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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (3.25 pm): It is a pleasure to contribute to the debate on the 
Environmental Protection and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2014. This is a common-sense bill 
that streamlines and reduces red and green tape in this important area. The member for Burdekin 
concluded her speech by reference to the amendments to the Nature Conservation Act and the 
regime that was implemented in November 2013 to give local governments an as-of-right authority to 
manage flying fox roosts in urban areas. I thank the minister and the government for implementing 
this regime, because I represent an area where this has been a very big issue. The people who live in 
Boonah would know what I am talking about, because at Bicentennial Park in Boonah there was a 
very large flying fox roost that had been established there for three or four years. That flying fox roost 
has now been dispersed through action taken by the council in accordance with the authority given to 
it in November 2013 by this government. I thank the minister on behalf of the people of Boonah for 
improving the lifestyle of residents around that area. It is great to have this regime in place so that we 
do not have to hear from the member for Dalrymple speaking about the flying foxes in Charters 
Towers at almost every sitting. I do not know whether they have been dispersed or not, but there is a 
mechanism there now for the local government in Charters Towers to be able to take action in relation 
to dispersing that roost as well. 

It was a long road to get to this point because, as I said, the roost in Boonah was established 
three or four years ago. For the people who lived near to that roost, it really created a very difficult 
situation for them and their lifestyle. I know that the health risks associated with flying foxes are 
limited in that unless you get very close to a flying fox, or are scratched by them, or come into contact 
with the bodily fluids of a flying fox, the risk of catching diseases from them is very low; however, 
there are other impacts caused by flying fox roosts being in close proximity to urban areas and 
houses. In this case it was less than 100 metres from the roost to the nearest house, and on a hot 
summer afternoon like we had on 3 January this year the impact of that roost on local residents was 
quite horrific because of the wind and associated smell which caused disruption to the mental health 
and wellbeing of those residents. There was a nauseating feeling that came from the smell and also a 
large amount of noise was generated by that roost. When this regime came into effect last year the 
Scenic Rim Regional Council put in place a program for the removal of that roost. I am happy to 
inform the House that between the months of around April to June this year they undertook a 
vegetation removal process which has to this point successfully dispersed the entire roost of flying 
foxes in Boonah. I can say that the people who live nearby are very, very grateful for the actions of 
this government in dealing with that issue. The health and wellbeing of residents and people must 
always take precedence— 

Mr Costigan: Paramount importance. 
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Mr KRAUSE:—paramount consideration—over other factors. This government has 
implemented that regime. It is a shame the former government was not able to see to it that a similar 
regime was put in place.  

Removing this roost from the urban area was a very important step to take. As I said, on 3 
January this year it was very hot. I think it was over 42 degrees in Boonah. At that stage there was a 
massive colony of little red flying foxes situated in Boonah and a lot of them died because of heat. 
The effect on the neighbours to that roost in that period was completely devastating. I know a lady 
whose husband was facing some very serious health issues at that time. On top of all of that, they 
had flying foxes falling out of the sky, dying due to heat exhaustion. Having these roosts in urban 
areas and the effect on health and wellbeing—mental and physical—was terrible.  

I commend the minister for bringing this further amendment to the Nature Conservation Act to 
the House. It finalises the dispersal mechanism for local governments but also gives ministerial 
authority to require councils to prepare a statement of management intent for all as-of-right activities 
involving protected wildlife to ensure they are accountable for their management actions. They will be 
publicly available documents. When Scenic Rim council entered into the actions they took in relation 
to this flying fox roost, they prepared one of these statements. It was, as is mentioned in the 
explanatory notes, a way of engaging and educating the community about the management of flying 
foxes. That will be the case for other wildlife as well. There are about 30 kangaroos that live in my 
back paddock. Perhaps we could do with some management activity in relation to them.  

Mr Costigan: Have some stew!  

Mr KRAUSE: I take that. It is lovely to see them there, but kangaroos are a serious issue in 
some parts of the state—the way they pick at the properties. They are really competing with cattle for 
vegetation in some parts of the state. It is not so bad in the Scenic Rim, but I know that in other 
western parts of the state it is an issue. There is not much feed on the ground because of drought 
conditions and kangaroos are getting in there first in some cases.  

This bill also increases maximum penalties for the most serious offences in the Environmental 
Protection Act. That brings it into line with other Queensland legislation and with other state and 
territory jurisdictions. It is sensible reform.  

It is mentioned also that this bill follows on from the first round of green-tape reduction, which 
was undertaken in 2012. That was involving the removal of the annual requirement to fill out an 
environmental licensing form and pay the associated fee. I know that local government areas had 
differing fees for that, but in my part of the world it was around $400. The saving for those businesses 
that now operate under standard conditions has been welcomed. Every little bit helps.  

Ms Trad: That was a Labor bill. 

Mr KRAUSE: I take that interjection from the member for South Brisbane. It may have been 
introduced by Labor, but it was not passed because the parliament ran out of time. They were too 
busy introducing things like the waste levy and putting other taxes onto Queenslanders that they do 
not really need. It may have been introduced, but it was not passed. They obviously had more 
important priorities to undertake.  

I thank the minister for bringing this bill to the House and look forward to its implementation in 
the future. 

 


