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AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (8.04 pm): I rise to make a brief contribution to the debate in favour of 
the Agriculture and Forestry Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. This bill makes amendments to eight 
acts. I will not be speaking to every amendment that this bill makes to each of those acts, but I want to 
put on the record that I support all the amendments that are contained in this bill. The amendments 
that this bill makes to the Agricultural Chemicals Distribution Control Act, the Agricultural Standards 
Act, the Animal Care and Protection Act, the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act, the Forestry 
Act, the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act, the Rural and Regional 
Adjustment Act and the Veterinary Surgeons Act continues our government’s commitment to reducing 
red tape and supporting sectors within our local communities.  

The government made a commitment to empower the courts to impose penalties on animal 
cruelty offenders that act as both a punishment and a deterrent to ensure that offending behaviour 
does not go untreated. Therefore, the bill will amend the Animal Care and Protection Act 2001 to 
increase the maximum penalties that a magistrate may hand down to persons for the offence of 
animal cruelty. The penalties will be increased from 1,000 penalty units, or two years imprisonment, to 
2,000 penalty units or three years imprisonment. The government acknowledges that acts of cruelty to 
animals are abhorrent and that, like other offences, the community expects tougher penalties to be 
given to perpetrators of these acts. By increasing the maximum penalties available, the government is 
demonstrating that it is serious about addressing animal cruelty and is sending a clear signal to both 
the community and the courts that serious penalties should apply to both punish and deter this 
offensive behaviour.  

The government is committed to properly empowering local governments to improve front-line 
services, to give people a real say in the future and direction of their community and to cut 
unnecessary bureaucratic requirements imposed on councils. The Partners in Government 
Agreement between state and local government in Queensland recognises the principles of 
empowerment and subsidiarity as a fundamental basis of the relationship between state and local 
government. This bill amends the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008 to empower local 
governments to decide whether the benefits of cat registration to their constituents warrants its 
continuation in the area. That is great for the Logan City Council area, because people in that area 
have to register cats. In some areas cat registration has not been taken up so well. Clearly, in many 
areas communities have not embraced cat registration. Cat registration levels remain low, especially 
compared to the level of dog registration. It is also difficult to enforce cat registration requirements, 
particularly in local government areas with a high rural residential population, such as country Logan. 
By removing mandatory cat registration, this bill offers choice to local governments and hence 
communities. Cat registration requirements will continue only in those local government areas where 
a local law is made.  

All too frequently we see media reports about vicious dog attacks that leave people, often 
children and other vulnerable people or other animals injured or maimed. I have a personal 
experience where a bull-nosed terrier ripped through the neighbour’s fence and came into my yard 
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and attacked my small dog. At the time my two young daughters were in the yard playing with the 
dog. All I heard was screaming and yelling. I came out there and I found my small dog between this 
bull-nosed terrier’s jaws and it would not let go. As much as I hit it and as much as I tried to pull the 
dog’s jaws apart—I jumped on top of the dog—it took three of us to finally get that dog away.  

Mr Hart: Have you got any pictures?  

Mr PUCCI: No, just pictures of the injuries. In such cases, it is less well known that there can 
be very long delays between when a dangerous dog is seized and when a local government can 
destroy it. The delays occur while the owner appeals the declaration of the dog and the destruction 
order. Meanwhile the local government must keep the dog at ratepayers’ expense. That not only 
impacts on the local government but also prolongs the period of uncertainty for the owner and it may 
also impact on the welfare of the dog. It can also cause distress for victims of the attack who are 
looking for closure to what might have been a terrifying experience. And these are terrifying 
experiences. My daughters are afraid to go out in the yard and play when I am not home because this 
dog is still in the neighbour’s yard and my dog will not go outside to go to the toilet unless somebody 
is with it. So these events are terrifying experiences and this bill addresses that. I commend the 
minister for that.  

This bill amends the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act to streamline the dog 
destruction requirements. Dog owners will still be able to appeal these decisions before a dog is 
destroyed, but the various decisions and appeals will be able to occur concurrently so that the whole 
process will be shorter by half. By reducing the time dogs are impounded, the bill will result in savings 
for local government and hence ratepayers. By allowing concurrent reviews of decisions, the changes 
will also decrease the workload of local governments and the Queensland Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal that must consider these appeals.  

The bill also amends the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1936 to support national registration 
arrangements. Many members have spoken on this portion of the bill, so I will not go into the details, 
but it is a great thing to have the information available in cases of emergency where these 
veterinarians need to be contacted.  

I commend the honourable chair of the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee 
and the committee’s support staff whose expeditious management of this critical bill will see the 
agriculture and fisheries sector of every local community improved. I also commend the efforts of the 
honourable Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry for his tireless efforts to address the 
mammoth challenges within his portfolio and ensure that Queensland remains a great state with great 
opportunities. I commend the bill to the House. 


