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PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

Flying Foxes 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (2.57 pm): I want to talk about the decision of the Minister for 
Environment and Heritage Protection to put the health and wellbeing of communities ahead of flying 
fox colonies. A few weeks ago I had a meeting with a group of residents in one of the towns in my 
electorate, Boonah, who are affected by a flying fox colony which has moved into their neighbourhood 
only in the last three or four years. It is not an area which has previously had flying foxes living there. 
It is vegetation which was planted only 20 or 25 years ago but which in the past few years has seen a 
rather large colony of flying foxes move in—estimates of up to 30,000 flying foxes living in some 
cases less than 100 metres from residents’ homes.  

Obviously, the residents in that area of Mount Carmel in Boonah were quite worried about the 
impact these flying foxes were having on their health. When we talk about health, we need to be sure 
to talk not only about the tangible health risks of having bats living close to people but also about the 
health risks in relation to psychological health and the odour issues which can arise from having flying 
foxes living so close. So it is fantastic that local councils will now be empowered to effectively manage 
flying fox roosts proactively.  

By actually removing the need for councils to apply for a damage mitigation permit, we are 
going to cut out a whole layer of bureaucracy and red tape in the management of flying foxes. The 
Scenic Rim Regional Council in this case has been very proactive since that community meeting and 
has engaged consultants to develop a plan which was to be used to apply for a damage mitigation 
permit. Gladly I can say that will not be necessary now because that council will have the power to 
deal with this within an agreed code which will be developed by the department in consultation with 
councils.  

These measures empower councils to act quickly and decisively so that, if they see a roost 
forming, they will be able to take action to move those flying foxes on before a roost is established. 
This will benefit residents in that where that problem arises councils can take action without the need 
for a permit to be obtained from the department here in Brisbane. We are cutting the bureaucracy. 
I am glad to say that following that meeting I have spoken to the department, and one of the results of 
my consultation with the department is this announcement made yesterday. So it really is rather a 
good outcome. 

I want to touch on one other point. Councils have said this will result in increasing costs for 
them, but councils have always been providing dispersal methods in any case. This continues the 
status quo.  

(Time expired) 
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