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LIQUOR (RED TAPE REDUCTION) AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (5.06 pm): I rise today to contribute to the debate in favour of the 
Liquor (Red Tape Reduction) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. When our government was 
given an overwhelming mandate in March 2012 to rebuild Queensland after years of Labor neglect, 
business, development and bolstering our tourism sector were high on our agenda. To date our 
government is excelling in its commitment to bring stability back to our economy and return 
confidence to our business and tourism sectors. Our achievements in fiscal reform must be matched 
with a reduction in the myriad ineffective bureaucratic constraints afflicting growth in the public and 
private sectors.  

Our government is well on its way to achieving our target of 20 per cent reduction in red tape by 
2018. This amendment bill plays a crucial role in achieving this objective by alleviating the regulatory 
burden on the liquor and gaming industry to support tourism as one of the four pillars of the 
Queensland economy. Along with the changes in this bill, a total of 44 red-tape-reduction initiatives 
have been implemented for the liquor and gaming industry since this government was elected. This 
includes streamlining the application process by abolishing the former liquor and gaming commission, 
which only met once a month to consider various applications, and implementing a single 
commissioner model that can hear and determine matters on a daily basis. 

The best thing we can do for business in this state is get back to a common-sense approach to 
regulation and get out of their way. As I said in my maiden speech, we have to let business get on 
with business, step aside and let them do what they know how to do. We are a can-do government 
delivering on our promises to get this state’s finances back on track because Queensland is a great 
state with great opportunities.  

The government continues to deliver on its commitment to slash red tape with a range of further 
Liquor Licensing reforms. These are common-sense approaches and changes that will help 
businesses and support tourism. Until now, tour operators had to apply for a special licence for every 
single one of their vessels or vehicles and require approved managers just to serve one or two drinks. 
This was a costly, complex, burdensome and unnecessary process that stifled growth within the 
business and tourism sectors. This bill will see changes that enable tourism operators to serve small 
amounts of alcohol to their guests without requiring a licence. It will be limited to two standard drinks 
per adult and will be a convenient gesture of hospitality to holiday-makers. 

The bill also brings about reforms that alleviate licensing regulation on Queensland’s 
restaurants, cafes and small community clubs. These types of licensed venues will no longer require 
an approved manager to be on site if they do not operate past midnight. Licensed vessels will also no 
longer have this requirement.  
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The amendments outlined in this bill will encourage a greater sense of freedom of enterprise 
and generate a competitive market for tourism operators of all sizes. The amendments will come as a 
great relief to the 6,730 licence holders throughout Queensland. To aid licensees who suffer hardship, 
the bill amends the Liquor Act to allow the payment of fees by instalment in those instances where the 
licensee is able to demonstrate financial hardship. A guideline detailing what constitutes significant 
hardship will be published by the commissioner. To be eligible to enter into an instalment plan, the 
licensee will be required to demonstrate that the hardship is the result of forces of a temporary nature 
that are beyond their control. It is not anticipated that hardship would include the impacts of normal 
market forces which have resulted in a decrease in patronage at a licensed premises.  

The greatest benefits of this amendment bill will be felt by our small tourism operators. This is 
evidence of our government’s unequivocal support for communities and small businesses and of 
enriching local opportunities. I commend the Hon. Attorney-General and Minister for Justice along 
with his ministerial and departmental staff for their ongoing efforts in reforming bureaucracy and 
ensuring that Queensland businesses can achieve their full potential, free from unnecessary red tape. 
I also commend the efforts of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee throughout the 
legislative process. I support the passage of this bill through the House. 

 


