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CRIMINAL CODE AND ANOTHER ACT (STOCK) AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (5.03 pm): It is a pleasure to speak to the Criminal Code and 
Another Act (Stock) Amendment Bill 2014. My electorate of Beaudesert is a little slice of South-East 
Queensland which represents the heart and soul of Queensland. We have a little bit of everything 
there including a little bit of Queensland’s beef industry, but a very important part nonetheless. It is 
amazing how many beef producers there are in the 4,308 square kilometres that make up the 
Beaudesert electorate. One only needs to visit one of the local saleyards on a day that sales are 
occurring at Beaudesert or at Silverdale or at Boonah or at Kalbar to see that there are a lot of people 
invested in the industry. Therefore, the community that I represent, including beef producers and dairy 
industry producers, will welcome the amendments to stock theft laws which are represented in this 
bill.  

The LNP government supports rural Queenslanders and we understand that stock related 
offences are very costly to the community. There have of course been incidents of stock theft in the 
Beaudesert electorate in past years, as there have been in all rural electorates, but the losses for 
primary producers run into the millions each year. That is why we have brought these laws to the 
parliament. We are strengthening the stock laws to stamp out cattle stealing and to ensure that there 
is a greater deterrent for potential perpetrators. I welcome the contribution from the member for 
Gregory and the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and endorse much of what has been 
said by other members here today in relation to the various aspects of the bill. 

This bill will provide magistrates with more power to help farmers get their stock back, and I 
want to touch on this important point. The provisions allowing a judge or a magistrate to make a stock 
disposal order enabling police to avoid the lengthy and expensive agistment of stock while criminal 
cases are pending is a great reform and is something that, really, should have happened years ago. A 
stock disposal order allows police to sell the stock without prejudice to the person complaining about 
them being stolen and the proceeds will be held in court pending the outcome of any criminal 
proceedings on foot. This is an important reform, as is the reform which obliges a police officer who 
seizes animals to take a visual record of the animals which can be used in those criminal 
proceedings.  

The increase in mandatory minimum fines for stock offences has also been mentioned, and it 
has been noted that these have not increased since the 1980s. That is a long time for a penalty to 
stay stagnant in the community. I am sure that increasing the fines for these offences will act as a 
deterrent for potential thieves. Also when criminal proceedings are on foot it will make the community 
take note of the penalties that can be imposed and reflect on the fact that this is a very serious crime 
for those of us who live and work in and represent rural communities. 

The Stock Working Group was set up by the former government to provide recommendations 
about changes to these laws. As the member for Lockyer and chairman of the Agriculture, Resources 
and Environment Committee has noted, one of my constituents, Ian Harsant, was a member of that 
Stock Working Group representing AgForce. Mr Harsant has made a lot of representations to me, to 
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the member for Lockyer and to the Stock Working Group as well and I know that he will be very 
pleased to see these reforms coming forth.  

The Stock Working Group, as has been noted, was set up by the former government in January 
2012—just two months before the election. I must take note of the mention made by the member for 
Mackay in which he basically sought to claim credit for the opposition for this reform coming to the 
House. The fact that it was set up two months before the election says something about the 
importance to which the Labor Party gave this issue. It was in office for 14 years, and two months 
before the election it established a working group to look at this issue. During those years it had 
plenty of time for other matters which acted to the detriment of landholders and graziers in particular. I 
refer to the Vegetation Management Act, which criminalised the actions of landholders and victimised 
graziers. It had time for that, but it did not have time to do anything about cattle theft laws. It had time 
to deal with local government amalgamations, which no-one wanted and which further marginalised 
and intimidated rural communities. It had time to gut the DPI and in fact to abolish the DPI and 
subsume it into some super department under which no-one was responsible for primary industries. It 
had plenty of time for locking up grazing land in national parks and shutting out farmers from 
properties and land which had been used as cattle properties for generations. That land was locked 
up by the government of the day, of which the member for Mackay was a part. 

Mr Costigan: Into it up to his eyeballs. 

Mr KRAUSE: I take that interjection. He was into it up to his eyeballs. The credit for this reform 
cannot be given at all to the members of the Labor Party.  

There are other reforms going on as well. I make reference to the myPolice Stock and Rural 
Crime Investigation Squad. It is an online tool that is being run through the myPolice website. It is a 
great interactive tool that has had over 10,000 hits already. I know that the Minister for Police, Fire 
and Emergency Services is a great advocate of getting out there and interacting with the community 
in all facets of crime prevention and detecting crime. The myPolice website can provide updates on 
what is happening if there is a stock theft or other matters occurring in rural communities. It can 
engage with the community. Some people have this image of graziers and farmers in general as not 
being connected with things like that. Times have changed and these days everyone is connected 
through iPads or smart phones or any other sort of interactive device on a mobile basis. These sorts 
of tools help the stock squad in investigating and making people aware of crimes that have occurred 
and in preventing crimes as well by raising community awareness about the tools and the resources 
that are available to assist them. That tool is solving crimes right now and it is a credit to the Police 
Service and to the minister that those tools continue to be rolled out and developed.  

I applaud the Attorney-General for implementing these recommendations of the Stock Working 
Group. As the member for Beaudesert, I know that graziers in my electorate will welcome them. I look 
forward to welcoming the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry to my electorate in coming 
weeks where he will be visiting one of the saleyards and addressing the graziers of my area. I am 
sure that this bill is one of the government’s reforms that he will be able to talk about on that day. I 
support the bill and thank the Attorney-General for bringing it to the House so promptly. 

 


