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TREASURY AND TRADE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (3.17 pm): I rise to support the Treasury and Trade and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill. It is a sensible bill, reflecting the government’s aims of reducing red tape. 
The bill repeals a number of acts that are no longer required. I make particular note of the measure to 
clarify that emergency services may give information to an insurer or the Nominal Defendant which 
may identify parties or give contact details for people involved in motor vehicle accidents. It is a 
sensible response to overcome an unintended consequence of privacy regulations and legislation. 
We see so much of this arising out of privacy provisions. Unintended consequences complicate things 
that should not be complicated.  

The other proposed change to the Motor Accident Insurance Act involves an amendment to 
ensure that motorised wheelchairs operated in other states can be provided gratuitous CTP 
insurance. This is an important legislative reform to protect those people in our society who are often 
quite vulnerable. These red-tape reduction measures and very good and should be supported.  

I want to also refer to the amendment to the Statistical Returns Act. This amendment will bring 
the act into modernity and add a number of topics which the government can collect statistics about. I 
note that that includes the building and construction industries, and energy sources and industries as 
well. Statistics are important because they enable people to plan and they enable people to analyse 
what has gone on. We could talk about some statistics here in the House today, in particular reflecting 
on events of the past few hours and the past weekend. One of the statistics that pops into my mind is 
that 60 per cent of Queenslanders voted for a party that oppose the carbon tax and that around 
10 per cent can be taken immediately off the power bills of all Queenslanders if the Labor Party 
decides to support the coalition government in repealing the carbon tax. But they are just some 
statistics which come to my mind. Others things such as some refrigeration products and fertiliser 
products—which in some cases are reported to have increased in price by up to 300 per cent—may 
now be the subject of statistical collection under this act, as amended.  

There are other measures as well which are included in this bill. I just want to make reference 
to the amendments to the Reprints Act and the Evidence Act to recognise in law that Queensland 
legislation published on the Office of Parliamentary Counsel website can be recognised in court and 
in other proceedings as a valid reprint. This will mean that people do not need to purchase hard copy 
reprints. I am sure there are many lawyers out there who have been caught on the hop appearing in 
court with the electronic copies of legislation. It has been kindly pointed out to them by judges and 
magistrates that they need official copies. Changing the law to bring us into the modern age where 
reprints from websites can be used in court is a very sensible option.  

There are a number of other measures in the bill, but they have been explored in detail by a 
number of other speakers. All that remains to be said is that this is a sensible bill, a common-sense 
bill, recognising the government’s aims of reducing rep tape and regulation and cleaning up our 
statute books, and it should be supported. 
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