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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.55 pm): In 2008 the then Labor government left a stain on 
the history of local government that will take a long time to erase. People in this place know that I love 
the Scenic Rim. I often refer to it in my addresses here. In the electorate of Beaudesert I represent 
almost the entire Scenic Rim Regional Council area and an area of Logan City as well. In 2008 the 
Boonah shire council area, which had existed since 1880, was forced into an amalgamation with part 
of Beaudesert shire, an amalgamation which neither party wanted but which was forced upon them by 
a heavy handed Labor government. In addition to that, the Beaudesert shire council was stripped of 
the vast bulk of its ratepayer base which was included in the enlarged Logan City Council. Some 
would say that the Scenic Rim was set up to fail, but it has not failed. The people in my community 
are very strong people. They have adapted. The Scenic Rim is developing a culture of its own and is 
forming a very strong unit. In fact, upon merger the financial situation of both Boonah and Beaudesert 
was classified as weak by Treasury. Just four years later that position has been reversed and the 
finances of the Scenic Rim Regional Council are in a very strong position through a lot of hard work 
by the people of Scenic Rim and, it must be said, the council officers and councillors themselves. 
Whilst this bill relates to other amendments to the Local Government Act, I wanted to put on the 
record those thoughts in relation to the merger of the Boonah and Beaudesert councils into the Scenic 
Rim Regional Council in 2008.  

Putting that aside, there are other amendments to the acts included in this bill. I want to focus 
on one and that relates to the process for the assessment of complaints against a councillor and also 
a mayor. The simplification of that process, depending on who receives the complaint and who it is 
about, is a good thing. Including the offence of using inside information as an integrity offence is an 
important step. There have been cases around the state where issues of integrity have arisen as a 
result of inside information and I think it is only correct that having a conviction for an integrity offence 
should disqualify a former councillor from being elected to council for a period of time—four years in 
this case—as well as having serious maximum penalties.  

The other issue I wanted to touch on very briefly was the caretaker period provision where 
there is a prohibition on a major policy decision being entered into whilst a local government is in a 
caretaker period. It is a sensible provision that local governments cannot enter into contracts beyond 
a certain value whilst they are in the caretaker period leading up to an election. As members may 
know, councils continue to meet right up until the week of election day. In the cut and thrust of a 
campaign there should be caretaker provisions of this type inserted into the act to prevent those 
decisions being binding on the successors in council where those decisions are made such a short 
time before an election. I support the bill. 
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