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LIQUOR AND GAMING (RED TAPE REDUCTION) AND OTHER LEGISLATION 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (7.51 pm): It is a pleasure to speak to this bill tonight. I 
congratulate the Attorney-General for bringing this important reform forward. When I was 
campaigning to be elected to this place, it struck me that one of the overriding themes which shone 
through from all of the feedback about the previous government was that the bureaucracy which was 
associated with the former government was heavy-handed and was completely out of touch with what 
the community’s aspirations were and was unable to respond to even legitimate concerns about their 
wellbeing or the way they wanted to do things in their community. You do not need to look any further 
than at a bill like this to see us winding back some of those ridiculous bureaucratic provisions.  

I want to talk about one of them tonight, and that is the liquor and gaming amendments in this 
bill, particularly as they relate to reducing red tape for community events at which alcohol is served. 
As the member for Moggill has said, we all have Rotary clubs and Lions clubs in our electorate who, 
on occasion, want to run functions where they serve alcohol. In my electorate we have probably 
nearly 100 service clubs including the Rotary clubs of Boonah, Beaudesert, Fassifern Valley and 
Jimboomba; the Lions clubs of Boonah, Fassifern and Tamborine Mountain; Quota clubs; Inner 
Wheel clubs; and Zonta. In addition, we have P&C and P&F associations at 25 state schools from 
Jimboomba to the New South Wales border and several independent schools as well. They all run 
functions, fetes and fairs where they can serve a glass of wine or a few beers to people. They are 
very low-risk events. People at those events are responsible in the main.  

As the member for Moggill referred to, it is not an ideal situation where a process needs to be 
gone through for a permit to be obtained when it is just a rubber stamp process. They only pay $57; it 
is not a huge amount of money. But it is the fact that we require a permit and a designated area for 
such a low-risk activity which is an insult to the sense of responsibility and ownership in the 
community. People do not need to be told how to run these events. They know how to run them. They 
know how to run them responsibly—at least in the Beaudesert electorate we do. We should trust them 
to be able to run these events. Having spent some time overseas like a lot of members here probably 
have, I know that Australia does have a very regulated environment when it comes to alcohol. I think 
with this bill and the provisions relating to reducing red tape for community events we are taking a 
step which puts us in line with a lot of other parts of the world.  

There are important conditions placed on this regime and they are set out: the supply of alcohol 
needs to be by an adult, the supply of alcohol needs to be for immediate consumption and we need to 
make sure that minors are not being served alcohol. But these are all things that community 
organisations do anyway.  

Recently I had a fundraising day in my electorate called the Pink Stumps Day. It was run by the 
Fassifern Bushrangers Cricket Club. There were a lot of different cricket teams from all around the 
community. I and the federal member for Wright, Scott Buchholz, played.  

Mr Choat: What a champion! 
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Mr KRAUSE: He is a champion. He is a good federal member and hopefully he will be 
re-elected shortly. Hopefully the LNP candidate for Blair will be elected as well to replace the terrible 
Labor member we have there at the moment. But I digress.  

The Pink Stumps Day was a great day. We were raising money for the Jane McGrath 
Foundation, supporting research into the causes of breast cancer. We had, I think, 17 teams of six 
playing cricket that day including me, playing five-over matches. It was a great day. But in terms of 
having a beer during the day and at the end of the day, we had a demarcated area where people 
could not digress from. If you stepped over to the wrong side of the rope, you would be in breach of 
the law and subject to fines if the police came along or the liquor licensing people came along and 
found you on the wrong side of the fence. It is absolutely ridiculous that community events need to be 
regulated to that degree. To see a bill come into this House to get rid of that is a mighty fine thing.  

I refer also to events like the Kalbar Country Day, where Kalbar puts on a show of its heritage. 
We have street parade, hay-baling contests, pumpkin-rolling contests and all those sorts of things. Of 
course they have a beer and a glass of wine. We also have raffles which might include prizes of 
bottles of wine. You do not need a permit or regulation for that sort of activity, Mr Deputy Speaker, 
and I am glad to see that we are getting rid of it.  

Coming up on 29 June will be the Winter Harvest Festival at Aratula, an activity run by the 
Scenic Rim Regional council as part of Eat Local Week. Eat Local Week is a spectacular event run by 
the council which encourages all people in our Scenic Rim regional area to eat local and to promote 
our local fruit and vegetable and other primary producers including wine producers—and might I say 
there are some fair home brewers in our electorate as well. At the Winter Harvest Festival no doubt 
they will be serving wine and beer, so I hope this red-tape reduction measure will apply to that festival 
as well.  

The other good thing about this bill is that it removes the regulatory burden for low-risk 
premises such as cafes and restaurants. There are many low-risk venues like this around the state. 
We get a lot of tourists visiting my neck of the woods. We have people visiting from Brisbane, from the 
Gold Coast and from all over the world on the weekends. In fact, we get a lot of people riding their 
motorcycles through the electorate on the weekends as well. They are responsible people who come 
to contribute to the economy and to see the wonderful Scenic Rim. They come to ride on good roads. 
They do not want to ride all the way sometimes. Sometimes they need to have a break from some of 
the potholes which are around and need to be fixed, Minister for Transport and Main Roads. Again, I 
digress.  

Mr Cripps: That’s irrelevant to the bill.  

Mr KRAUSE: No. It is not irrelevant to the bill, Minister Cripps, because we are talking about 
restaurants and cafes, and a lot of business for my restaurants and cafes comes from tourists driving 
down the Mount Lindesay Highway and the Boonah-Ipswich Road. I am talking about cafes like Cafe 
17, Art and Soul, Harry’s, The Story Tree and Flavours in Boonah; Everydays and Tart’n Caps in 
Beaudesert; and Hillbilly and DeliVino on Tamborine Mountain. They are all low-risk venues who 
should have red tape reduced from their operating costs as much as possible. They do not need to 
justify to the community through a risk assessed management plan why they should be able to serve 
beer and wine each day because the residents of the community are responsible residents. The 
tourists who come there to spend money and to see the community are responsible tourists. There 
are barely ever, if ever, any incidents at these premises. So removing this burden of regulation from 
them is a good move.  

It is great to see this government measure to free up business, small business in particular, 
from another aspect of the dead hand of regulation—from the dead hand of bureaucracy which was 
relayed to me so much during the campaign before last year’s election. We have a lot of work to do in 
this space in removing unnecessary legislation, but bit by bit we will do it. I commend this bill to the 
House. 


