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HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (10.25 pm): The Health Legislation Amendment Bill 2013 is 
an omnibus bill. It amends various acts including the Health Legislation Amendment Act 2011, the 
Hospital and Health Boards Act 2011, the Public Health Act 2005, the Queensland Institute of Medical 
Research Act 1945 and the Transplantation and Anatomy Act 1979. It also makes some minor 
amendments to the Queensland Mental Health Commission Act 2013.  

There has been significant consultation undertaken with key stakeholders in relation to this bill, 
in particular in relation to the Public Health Act amendments in relation to maternal death statistics. 
Consultation was undertaken with the Australian College of Midwives, the Australian College of Rural 
and Remote Medicine, the AMA, the Queensland Centre for Mothers & Babies, the Private Hospitals 
Association of Queensland, the Rural Doctors Association of Queensland and the Royal Australian 
and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists. They were supportive of the 
amendments. Whilst the AMA supported the amendments, as the minister mentioned, it was 
concerned that the World Health Organisation definition of ‘maternal death’ had not been adopted. 
The minister dealt with that issue in his remarks about the bill earlier this evening.  

I want to speak about one issue in particular in relation to the bill—that is, the amendments to 
the Public Health Act to establish the Maternal Death Statistics Collection to increase awareness of 
maternal death, to analyse obstetric patterns and outcomes to facilitate research and to help plan 
obstetric health services and strategies to prevent or minimise mortality.  

The Minister for Health is well aware of the great leaps forward being taken in maternal care in 
my electorate of Beaudesert. It is an example of a rural community in which maternal services have 
suffered significantly in the last decade or so but are now being restored to the level they were 
previously, around 2000, 2001 or 2002. The decline in maternal services in rural Queensland, not just 
in Beaudesert but also in other parts of the state, in the view of many rural health practitioners, has 
led to an increased risk to mothers and babies and to expectant mothers living in rural areas. The lack 
of access to maternity services has led to an increase in roadside births. The removal of those 
services and the increase in roadside births or potential roadside births increases the risk of mortality 
for mothers.  

Whilst the number of maternal deaths in Queensland is very low, we do need to analyse the 
data. When it comes to rural and regional Queensland and the fact that maternity services were 
removed over the last decade by the former government—it is a trend that is now being reversed, 
step by step, starting with Beaudesert—we need to analyse that data to make sure that services are 
targeted in an appropriate way and so that the information collected can be used to identify deaths 
related to pregnancy, including where the death is associated with an intervention or an omission, an 
incorrect treatment or a chain of events dealing with pregnancy or childbirth or immediately following 
childbirth. Of course, maternal services do not just end when the baby is born. That is why policies 
such as the Mums and Bubs policy, providing maternal care after birth, are such good policies.  
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The Maternal Death Statistics Collection will collect data on the death of women up to one year 
after pregnancy, and this bill will enable further information to also be collected from other health 
professionals involved in the care of a woman. There are penalties involved where there is a failure to 
report and the director-general of the health department will have overall responsibility for the 
collection of that data. It will include details of the deceased woman, place of death, details of her care 
during pregnancy, type of delivery and labour, any pre-existing medical conditions, any interventions 
performed, cause of death, whether a post-mortem was conducted and any identified avoidable 
factors as determined by a state maternal mortality committee.  

There are many good aspects to this bill. However, I wanted to focus on that one relating to 
maternal death statistics to highlight the work that this government is undertaking to restore maternity 
services to rural Queensland commencing in Beaudesert in 2014. It was a service that was stripped 
away from the community by neglect and has taken a change in government to a government that 
cares for rural and regional Queensland to restore it. This is something that we on this side of the 
chamber should all be immensely proud, because where in the past things have been taken away we 
are now restoring those services where they are needed and providing services to rural and regional 
women to keep them safe so that hopefully the statistics collected under this provision in relation to 
maternal deaths will be minimised and eliminated into the future. I will be supporting the bill. 

 


