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PRIVATE MEMBER'S STATEMENTS 

Logan Electorate, Education Services 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (3.10 pm): It is undeniable that the Newman government has made 

the most proactive steps in developing the delivery of education services to Queensland in more than 

a generation. From cutting red tape, investing in viable programs and rebuilding our local schools, this 

government is ensuring that the failings of the former Labor government are not only rectified but 

positive growth will occur in the education sector. Recently additional funding was announced as we 

continue to clear the backlog of maintenance that is required to bring our schools up to scratch. 

Neglected by Labor, many schools fell into disrepair and reflected standards unbecoming of 

Queensland schools. Since the announcement of the school maintenance backlog funding, schools 

within the Logan electorate have received a culminated $2,075,609. This figure represents every 

eligible school within my electorate that has been supported through our government’s ongoing 

commitment to clearing the backlog, with schools like Park Ridge State High School receiving up to 

$200,000-plus. 

Labor took Logan for granted. It viewed the seat with contempt and a sense of entitlement. 

Whilst our students were exposed to dilapidated conditions and potential safety hazards, Labor 

continued to ignore our schooling community, creating a maintenance black hole of nearly 

$300 million. The long-awaited maintenance funding from our LNP government is bringing our 

schools up to par and reflects the rightful standards that our students deserve. However, the school 

maintenance funding is not the only investment that Logan schools have seen. Through funding from 

other government endorsed initiatives, schools such as Yugumbir State School have received over 

$18,000 to enhance tuckshop facilities. It is small tokens like these in conjunction with state-wide 

government initiatives that will see our schools physically develop to meet the needs of our growing 

community. Our government is actively shedding red-tape restrictions affecting our schools. With 

feedback gathered from principal round tables held with the Minister for Education throughout the 

state—like the one I held in Logan at Browns Plains State High School—we are receiving localised 

solutions to increase efficiency in our schools. 

Schools across the state are saving thousands of dollars by using local trades and investing in 

their communities which, in turn, is stimulating our local economies and creating jobs. With a clear 

focus on our mandate to improve teacher quality, school autonomy and discipline in our schools, our 

government is wholeheartedly securing the education opportunities for the next generation of 

Queenslanders. As we edge closer to a new year, I eagerly await what lies ahead and look forward to 

continue working with our community to ensure the very best for all of the residents. Together we can 

make it happen. 

I also take this opportunity to wish all of my parliamentary colleagues and their families, along 
with the parliamentary staff and their families, a very merry Christmas and happy holidays and the 
best for the new year. 
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