
  

 

Jonathon_Krause-Beaudesert-20140306-482837062750.docx Page 1 of 2 

 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S STATEMENT 

Beaudesert Electorate, Events 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (3.54 pm): Yesterday it gave me great pleasure to be at the 

official reopening of maternity services at Beaudesert Hospital—a great win for the whole region after 

over 10 years of Labor neglect. Babies are being born in Beaudesert Hospital again as a direct result 

of the LNP government being elected in 2012, and I am proud to have delivered this service back into 

the community. I pay tribute to everybody in the community who never gave up the fight to have this 

service restored. Your perseverance reflects the spirit of the Beaudesert electorate, which I am proud 

to represent. I thank the Minister for Health, Lawrence Springborg, who drew a line in the sand in 

June 2012 and said that maternity services would reopen by July 2014. I sincerely thank everybody in 

the Metro South HHS and other parties involved in restoring services four months ahead of schedule. 

With procedural services already in place and dental, emergency and elective surgery performance 

improving dramatically in other hospitals in the Metro South and West Moreton HHSs, this 

government is delivering better health services as we work to have the best public health system in 

the nation. 

The government’s careful management of the health system means that we are doing this 

despite having the black cloud of Labor’s debt hanging over us. Labor’s debt of $80 billion costs 

Queenslanders $453,310 per hour. That is the cost of a large new home every hour, hour by hour, 

seven days a week, 365 days a year. I know that the people of the Beaudesert electorate could use 

that type of money to be invested in roads, schools or in lowering electricity prices, especially our 

farmers, who rely so much on power for irrigation. Speaking of electricity, the shadow Treasurer, the 

member for Mulgrave, seems to think that the debt of Energex, Ergon and Powerlink—debt which 

ballooned while Labor was overseeing these entities—somehow does not count or should not be a 

worry to the people of Queensland because Energex can pay down that debt through its operational 

income. Labor just does not get it. The member for Mulgrave does not get it. Where does Energex get 

its income from? Electricity consumers, that is where—all Queenslanders—and because Labor lost 

Queensland’s AAA credit rating Energex pays more interest and electricity costs more. Labor’s debt 

affects us all through $453,310 per hour in interest costs on Labor’s debt and through higher 

electricity prices to pay for Energex’s debt. 

Last week I presented the Canungra Ambulance Station with the keys to a new ambulance 

worth $215,000. Canungra is a growing town and this new unit will ensure that reliable ambulance 

services are delivered to the town into the future. It was a pleasure to catch up with the local 

ambulance personnel after earlier that day having visited Canungra State School’s regular assembly 

to present the boys’ rugby league and rugby teams with a new football. The Beaudesert electorate is 

a great electorate with great opportunity. As part of the LNP government, I am working to remove the 
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black cloud of Labor’s debt so that we can invest in new infrastructure and services and seize these 

opportunities. Before I finish, it is my pleasure to be able to have nominated one of my constituents, 

Gwen Roderick, for a Queensland Inspiring Women’s Award tomorrow. Gwen has devoted her 

lifetime to the service of her community and in particular in recent years to the fostering of 25 children, 

the most recent being three years old to be adopted until he becomes an adult. 

(Time expired) 

 


