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LAND, WATER AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (5.50 pm): This bill is another example of a government 
getting on with the job of simplifying regulation so we can have an economy here in Queensland 
which is growing. Governments should be getting out of the way and making things easier for people, 
in particular, primary producers, and there are a lot of them in my electorate.  

I want to touch on a couple of issues tonight. A lot is dealt with in this omnibus bill. The 
provisions to extend the term of water licences will be welcomed by those primary producers in my 
electorate who have water licences. Giving them security of tenure for their water to 2111 will be very 
welcomed and I thank the minister for bringing that initiative forward.  

One of the other issues I want to touch on briefly is the repeal of the future conservation area 
provisions. I understand that these provisions have never been used but their very existence provides 
an element of uncertainty about the tenure for leasehold holders. It is one of the unintended 
consequences of provisions put into legislation which might have noble meaning but do nothing 
except undermine the certainty for pastoral and grazing leaseholders at a time when undermining 
their tenure is the last thing that governments should be doing. As someone who has previously 
worked in a bank and financed rural leasehold land, I know that it is these types of provisions which 
create uncertainty and doubt and make it harder for banks and other financiers to lend to 
leaseholders. It is great to see that this minister is taking a common-sense approach and getting rid of 
these provisions.  

The other thing I want to touch on briefly is the regulation of levees. Like the member for 
Lockyer, my region has been affected by flooding this year. No doubt there will be landholders who 
will be seeking to take advantage of provisions introduced here tonight in relation to levees, and I note 
that they were recommendations of the Queensland government commission of inquiry into the floods 
of 2010 and 2011.  

I commend the minister for his common-sense, can-do approach. He has now brought a 
number of bills to this place which seek to free up the Queensland economy so that we can go for 
growth to get this economy moving again to pay back the debt left to us by those members opposite. I 
commend this bill to the House. 
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