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LAND AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (8.55 pm): It is my pleasure to speak tonight on the Land and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2014, which will be seen in the future as an historic moment in the 
reform of land tenure. I want to talk in particular about the provisions which relate to lease 
arrangements on state land. Many members here will know that, prior to coming to this place, I 
worked in a large financial institution. One of my roles was to deal with graziers and other agricultural 
entities and operations, and many of them were actually in the electorate of Mount Isa. They had 
constant problems dealing with the uncertainty of the legislative framework around their leasehold 
land—uncertainty about whether their lease would be renewed and upon what terms it may be 
renewed. There was an uncertain financial environment in that the banks were constantly looking at 
their margins and their exposure in the agricultural sector. As the member for Mount Isa just pointed 
out, prices for their commodities have, in some cases, plummeted in recent years or at least have not 
kept up with the cost structures of our economy.  

Uncertainty about lease renewals was a terrible impost on these primary producers. We talk 
about the uncertainty as to whether or not they might be renewed, but we also need to remember 
that, whenever a regulatory burden is placed on primary producers in terms of obtaining finance or 
dealing with government departments, there is also a direct financial cost as well—legal fees, 
consultants’ fees, application fees in terms of banks and other fees which are incurred. These fees 
are all incurred when they are required to go through a regulatory process to obtain or maintain their 
legal rights with the state, which feeds into a security position with banks. Seeing reforms to the rolling 
pastoral leases and grazing leases, as has been explained by the minister, is a great thing in order to 
provide more certainty for agricultural interests and also to reduce the costs involved with those 
rollovers. In terms of term leases for agriculture, grazing and pastoral purposes, having term lease 
extensions for lease areas of over 100 hectares is a fantastic outcome. I commend the minister and 
the government for bringing that forward.  

There are a lot of costs in our economy which primary producers sometimes simply cannot 
pass on to the end consumer. When we have an opportunity in this place to bring about reform to the 
land tenure system which reduces uncertainty and, therefore, reduces costs at the producer end, we 
should embrace it wholeheartedly. It is great to see that that is coming forward in this bill. I thank the 
minister for doing that. I am sure that every primary producer who works on leasehold property in 
Queensland and also their financial institutions will welcome these reforms. I commend this bill to the 
House. 
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