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JUSTICE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (3.36 pm): The Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 
amends 30 acts administered by the Attorney-General. Today I want to speak on a couple of points 
contained in the bill. As numerous speakers have mentioned, including the member for Ipswich, the 
chair of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee that examined the bill, the 
Attorney-General and the member for Nicklin, this is a commonsense bill which makes commonsense 
amendments to a great deal of provisions in the justice system. It also reduces the red-tape burden. 
This is a government that has been dedicated from day 1 to reducing the burden of red tape on our 
business community so that people can get on with creating wealth in Queensland and supercharging 
our economy. We must remember that red tape can also tie up the justice system. As the old saying 
goes ‘justice delayed is justice denied’ for people who are aggrieved. It is good to see that this bill has 
come forth to reduce some of that burden in our system.  

The first issue that I wish to touch on is the provision to allow the appointment of retired judges 
to become acting judges in the Supreme and District Court. It is very useful to be able to draw on the 
wealth of knowledge and experience which these retired judicial officers have. There could be debate 
around whether the retirement age for judges—70 in the Supreme and District Court and also in the 
High Court and Federal Court—is appropriate or whether there should be an increase to that 
retirement age. There is no doubt that some judges do not want to retire at 70. We are depriving 
ourselves of their experience by mandating that they do need to retire at age 70. In other jurisdictions, 
including in the United States, there is no retirement age. In recent years in the Supreme Court of the 
United States there was a very learned judge who died in office at age 97. I am not suggesting that 
there should be no retirement age, but perhaps 70 should be looked at and active consideration given 
to increasing it. I acknowledge the concerns raised about this by some of the submitters. However, I 
believe they have been dealt with by the Attorney-General in his second reading speech today. 

Secondly, I want to talk about the amendments to the Electronic Transactions (Queensland) 
Act. These amendments bring Queensland into line with other jurisdictions, which is a very sensible 
move. It is a very sensible bill that recognises the prevalence of electronic communications in 
commerce. Increasingly, that is the only type of communication in commerce. In my previous 
employment at a large financial institution, often we did complete transactions on the basis of 
electronic correspondence. The law needs to move with that and ensure that it has flexibility to deal 
with ever-changing commercial conditions.  

Thirdly, amendments to the Information Privacy Act and the Right to Information Act allow the 
publication of names of vexatious applicants, which is a sensible move. It is consistent with Supreme 
Court practice in relation to the publication of the name of vexatious litigants. Really, it gives efficacy 
to the substantive provisions relating to vexatious applicants. We could wonder how many 
declarations have been made in relation to a vexatious applicant that have been made to no avail 
because there has been no notification of those declarations being permitted under the act or, at 
least, not authorised under the act. The system of vexatious applicants does need to permit 
notification of those declarations to ensure that government departments can take advantage of that 
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system being set up. It is also notable that reasons can be given and published by decision makers 
for not making a vexatious applicant decision. Through this process, we might be able to build up a 
body of law, perhaps, or a body of practice in relation to the making of such declarations, which will 
aid future decisions.  

Finally, I want to touch on the amendments to the Magistrates Courts Act, which will provide a 
means for the Magistrates Court to be able to promulgate rules of practice and procedure for 
proceedings under the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act. It is a sad fact that some people 
in our society are subject to domestic violence and do require action in court to bring orders against 
people who are affecting their lives. The making of special rules for those applications reflects the fact 
that it is a different type of legal proceeding being entered into. This provision will aid the efficiency of 
those applications and, hopefully, increase access to court for aggrieved or affected people under the 
Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act.  

Unfortunately, in my electorate there are some issues in relation to domestic violence. I say to 
the Attorney-General that the issues dealt with in this act will go some way to helping those affected 
parties. However, I need also mention that the court environment and the court facilities can impact 
on how people affected by domestic violence are dealt with. I make particular mention of the 
Beaudesert courthouse.  

Mr Bleijie: I knew you would.  

Mr KRAUSE: It has not been upgraded for many years. It is quite a small facility in a growing 
rural community. I expected the Attorney-General to know that I would say this, because the 
courthouse desperately needs an upgrade. I implore the Attorney-General to come to Beaudesert to 
see the facility. On a Wednesday morning, the overflow of applicants and defendants is out the door. 
There is no adequate facility in which to conference.  

Mrs Menkens: The Labor government let you down.  

Mr KRAUSE: I take the interjection from the member for Burdekin. The long-serving Labor 
government did let Beaudesert down, because it was during its tenure in office that this problem 
arose. If there is a budget deficit such as when we came into office, it makes it very difficult to deal 
with essential services such as this. I am not going to let up in my lobbying to the Attorney-General to 
have the Beaudesert courthouse upgraded so we have adequate facilities to deal with the issues I am 
talking about. I invite the Attorney-General to visit the courthouse and see for himself the necessity for 
an upgrade. It is a long way to the next courthouse in Beenleigh, on the Gold Coast or at Logan. One 
day when he gets down there, I will give the Attorney-General a tour.  

This is a good bill. It is a common-sense bill. It reduces red tape. It is in line with all the things 
that this government is doing to supercharge the economy and to streamline justice. I commend the 
bill to the House. 


