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CHICKEN MEAT INDUSTRY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (5.13 pm): I am glad to be able to speak in furious agreement 
with everyone else here about the Chicken Meat Industry Committee Amendment Bill 2014. I endorse 
many of the comments of the member for Nanango, except her comments in relation to the best 
chicken-growing area in South-East Queensland being the Burnett. It is obviously the Beaudesert 
electorate. We have a very strong and growing chicken meat industry in my electorate around 
Beaudesert and in the Scenic Rim council area and also in the rural parts of Logan City around 
Jimboomba, South Maclean, North Maclean and other areas both in my electorate and in the member 
for Logan’s electorate. 

This is a growing industry which contributes, according to the Scenic Rim’s own figures, 
$46 million a year to the local economy. When you consider that other speakers have said that the 
entire industry is worth around $600 million a year for the state of Queensland, you can see that 
$46 million a year in the Scenic Rim is quite a significant amount for the 38,000 people who live there. 
Some of the measures the government has already taken to reform regulation for the industry are 
quite positive—in particular, the referral of ERA powers to DAFF and other measures to assist the 
development of the industry—and I know they are most welcome. 

People do not think there is a great benefit derived from the poultry industry, because there is 
not a great deal of employment in those large chicken sheds where the chooks grow before they are 
taken off by the large trucks that come and get them, but the amount of produce that is bought to 
service those chickens, the service industries that service those sheds— 

Mr Costigan: The knock-on effect. 

Mr KRAUSE: Exactly. I will take the interjection from the member for Whitsunday. The 

knock-on effect of the industry around the regions where they are developed is quite significant. That 

is why the benefit for the Scenic Rim is $46 million out of a total Queensland industry of $600 million. 

In recent times we have seen a new one being built in Rosevale just near the border with Ipswich and 

the border with the member for Lockyer’s electorate as well. I know there are other industries 

planned, and we need to get the planning right for this industry as well. This bill is part of reforming 

the regulation of the industry. 

The bill removes redundant chicken meat industry stabilisation measures. The key industry 

stabilisation measures are access to collective negotiating and a dispute resolution process. These 

measures in this act have been duplicated, as we have heard, because the Queensland Chicken 

Growers Association now has an authorisation from the ACCC to engage in collective bargaining. By 

putting in place the measures in this bill, we are removing that duplication and recognising the reality 

of the industry situation here in Queensland today. 

I must mention though that we need to get the planning right, and when I say that I mean in a 
town planning sense as well. There are many places where it is not appropriate to have chicken 
farms, but there are many, many good positions for chicken farms in my electorate because not a lot 
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of people live there and the area is removed from large, built-up areas but is very close to the capital 
city and the large population centres of this state. That is an important factor for the industry because 
they cannot transport their stock very long distances due to the nature of transport and the effect it 
has on the birds whilst they are in transit. We need to find appropriate places for the farms to be built 
and also ensure that planning measures are put into effect so that other incompatible development 
does not occur where those chicken farms are and where they might be in the future. Having said all 
of that, this is a good bill. It is great to see the removal of inappropriate legislation from the statute 
books. I thank the minister for bringing this to the House. 

 


