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ADJOURNMENT 

Emergency Management Fire and Rescue Levy; Shave for a Cure 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (11.04 pm): I refer to the statement by the Minister for Police, 
Fire and Emergency Services to the House earlier today relating to the emergency management fire 
and rescue levy and some of the changes made for community groups and other organisations. It is 
an issue that I have had some correspondence with the minister about, and I welcome the 
announcement of those changes to the levy. Concerns have been raised in my community about the 
levy in that respect.  

Thirty-one people each day are diagnosed with a blood cancer, whether it be acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia or other forms of blood cancer. It is a little-known fact that, although 255 kids 
are diagnosed with a form of leukaemia in Australia every year, nearly 3,000 adults are also 
diagnosed with a form of blood cancer. Last Sunday afternoon I attended a shave for a cure function 
at Kerry Hall in my electorate. Although I did not get Shaved for a Cure, it was a great turnout, with 
over 100 people showing up to raise money for the Leukaemia Foundation. It was organised by 
Hannah Martin, a young local lady who lost her father to a blood cancer several years ago and her 
mother, Pearl. Since that time she has taken it upon herself to support the Leukaemia Foundation.  

There was a great deal of activity. People shaved their heads and painted their hair. We had an 
auction. There were jumping castles and activities for kids, and we raised $3,500 for the Leukaemia 
Foundation of Queensland. I want to thank Brenton from Goetsch & Son who offered himself as an 
auctioneer for the evening. It is great to see Goetsch & Son, one of our local auctioneering firms, 
supporting the community at this time of such extreme drought in the Scenic Rim community. I was at 
Goetsch & Son’s cattle sale a couple of weeks back. Hayes & Co. had a sale last week at Silverdale 
as well.  

There is no doubt that the drought has arrived faster and with more ferocity in this part of the 
world than a lot of locals have ever seen before. People have told me that their dams have 
evaporated faster than in living memory. They have not had any significant summer rainfall. There are 
devastatingly low cattle prices at the beginning of this period, but they are going lower all the time. It is 
having an impact, as the member for Nanango said, on the small businesses of the area and 
generally on business confidence across the region.  

We are looking to have a drought declaration for the Scenic Rim and Logan in the near future. 
There is plenty of groundwater after the floods of 2013, and it is hard to believe that just 13½ months 
ago we were in flood, but irrigators are caught in the vice-like grip of a crippling conundrum where 
there is no rain and excruciatingly high electricity prices for irrigation. I am working with Minister 
McArdle and Minister McVeigh to seek a remedy for irrigation prices.  

(Time expired) 
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