 
is still an opportunity for students to be bought up to speed. If it is left much longer than that the 
opportunity for those skill deficits to be remedied is lost. This is a great initiative that has been 
undertaken at Beaudesert State High School. Those students will get one-on-one teacher or teacher 
aide attention to address those literacy and numeracy deficits.  
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There are a number of other schools that are receiving significant boosts through the Great 
Results Guarantee funding. They are using that money in the way they consider to be most 
appropriate for their community. Boonah State High School will receive approximately $177,000 next 
year as opposed to approximately $60,000 this year. Tamborine Mountain State High School will 
receive nearly $200,000 next year as opposed to $68,000 this year. The funding for Jimboomba State 
School will go to $207,000 next year as opposed to $160,000 in 2014.  

This funding is very much welcomed by the schools. More than that, it is the autonomy to do 
with that funding what is most appropriate for that community that is welcomed by principals, 
welcomed by parents and welcomed by P&Cs. It is that autonomy that will benefit our students most 
in the future.  

Tomorrow is Word Teachers Day. I take this opportunity to wish all of our hardworking 
teachers—my mother was a teacher so I know how hard they work—a very happy Teachers Day. I 
know the member for Burdekin was once a hardworking teacher. Now she is the very hardworking 
member for Burdekin. It will be sad to not see her here in the House in the next term of parliament. 
The insight that she brings to this House as a former teacher is very much welcomed by all of us here. 
Happy World Teachers Day for tomorrow to you, member for Burdekin.  

In closing, I point out that on Saturday I will be representing the minister at Roadvale State 
School for their 125th anniversary. Roadvale is a small school in my electorate, but it is a great 
school. It has about 30-odd students and two teachers. The principal has just recently been made 
permanent after a number of years of not having a permanent principal at that school. The school 
community has welcomed having a permanent principal in place. Due to the complexities of 
employment arrangements, for a number of years it was not possible to have the principal made 
permanent. The stability and certainty that comes with that will be most welcomed. I know she is 
doing a great job in that community. Happy Teachers Day to all teachers. Happy 125th anniversary to 
Roadvale State School. I will certainly be looking forward to supporting this bill in the House this 
evening. 

 


