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EDUCATION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr PUCCI (Logan—LNP) (4.45 pm): I rise today to contribute to the debate in favour of the 
Education Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. This amendment bill is yet more evidence of our 
government’s commitment to improving education in Queensland and will offer our students and 
teachers real action and opportunities. Our government’s Great Teachers = Great Results initiative 
has seen the largest investment in the future of education for our great state in recent times. From 
providing opportunities for teachers to build on their skill sets, to improving the physical schooling 
environment and increasing prep teacher aide availability, these steps will continue to build on the 
government’s hard work to make Queensland the leading state in education across the country. 

This amendment bill will bring about three key changes that will see an evolution in the 
Queensland education system. The first will incorporate year 7 into the secondary school system as 
of 2015. The second will see additional semesters added to include prep into the basic allocation for 
state schools. The third will see students who are not citizens or permanent residents or a child of a 
citizen or permanent resident pay for tuition whilst attending a state school. 

Moving year 7 into the secondary system is a major change for our schools, students, the 
parents and families of students and the hardworking staff at each school across our great state. This 
amendment will see a change in the organisational structure of our schools, as well as the leadership 
culture that is embodied at the school level. Making year 7 the first year of high school from 2015 was 
a key outcome of the consultation period that occurred over the past several years and one that this 
government is committed to delivering as we set out to reinvigorate the education system and deliver 
real results. 

This amendment bill has received favourable support from the education sector and from 
parent and community groups. Meeting regularly with my local principals throughout the year, it is 
during these discussions that support from both primary and secondary principals has been positive 
towards the addition of year 7 to the secondary education system.  

In order to help prepare for the significant change to our system, a decision was made to pilot 
year 7 in high school in up to 20 state schools ahead of the state-wide move in 2015. Like many 
parents across our state, my wife and I have already experienced this change. My daughter’s school 
was one of the many schools across the state that trialled the introduction of prep and then year 7 into 
the secondary system. To quote my daughter Lidia, ‘It is a bit tougher, Daddy, but I like being in high 
school.’ That is the kind of thing that daddy likes to hear. As far as my daughter is concerned it is a 
good move, and that is good enough for me. 

The 19 pilot schools that welcomed year 7 students this year put in an enormous amount of 
effort preparing and were supported by the provision of infrastructure, IT and human resources. Many 
of the pilot schools have undergone significant upgrades and refurbishments to accommodate year 7 
students. Some $300 million has been dedicated to clearing the maintenance backlog that afflicts 
many of our schools. Within my electorate of Logan, all of Logan’s state schools have received extra 
maintenance funding to bring the environment in which our students learn up to par.  
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But it is not just the physical attributes that are important in this move. We must ensure that our 
teachers are equipped and ready to meet the growing needs of education in our great state. This will 
be achieved through this LNP government’s Great Teachers = Great Results initiative and the 
$537 million that we are injecting into boosting teacher numbers, delivering more prep teacher aide 
hours and enabling our teachers to enhance their skill sets through further study. 

Our schools have quality teachers with the skills and knowledge needed to support young 
adolescents through their early high school years. It is a great responsibility that we as a society 
entrust educators with. Such initiatives as Great Teachers = Great Results demonstrate that we 
proudly continue empowering the hardworking professionals within our school system.  

These changes will also align our students with their interstate peers and give them access to 
the specialist teachers and facilities to allow them the maximum benefit of the Australian Curriculum. 
This move will undoubtedly make the transition for interstate students smoother as they integrate into 
the Queensland schooling system and vice versa. 

Students from a state high school perspective will also benefit from the introduction of a junior 
secondary phase of schooling. Junior secondary is a phase of learning in state secondary schools 
that focuses on the specific academic, social and emotional needs of students in years 7 to 9. It is a 
key element supporting the move of year 7 in state schools. It will help build a strong, consistent 
connection between primary and secondary for adolescent students and focuses on students’ 
wellbeing and pastoral care. 

This bill also amends the basic allocation under the Education General Provisions Act 1999 for 
state school students to include adequate semesters necessary for completion from prep through to 
year 12. Though enrolment in prep is not compulsory, this amendment does provide the provisions so 
that the government’s ongoing commitment to providing 13 years of state education can come to 
fruition.  

I would like to commend the ongoing efforts of the Minister for Education, Training and 
Employment and his ministerial and departmental staff to improve the exceptional standard of 
education in Queensland. I would also like to commend the efforts of the Education and Innovation 
Committee, under the stewardship of the honourable member for Burdekin. The committee’s 
continued efforts to work for the current and next generation of Queensland is a vital role in our state’s 
development and ensures that Queensland remains a great state with great opportunities. It was a 
great pleasure for me to be a part of this committee when this bill was introduced and to have a say 
on it as well. I proudly commend this bill to the House. 


