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EDUCATION (STRENGTHENING DISCIPLINE IN STATE SCHOOLS) 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (12.19 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate in favour of the 
Education (Strengthening Discipline in State Schools) Amendment Bill. Our children are taught more 
than the three Rs as they progress through the schooling system. Also important to what will one day 
lead them into the workforce or further education and into society are the social skills developed in the 
classroom and in the playground. They play a vital role in the development of a child.  

Good order and firm discipline is necessary to create a safe, supportive and focused 
environment for students and teachers. The maintenance of a disciplined learning environment is of 
benefit not only to the school community but also to the community as a whole. Many antisocial 
crimes that are committed within local communities can stem from a background of soft discipline that 
tolerated their misdemeanour behaviour over the preceding years.  

Behavioural problems within a class setting all too often draw the attention of teachers away 
from their ability to deliver quality education and attend to the needs of other students. An individual’s 
poor behaviour must not interfere or detract from the educational experiences of others.  

This bill will enable schools and their leaders to efficiently and effectively manage school 
discipline. With 14 schools within the Logan electorate, the disciplinary aspects are varied and are 
often affected by external factors. Local solutions for local issues is the most effective response to any 
situation. This bill is the most effective legislative measure that will secure such an outcome.  

Like our government’s Great Teachers = Great Results initiative, this bill recognises the 
importance of clear and consistent discipline in a high-quality education system and aims to provide 
Queensland state school principals with a greater level of autonomy in making decisions about how to 
administer their schools. This bill therefore originates from the Newman government’s action plan.  

Strengthening school discipline is one of its 15 strategies. Strengthening discipline in schools 
also aligns with boosting school autonomy. The bill strengthens school discipline by giving principals 
the autonomy and flexibility to make decisions about behaviour expectations in their schools. 
Principals now have the power to respond to student behaviour in a way that reflects local community 
expectations.  

The bill received strong support from the Queensland Secondary Principals Association at the 
Education and Innovation Committee’s public hearing. Our government is lifting the standard in 
schools to improve student outcomes and ensure students get a quality education. We are 
empowering schools to get on with the business of teaching and learning.  

As part of my regular meetings with local principals and attending P&Cs, student behaviour and 
discipline is always on the agenda, and not necessarily in a bad way. There are a lot of good kids out 
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there. The positive and negative aspects of student behaviour are discussed as well as how we as a 
community can work together to improve it.  

Positive examples of student behaviour are exemplified through the outstanding community 
spirit of Logan’s school leaders—students who embody the quintessential traits of good citizenship. I 
was honoured to host these fine students at a student leader appreciation barbecue I held at the 
Parliamentary Annexe.  

Discipline within our schools is not solely the responsibility of schools. Responsibility also lies 
with individual students and parents. The home is the foundation for many facets of life, and none 
more so than discipline. It is time that we as a society took ownership of the responsibility of raising 
our children as they grow up and become members of our society. My wife, Anna, and I accept 
responsibility for our two young daughters who are in school. We are thankful for this tool that will help 
instil discipline in our schools and help our children gain a better education.  

Education that is flexible, affordable and accessible to all, including rural, remote and 
disadvantaged students, as well as an education model that leverages community and industry 
partnerships are outcomes that Queenslanders themselves have developed as part of the 
Queensland Plan. Out of the 10 key action points that will drive Queensland for the next 30 years, two 
are education based. No other sector is mentioned twice. This shows that strengthening education, 
delivering real results to our schools and preparing our students for life after school are topics that all 
Queenslanders are passionate about.  

Our government’s commitment to ensuring that Queensland capitalises on every opportunity 
within the education, training and employment sector can be seen in the legislative reforms, localised 
investment and development of skills amongst staff. I am honoured to be a part of a government that 
is taking education seriously and building a brighter future for all Queenslanders. With strength and 
stability we will establish a strong education platform that will ensure Queensland remains a great 
state with great opportunity.  

I commend the Minister for Education, Training and Employment for proposing this bill and 
recognising that safe, disciplined schools provide an environment where teachers can teach and the 
children of Queensland can learn in a safe, supportive and focused environment. I also commend the 
ongoing efforts of the members of the Education and Innovation Committee, ably supported by their 
parliamentary staff. I support the passage of this bill through the House. 

 


