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QUEENSLAND CIVIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL (JUSTICES OF THE 
PEACE) AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (5.04 pm): I rise to speak in support of this fantastic initiative 
that was introduced to the parliament by the Attorney-General. This initiative will mean that the 
community can draw on a valuable pool of wisdom. JPs have accumulated knowledge and command 
respect within the community and in the past that resource has not been tapped or appreciated 
enough or, if it was appreciated in the past, over the years the role of JPs has been diminished. This 
initiative was an election commitment and it is fantastic to see it being implemented by the 
Attorney-General.  

Where there are delays in resolving minor civil disputes at QCAT, it makes sense to enable 
other forums to resolve those minor disputes. A monetary limit will be put on the disputes that can be 
resolved by other parts of the community and JPs are the obvious custodians of those matters. There 
are 800 justices of the peace in the Beaudesert electorate. Frankly, at first that number surprised me, 
but in my electorate there are a lot of community minded people who, no doubt, would be willing to 
serve as part of QCAT to resolve minor disputes. Just over a week ago, a training forum was held by 
the registrar of justices of the peace at the RSL in Beaudesert and over 100 people attended. It was a 
fantastic gathering. In the morning session, an update of the legislation and regulations relating to JPs 
was presented. There were a lot of questions from the floor. Obviously, people are very keen to 
expand their knowledge and to continue contributing to the community. Therefore, I know that this is a 
fantastic initiative.  

Let us see how the trial goes and then let us bring it to Beaudesert, because on sitting days our 
courthouse is overflowing. Every Wednesday the magistrate has many matters to deal with, although I 
acknowledge that most of them are not QCAT matters. However, we should look at expanding the 
trial beyond the major centres, bringing the resolution of minor civil justice issues back to local areas. 
Many small towns, such as Boonah in my electorate, do not have magistrates, which actually may 
discourage people from seeking remedies for certain issues. If this trial goes well, we should look at 
bringing it to regional and rural centres so that people can seek redress for small civil disputes in a 
local setting.  

While I am talking about Beaudesert, I am sure that the Attorney will recognise the great need 
in the near future for a new courthouse at Beaudesert. On a Wednesday morning, people sit on the 
steps outside the Beaudesert courthouse because they have nowhere else to wait. The facility has 
outgrown its original intended use. On the matter of a new courthouse, perhaps the Attorney could 
work in conjunction with the Minister for Police and Community Safety, because we also need new 
watch-house and police facilities and that could be on the agenda in the near future, I am sure. We 
have a lovely block of land that is owned by the government and could be well utilised for a 
multipurpose facility: a courthouse, a police station and watch-house, and perhaps some other 
government facilities as well. I mention to Minister McVeigh that I am sure that DAFF would 
appreciate being included in a request for new facilities. However, I digress.  
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We have 800 justices of the peace in the Beaudesert electorate, some with a very long tenure. I 
make particular mention of one I met last week. Bill McCarthy has been a justice of the peace for 41 
years. Another person I met has been one for 35 years. We have given out numerous certificates of 
long service. There are a lot of JPs who have served for a very long time and we need to recognise 
their service, and this is a great way of doing it.  

In closing, I refer to comments made earlier by the member for Bundamba. During the speech 
given by the member for Ipswich West I heard the member for Bundamba complain that the justices 
of the peace who will constitute these tribunals to hear minor civil disputes will not have a title. We 
have the member for Bundamba complaining about people not having a title. I never thought we 
would see the day when we would hear a member of the Australian Labor Party advocating for people 
in this country to be given titles. I always thought they were the ones against titles and against 
privilege.  

A government member: ‘Dame Jo-Ann’. 

Mr KRAUSE: Maybe we will have ‘Dame Jo-Ann’. We will next have them support the 
introduction of QCs. We have already done that, but they were disparaging in their comments when 
we did that. Are we going to have them support the reintroduction of the knights of Australia—the 
imperial honours? Will we see ‘Sir Jarrod Bleijie’, Attorney-General of Queensland, KCMG—King 
Calls Me God—or perhaps ‘Sir Campbell Newman’, Premier of Queensland, GCMG—God Calls Me 
God. I cannot believe we have the member for Bundamba complaining about such a minor issue as 
JPs not having a title when we are implementing a great initiative that will see JPs give back to the 
community.  

I have thought of a title for the member for Bundamba. Given the fact that she had a 20 per 
cent swing against her at the last election, I think we need to call her ‘Lady Luck of Bundamba’. She 
only just got the numbers last time and she is not going to get them again, if not in the election 
perhaps in the ALP preselection. ‘Lady Luck of Bundamba’, thanks for the contribution, but no thanks. 
This is a great initiative. I congratulate the Attorney-General for bringing it to the House. I know the 
JPs in my electorate will very much support it. 


