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POLICE POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES (MOTOR VEHICLE IMPOUNDMENT) 
AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (9.43 pm): I rise to speak in support of this bill. Many 
speakers before me have spoken about the details of the bill and how the amendments to the 
impoundment and seizure provisions and changes to the definition of type 1 and type 2 impoundment 
schemes will operate. I will address briefly from a local perspective—from the Beaudesert 
electorate—why these provisions should be supported.  

Various areas within my electorate are affected by hooning and dangerous driving. Indeed, 
having driven over 30,000 kilometres throughout the electorate in the past 12 months, I witness daily 
such driver behaviour, including high-level speeding, which offends decent residents and endangers 
the lives of law-abiding road users. In this respect I endorse the sentiments just expressed by the 
member for Whitsunday.  

Residents near Albert River Place in Tamborine, which is just off Waterford-Tamborine Road, 
residents in Tubber Street and Edward Street in Beaudesert, recreational users at Wyaralong Dam 
and road users on the Boonah-Beaudesert Road are regularly put at risk by groups of hoons doing 
burnouts in the middle of main roads with 100-kilometre per hour speed limits and doing burnouts in 
streets where residents live and try to sleep through the illegal and disruptive behaviour of hoons. 
Some live in fear as sometimes dozens of vehicles descend on various favourite hooning spots right 
outside people’s homes to engage in races down both lanes of main roads and perform burnouts 
across the entire width of these roads. This often occurs late at night and continues into the early 
hours of the morning. It frightens elderly ladies—it frightens elderly residents—and young families. 

Dangerous driving and hooning affects the whole community. It endangers the lives of those 
hooning and bystanders, it disrupts the peace and quiet of local streets and towns and it consumes 
vast amounts of police time, which could be better utilised patrolling our streets to deter break and 
enters or in combating youth crime or the infiltration of drugs into our communities.  

I see two important aspects to this bill. Firstly, it provides a deterrent to people knowing that 
their vehicle will be seized and potentially crushed. This legislation sends a clear message that will be 
heard and will to an extent deter people from engaging in hooning and other reckless behaviour on 
our roads. The importance of deterrence should not be understated. Secondly, this legislation 
provides a lawful remedy to prevent repeat offences. The seizure and crushing of vehicles necessarily 
limits the ability of offenders to reoffend in their vehicle, contributing to the protection of law-abiding 
road users and residents.  

This legislation is necessary, because this parliament needs to send a message that the 
reckless and idiotic dangerous use of motor vehicles will not be tolerated. This legislation is necessary 
as a first step, but an essential step and only the first step in seeking to bring about, as the member 
for Coomera referred to earlier, a change in attitude in drivers, some of whom seem to think that it is 
okay to use the road as a racetrack and that the law does not apply to them when they are behind the 
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wheel. This attitude needs to change. This lack of respect for society, lack of respect for the law and 
lack of respect for the police who work so hard in keeping our society safe must change. I have 
alluded to this before in this place and it is worth repeating. Without law there is no freedom and I say 
without respect for the law by all in society, including those who use our roads, there can be no 
freedom for our law-abiding citizens and road users. The provisions in this bill are no silver bullet that 
will achieve all of these lofty ideals. They will not make all road users perfect, but this bill is a clear 
statement of intent that provides both a deterrent and also a preventive mechanism.  

I pay tribute to the continuing efforts of both Jimboomba police, led by Senior Sergeant Bill 
Sheehan, and Beaudesert police, with Senior Sergeant Chris Stewart leading the way, for the work 
they do in combating hoons in the community. The Jimboomba police in particular have gone out of 
their way to support the community affected by hooning. The member for Logan would also be well 
aware of this matter, as his electorate shares the Jimboomba police resources with the Beaudesert 
electorate. Recently, the Beaudesert police have had four additional police officers allocated to it, 
which will enable 24-hour policing in Beaudesert and a greater police presence to combat hooning in 
that area. Twenty-four-hour policing is something that the community has been seeking for some time 
and I am proud to say that the advent of this LNP government has delivered for Beaudesert. I thank 
the minister for the government’s commitment to delivering extra police resources for Queensland and 
for the Beaudesert community.  

As many members have alluded, this bill is not aimed at motorsports enthusiasts. It is for 
people who abide by the law and who have nothing to fear. I have many motorsports enthusiasts in 
my electorate, including the Scenic Rim Motor Sports Association, which runs a series of events 
through the year, including their hot rod festival and the Garter Belts and Gasoline Festival, including 
the soapbox derby, which is coming up shortly. If they do not run it they are certainly involved in it. 

The bill is not aimed at these types of events, it is not aimed at these types of enthusiasts. In 
fact, the proliferation of dragways and other motorsports precincts around Queensland are actually 
part of the solution in addressing hooning issues. Willowbank is outside of my electorate but not that 
far away and I know it is a place which many people from the region go to in order to engage in or 
indulge their passion for motorsports.  

When it comes to hooning I know the police work very hard to detect and apprehend hoons and 
to bring them to justice, but the police cannot be everywhere at all times. In many cases hoons 
disappear when they know police are on the way. Often they are monitoring police radio and will be 
gone by the time police arrive. We need the community to have confidence that, when they report 
hooning, police will be able to deal with it swiftly and have the power to act. This legislation achieves 
that. I would suggest that working with local government to operate fixed or mobile CCTV cameras 
could also assist in enforcing this law where police cannot catch offenders at the scene of the 
hooning.  

In conclusion, this bill sends a clear message to hoons that their actions, reckless and 
dangerous, will have consequences. This bill is a deterrent to engaging in hooning behaviour. This bill 
enables prevention of further hooning through the seizure and crushing provisions. This bill sets out 
the toughest anti-hooning provisions in the nation and I am glad to support the bill. 


