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EDUCATION (QUEENSLAND CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 
BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.17 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Education 
(Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority) Bill 2013. I note that the objective of the bill is to 
establish the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority as the new body to be responsible 
for syllabus development and to support the implementation of the syllabus and the Australian 
Curriculum. Incidentally, this bill was one of the topics of discussion at a roundtable forum that was 
held last week in the Beaudesert electorate where the minister visited Boonah State High School and 
met with 20-odd principals of the 30 schools within the Beaudesert electorate. I understand that it was 
one of the largest gatherings that the minister has conducted in terms of principal roundtables and it 
gave a great opportunity for the minister to obtain feedback about issues just like this one, including 
feedback from independent schools about the release of C2C to non-government schools and the 
great benefit that will give those schools into the future. There are five non-government schools in my 
electorate and I know that they are very grateful for that. On behalf of all the students of Boonah State 
High School, some of whom the minister met, the principals in attendance, the staff and the broader 
community, I thank the minister for making himself available for that roundtable forum.  

Another issue that is touched on very tangentially in this bill is the issue of external testing and 
the external benchmarking of results in high school as opposed to the system we have here at 
present where there is moderation of results across schools within a region. There were some issues 
raised in relation to the prospect of external examinations being introduced again. I am heartened by 
the minister’s comments that he will take on board the expert advice being provided to the 
government in relation to that, whether that be in whole or in part external examinations. These sorts 
of issues are not static. Things are always changing and from time to time we need to look at the 
system we have, our curriculum and our way of assessment, to see if the best system is in place to 
get the best educational outcomes for our children. 

I note also that the bill refers to the QCAA having the task of developing kindergarten 
syllabuses. On that point it is necessary for me to raise the issue of kindergarten services in the 
Fassifern area of my electorate. There is only one kindergarten. The assistance provided to that kindy 
last year by way of a $181,000 grant for upgrades is terrific, but we need to look at future demands for 
the area and whether it is possible to facilitate the establishment of new kindergarten facilities in the 
area. There is a very long waiting list for that one kindergarten. I know that the community would 
really welcome that contribution.  

As other members have alluded to, the $300 million maintenance funding and the untied 
funding provided to all state schools to increase literacy and numeracy results from prep to year 2 is 
most welcome. I thank the minister for that and for delivering the federal funding to our schools 
without the additional red tape. I endorse the comments of other members of the committee who have 
spoken and thank them for their analysis of the bill. I thank the minister again for his contribution to 
our community last weekend. 
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