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ADJOURNMENT 

Beaudesert Electorate, Sporting Clubs; Electricity Prices 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (5.27 pm): The communities of the Beaudesert electorate 
have a proud sporting history, especially in rugby league. This year has again proven to be a very 
successful one for the top teams in the electorate, the Fassifern Bombers and the Beaudesert 
Kingfishers. The Bombers finished third in the Ipswich Rugby League, going down narrowly in their 
semifinal after a gallant fight and with some key players injured. A couple of weeks ago I was at the 
North Ipswich Reserve when the Bombers came from two tries down against the Goodna Eagles to 
progress through the elimination final. It was a mighty, gutsy come-from-behind win. Well done to all 
the Bombers players, coaches and managers on a great job; it was a fine effort.  

The Beaudesert Kingfishers made it to the grand final against their nemesis of recent times, 
Mudgeeraba, but after two premierships in a row, it was unfortunately not to be a ‘three-peat’ for the 
Kingfishers. Making three consecutive grand finals is a superb effort, and Beaudesert salutes you. I 
look forward to supporting both clubs, seniors and juniors, in 2015. 

Last week Minister McArdle visited Boonah to attend a forum concerning electricity prices for 
irrigators and other residents. The impacts of rising electricity costs on our farmers cannot be 
underestimated; in particular the network demand charges that large users are billed. I table a copy of 
a newspaper article from the Beaudesert Times this week concerning this forum.  

Tabled paper: Article from the Beaudesert Times, dated 10 September 2014, titled ‘Electricity woes hurting irrigators’ [5959]. 

These network charges are imposed when more than 100 megawatts of electricity is used in a 
year. As I understand it, this situation is not the same across all Australian states. In my view, 
Queensland should raise this threshold for primary producers, who are particularly exposed to the 
impact of demand charges, to provide relief for our farmers from the cost of electricity. This message 
came very clearly to Minister McArdle at this forum, and I thank the minister for agreeing to undertake 
some work experience on farms in the Fassifern and Beaudesert regions in the near future and to get 
up close and personal with families and farms affected by this issue.  

Times are tough for farmers in my electorate and across Queensland, but after the floods of 
2013 there is water in the ground and to support agriculture we need to do all we can to deliver on 
electricity prices so that the water can be pumped on to crops to deliver revenue from those crops that 
our community desperately needs.  

Last weekend was the Beaudesert Show. I would like to congratulate all involved with the 
Beaudesert Show. It was a fantastic event. They have a very committed committee there. On the 
Friday 780 primary school students from around the region visited the show to see all of the exhibits 
from both the agricultural sector and the different areas on display at the show. I think they do a 
wonderful job. They had 17,000 or 18,000 people come through the gates. I congratulate everyone 
involved with the show and the community for getting behind it.  
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One of our local dairy farmers has just been awarded the prize for Australian farmer of the year. 
Greg Dennis, whose family runs Scenic Rim 4 Real Milk in my electorate, won that prize just recently. 
I congratulate Greg and the Dennis family on that achievement. 

 


