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ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER LAND (PROVIDING 
FREEHOLD) AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.56 pm): I agree with the words of the Premier with regard 
to this bill. This bill empowers the people living in the communities affected by this and gives them an 
element of economic self-determination. The first objective of the bill is to introduce the option of 
ordinary freehold title into Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. This is the main 
objective that I wish to address in my short contribution to this debate this afternoon.  

It is commonly said that a man’s home is his castle. For most people in Australia and in 
Queensland that is the case.  

Mr Pucci: Ah, the serenity.  

Mr KRAUSE: I will take the interjection from the member for Logan—the serenity. Most people 
in Australia enjoy freehold title for the homes they own. For a section of the Indigenous community 
and Torres Strait Islander community, that has not been the case for a very long time.  

This bill provides the option for communities to apply for freehold title to be applied in their 
community. People who have lived in their home for many, many years or people who live on land 
that has been in their family for sometimes generations will be able to say, like other Australians, that 
their home is their castle. They can have freehold title and all the rights and privileges that attach to 
that title in the legal system. We have laws to protect that land.  

Although in the communities affected there have been leasehold rights extended to residents, 
leasehold rights are not the same as freehold rights. That is well understood by everyone in the 
community. In particular, it is well understood by banks and other people who may be involved in the 
economic development of a region.  

When I was a member of the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee we 
undertook an inquiry into a bill that amended the Aboriginal landholding act 1991 as it dealt with deed 
of grant in trust land, DOGIT land, upon which many people in these communities live. The strong 
message from members of Indigenous communities and Torres Strait Islander communities that came 
through that inquiry when we spoke about fixing anomalies in that legislation and surveying lots where 
people lived to correct any encroachments that had occurred over the years was that they wanted 
freehold land to be an option for their communities. They want to be able to own their own home and 
own the place where they do business. They want the option of mortgaging their property to be able 
to finance their business venture or do whatever they want to do when it comes to their family or 
business.  

It is pleasing that the minister, in conjunction with the Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander and Multicultural Affairs, put in place a process for those leasehold lots to be surveyed over 
the last couple of years. That means that when this bill becomes effective on 1 January next year a lot 
of the work will already be completed. We have surveyed lots where people have been living, so 
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communities that want to take up the option of freehold land will have parcels of land surveyed and 
ready to go for a freehold land plan under this bill. 

I make the point that this is an option for communities. The bill creates an option for 
communities to enter into these arrangements; it is not being forced on them. There is no coercion. In 
fact, it is a requirement of this bill that trustees of land under the deed of grant in trust land must 
consult widely with the community, and the bill contains minimum consultation requirements. It also 
gives them flexibility to adjust those requirements for their particular communities because each 
community has different characteristics which need to be taken into account. It is great that that 
survey work is underway, and I am sure it will continue to provide the options for these communities. 

In summing-up, I will say that the overwhelming object of this is to ensure that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders can own their own homes and pursue commercial interests in the same way as 
other citizens. It is amazing that it has taken so long for this bill to be brought before this House and 
that there is not similar legislation already in place anywhere else in the nation. It is 22 years since the 
native title determination in the Mabo case and this is long overdue. A fair amount of time has lapsed 
between that decision and this legislation coming before the House. 

As I said, the feedback from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities that the 
committee received about two years ago in North Queensland was that this option was highly sought 
after but that they did not want to be forced into it. They wanted to go their own way and determine 
their own future, and this bill sets that path for them. I am very glad to support the bill on this historic 
day in the Queensland parliament. 

 


