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NATURE CONSERVATION AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT  
BILL (NO. 2) 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (3.52 pm): It is my pleasure to speak to the Nature 
Conservation and Other Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2013. As the member for Beaudesert, I 
represent a large number of national parks. Therefore, it is a special pleasure for me to speak to this 
bill. We went to the 2012 election with a specific commitment to open up national parks for the 
enjoyment of all Queenslanders. This bill delivers on that commitment to open up parks, to cut the red 
tape in relation to national parks and to ensure that they are effectively managed for all 
Queenslanders and visitors to enjoy.  

The present bill has a single focus, which is on the conservation of nature. Queensland’s 
protected areas are a key asset for a number of things, not only the conservation of nature but also 
ecotourism, recreation, education and scientific pursuits. Providing further opportunities for the 
appreciation and use of these areas so that people can connect with the environment is an important 
aspect of the bill. This bill delivers on a range of reforms to further that objective. It broadens the 
object of the Nature Conservation Act, recognising that they are already managed for a range of 
outcomes and not just the conservation of nature. That will remain the primary object, which is a very 
important point that everyone needs to remember. The conservation of nature will remain the primary 
object, while recognising the supplementary objectives as well. Those supplementary objectives will 
help to achieve our objective of opening up the parks.  

The commercial use of protected areas is something that has been going on for a quite a while. 
The bill formalises that approach and also encourages their further use. I will mention some of the 
national parks that I represent. We have Queensland’s first national park at Tamborine Mountain, the 
Witches Falls section. It was the first national park declared in Queensland in 1915. We have the 
Main Range National Park, Lamington National Park, the Border Ranges National Park, Moogerah 
Peaks National Park and Mount French. Essentially, from Beechmont in the east to Cunningham’s 
Gap in the west, all of that section of the Queensland/New South Wales border is national park and is 
in my electorate.  

This area has been enjoyed by generations and has been conserved by generations. They 
have looked after this land for over 100 years. Robert Collins was the member for Albert, I believe, 
from 1896 to 1899. Actually, he is my wife’s great-great-grandfather. He was one of the initial 
advocates for the establishment of national parks in Queensland. In the 1800s he went to the United 
States and recognised the good system that they had established for national parks in conserving 
nature and for setting aside areas where nature would be conserved and where people could come to 
enjoy nature. We need to remember that the initial founders of national parks wanted people to enjoy 
nature. That is a really important point to remember.  

When he was the member for Albert, Robert Collins took the governor of the day, Lord 
Lamington, to the ranges above Mundoolun near Tamborine Mountain. He showed the then governor 
the brilliant and beautiful scenery around Tamborine Mountain. It is reported on a website I was 
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looking at earlier today that Lord Lamington disgraced himself because, whilst he enjoyed nature and 
the native flora and fauna, apparently he shot a koala and was quickly escorted off the campus. 
Eventually, after Robert Collins had left this place, the first act establishing national parks in 
Queensland was passed and in 1915 it was declared. Unfortunately, he did not get to see that. He 
passed away before it was declared.  

Collins’s contemporaries, the Laheys and the O’Reillys, carried the cudgels and established 
guesthouses around the mountains, which became part of those national parks. They established 
guesthouses for people to come to stay so that they could enjoy nature. That is what we are trying to 
do through this bill. We need to remember that they were the pioneer ecotourism operators and they 
have looked after that area for nearly 100 years. This year Binna Burra celebrates its 80th 
anniversary. National parks need to be opened up, enjoyed and visited so that people understand 
their value. This bill is a vehicle to continue the enjoyment and opening up of our national parks.  

Let us not forget that the Labor Party neglected our national parks through nearly 20 years of 
mismanagement. The number of rangers has been depleted, the weeds have been allowed to 
proliferate and other assets within the national parks, which actually contribute to people’s enjoyment 
of and encourage them to visit and learn the value of our natural assets, have been allowed to 
deteriorate through lack of funding and lack of care. They have been locked up and, as other 
speakers have said, the key has been thrown away. We need to look after that. This government has 
been left a national park estate in need of a lot of work and we need to continue with that work.  

I mention the issue of wild dogs in national parks. There are issues around having wild dogs in 
national parks and cooperation between national parks and other departments within government to 
get effective baiting and management programs so that the natural flora and fauna is protected. That 
is an issue that we need to continue working on. I appreciate the correspondence the minister has 
had with me over the past months.  

In particular I welcome the focus on ecotourism development which will come through this bill. 
In the recent Queensland budget there was an allocation put aside for the development of ecotourism 
facilities at Green Mountains, which is part of the O’Reilly’s estate. It is great to see this government 
taking proactive steps, through amending this legislation and putting money into projects, to develop 
ecotourism in my electorate but in other parts of the state as well.  

The cardinal principle—being the conservation of nature—is being retained. But in addition to 
that we are proposing the additional values of education, recreation and ecotourism. Those 
supplementary outcomes need to be consistent with the natural and cultural values of national parks.  

There are a number of other reforms being made to the estate. In terms of streamlining the 
management planning processes for national parks there will be greater management flexibility 
through management statements rather than formal management plans, except in certain 
circumstances. That is a provision which should be commended.  

I also want to touch on the provision around reducing the state’s exposure to liability as a result 
of accidents in national parks. As a result of opening up national parks and encouraging people to 
enjoy them, there will be greater usage of the parks. I commend the amendments to reduce the 
state’s exposure to liability arising out of accidents. I also point out that there are certain 
circumstances where civil immunity coverage will not apply. In particular, it will not apply where there 
are accidents or incidents in relation to state fixtures. Where the state puts up buildings in national 
parks or where there is a failure to give adequate notice of defective state fixtures or assets or where 
the state is carrying out a management activity such as the shooting or poisoning of animals or 
programmed burns civil immunity will not apply. Reducing the state’s liability in line with opening up 
access to our national parks is a sensible move.  

Having covered the main points in the bill, I am very happy to support it. I will be supporting the 
bill’s passage this evening. 

 


