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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL  

Health and Community Services Committee, Report 

 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.19 pm): I thank the member for Townsville for that 
thoroughly incisive and energetic contribution to this debate. I wholeheartedly support the 
recommendation of our committee to accept the budget estimates as presented. I thank the ministers 
who came to our estimates committee hearings—the Minister for Health, the Minister for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander and Multicultural Affairs, Minister Davis and Minister Dickson. We spent the 
whole day with the Minister for Health, Lawrence Springborg, to review the expenditure in the Health 
portfolio, which has gone up $942 million this year to $13.622 billion. 

I must take issue with the complaints by some members of the opposition and crossbenches 
that there was not sufficient time for them to ask questions of the health minister and the other 
ministers. In fact I have some information here which shows that government members had 143 
minutes of questioning for the Minister for Health, while non-government members—and there were 
only two of them—had 189 minutes of questioning. That is a big difference, with those two members 
having nearly 50 more minutes of questioning. There were some questions that I would have liked to 
have asked the Minister for Health and the other ministers as well, but in the interests of transparency 
and of giving the opposition the opportunity to ask questions about the portfolios, I and other 
members of the government forwent our opportunity to ask our questions. 

For the Minister for National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing, there were 30 minutes of 
questioning from government members and 53 minutes from non-government members. For Minister 
Elmes, there were 53 minutes from government members and 60 minutes from non-government 
members. For Minister Davis, there were 58 minutes from government members and 75 minutes from 
non-government members. So there is absolutely no doubt that this estimates process has given a 
fair opportunity for opposition and crossbench members to actually question the ministers of the 
government. 

I note in the Health portfolio that our nurses in Queensland have received pay rises totalling 
10 per cent over the last couple of years since the election. The budget includes recurrent funding for 
a wide range of services in Queensland Health, including recurring funding for maternity services in 
my electorate of Beaudesert. We also discussed the commencement of maternity services in 
Cooktown. We also discussed the development of telehealth services across Queensland, which is 
now being rolled out in Boonah Hospital in my electorate. 

There is a lot of money spent by the government on health. In the West Moreton HHS, it is 
$457 million, which is up 9.2 per cent from last year; in Metro South it is nearly $1.9 billion, which is 
up 7.9 per cent from last year. We spoke in estimates about the West Moreton HHS meeting its oral 
health targets; there is a zero wait list for patients waiting more than two years. I thank the Minister for 
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Health for his fulsome answers. I can only reiterate something that was said to me at a function in 
Beaudesert some time ago by a professor from Griffith University, who said that he really is the best 
Minister for Health that Queensland has ever had. He is very much on top of his portfolio. 

We also spoke to Minister Davis. The total expenses for her department are $2.52 billion, 
including $236.2 million for concessions, the pensioner rebates. I note that our government has 
stepped in where the federal government has made cuts and restored all pensioner rebates to what 
they were before those federal cuts. We also need to look at the additional money that is going into 
child safety as a result of the implementation of the Carmody recommendations. We heard how there 
will be 77 extra child safety officers, and I know that is important for elements of my electorate. I have 
a child safety office in Beaudesert. 

We also spoke with Minister Dickson. I am excited about the funding that is being put aside for 
the Get in the Game program. It is benefitting so many sporting groups and other clubs in my 
electorate and across the state. We heard about the $71.8 million for the racing infrastructure fund, 
and I am sure that the good people at the Beaudesert Race Club will be looking to improve their 
facilities. It is a great deal that the minister and the department have been able to put in place too with 
Tatts as part of the wagering agreement. I also make reference to the national parks portfolio under 
the minister’s remit. Last week I attended the opening of a new lookout at Python Rock in Lamington 
National Park which was put there by our great rangers under Minister Dickson’s remit. I table a photo 
from that day at the national park. 

Tabled paper: Photograph of the member for Beaudesert, Mr Jon Krause MP and others at the new Python Rock Lookout, 
Lamington National Park [5659]. 

I commend the report to the House. 
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